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Bargains 
galore as 
new store 
opens up 

A NEW discount store is to 
open today on West Brom¬ 
wich High Street in a move 
that will create 40 jobs for 
the town. 

The new Bargain Buys 
store will be operated by 
the same company behind 
popular knock-down price 
retailer Poundworld. 

It will be officially opened 
by the Mayor of Sandwell 
Councillor Derek Rowley. 
He hailed the move saying 
it was a ‘fantastic thing’ for 
the area. Councillor Rowley 
said: “We of course welcome 
new business in the area be¬ 
cause it means new jobs. 

“The fact that it is a 
bargain shop is also good 
because it will be great for 
residents who don’t have 
access to a lot of disposable 
income. Everybody loves 
a bargain store anyway, 
they are great for a wander 
round, you never know what 
you will pick up. I think it 
will be a fantastic thing for 
West Bromwich and the 
area as a whole.” 

As part of the opening cel¬ 
ebrations, customers will be 
treated to a special guest ap¬ 
pearance by Olaf the snow¬ 
man from the Disney film, 
Frozen from Thursday to 
Sunday. 

Chris Edwards Junior, 
trading director at Bargain 
Buys, said: “We really are 
delighted to be introducing 
our new Bargain Buys store 
to shoppers in West Brom¬ 
wich.” 

Help to build 
grotto sought 

SANDWELL community 
organisers are appealing for 
help to build and decorate a 
grotto for Santa. 

Volunteers at Yew Tree 
Community Centre are ap¬ 
pealing for Christmas deco¬ 
rations to kit out a grotto for 
a family festive event which 
is being held on Friday 19 
and Saturday 20 December 
at the centre in Redwood 
Road. 

Anyone who can help out 
can contact Ann Poynton on 
01922 628117. 


CARE OVERHAUL 
FOR HOSPITALS 


Report by Andrew Turton 


PLANS have been revealed to bring walk-in health cen¬ 
tres and out-of-hours GP services to two hospitals con¬ 
trolled by Sandwell health bosses. 

Chiefs are undertaking a review of services across the borough as part 
of plans to bring services together at ‘integrated’ sites. Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) revealed plans 
to bring services onto the sites of Sandwell Hospital and City Hospital, 

in Birmingham. 


Gareth pops 
in for festive 
lights event 

POP Idol runner-up and musical theatre 
star Gareth Gates helped Wednesbury get 
into the festive spirit as he switched on the 
town’s Christmas lights. 

The pop star, known for his cover of Un¬ 
chained Melody as well as playing the title 
role in Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat, performed 
the honours at the 
switch-on event in the 
town centre last Fri¬ 
day. 

Hundreds of peo¬ 
ple turned out to see 
Gates, who mingled 
with the crowds as 
well as performing two 
of his hits, the Elvis Gareth performs 
classic Suspicious Minds and Spirit in the 
Sky, before pressing the plunger with help 
from other guests including a Queen Elsa 
lookalike, from Frozen, and Wednesbury 
poet laureate Brendan Hawthorne. 

Other guests included the Deputy Mayor 
of Sandwell Councillor Shirley Hosell. 

Wednesbury councillor Elaine Costigan 
said: “It was absolutely fantastic. There was 
a great turnout. These events are so im¬ 
portant because they get people off of their 
sofas and out into the town.” 


These would additionally include some 
mental health, social care and community 
nursing services. Walk-in health and ur¬ 
gent care centres are currently based in 
Parsonage Street, in West Bromwich, and 
Heath Street, in Winson Green, Birming¬ 
ham. 

But under proposals bosses say these 
would be moved onto the sites of each 
nearest hospital. 

More than 130,000 patients are ex¬ 
pected to visit the walk-in centres under 
the plans. This calculates into 1,323 visits 
per week and 189 visits per day at each of 
the sites in the hospital grounds. 

Officials at the CCG say they believe 
the new systems would reduce confusion 
for patients who they say have struggled 
to understand where to go for treatment. 

Admission 

CCG senior commissioning manager, 
Lisa Maxfield, said in a report: “The inten¬ 
tion would be to commission an integrated 
model that includes the activity from 
walk-in centres, out-of-hours services, the 
GP front end services, along with integrat¬ 
ing mental health, social care, community 
nursing services and admission avoidance 
services. 

Officials have admitted that these plans 
would need to be adjusted further once 
building work on the new £370 million 
Midland Metropolitan Hospital. 

Bosses say that the new hospital would 
become the main treatment centre with 
the accident and emergency department. 

But the report says that while the 
walk-in health and urgent care centres 
would remain at the Sandwell Hospital 
site, bosses would need to find a new site 
in west Birmingham. 

The scheme is being drawn to be imple¬ 
mented from 2016 under the proposals. 



Huge blaze at industrial units 



Part of the devastation can be seen after the fire broke out at the industrial estate 


MORE than 60 firefighters 
were called in to tackle a major 
fire at an industrial estate in 
Smethwick, yesterday. 

The blaze broke out in units 
on the Middlemore Industrial 
Estate at around 3am. 

West Midlands Fire Service 
said the blaze had affected 
mixed use industrial units, 
clothes, electrical goods and 
stationary supplies. There was 
traffic chaos after surround¬ 
ing roads including Bridge 
Street North, Lewisham Road 


and Wattville Road were shut 
off. Nearby Wattville Primary 
School was closed for the day 
and residents in the vicinity 
were asked to keep their win¬ 
dows shut due to smoke. 

West Midlands Fire Service 
Group Commander, Nigel 
Soaden, described it as a “very 
dangerous scene”, but no inju¬ 
ries had been reported. 

It is unclear what caused 
the blaze but investigators at 
the time were not ruling out an 
arson attack. 



The fire at its height 


Putting 
brake on 
borough 
cruisers 

CAR cruising has been out¬ 
lawed in the Black Country 
following a successful High 
Court bid to rid it from our 
streets. 

West Midlands Police 
along with Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, Dudley, Sandwell and 
Walsall councils applied for 
a court order banning boy 
racers from gathering. 

It means nowhere in the 
four metropolitan boroughs 
will the practice be allowed 
with police given powers to 
arrest. The order, which will 
be in place for three years, 
includes a ban on the fol¬ 
lowing. Participating in car 
cruising anywhere in the 
Black Country outlined by 
the four local authority’s 
geographical areas. 

Promoting the event via 
email, internet or by broad¬ 
casting. Speed racing, driv¬ 
ing in convoys, performing 
stunts as part of car cruis¬ 
ing. Anyone who breaches 
the order can face two years 
in jail for contempt of court. 

The Black Country now 
joins Cannock District 
Council which sought a sim¬ 
ilar injunction in 2012. 

The councils and police 
had sought a stricter order 
than previously imposed 
where those spectating 
car cruising were liable for 
prosecution. But His Hon¬ 
our Judge Robert Owen QC 
had fears about the scope of 
the order potentially incrim¬ 
inating bystanders. 

• Lawlessness - Page 2 

Free parking 
at Christmas 

SHOPPERS can park for 
free in Sandwell Council car 
parks on the three Satur¬ 
days before Christmas. 

There will be no charge in 
the council-run car parks on 
December 6, 13 and 20. It 
does not apply to on-street 
parking and privately-run 
car parks. Councillor Maria 
Crompton, cabinet member 
for highways and environ¬ 
ment, said: “We hope it will 
encourage more people to 
shop local.” 

For a list go to www. 
sandwell.gov.uk/parking 
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CONTACT US 


Have you got a story or an event you want covered? 
The Chronicle and Express & Star have a team of 
reporters covering Sandwell who can help: 

Heather Large: 01384 353203 
heather.large@expressandstar.co.uk 
Adam Grinsell: 01902 319501 
adam.grinsell@expressandstar.co.uk 
Tom Mason: 01902 319550 
tom.mason@expressandstar.co.uk 
Katy-Rose Meaney: 01384 353201 
katy.meaney@expressandstar.co.uk 
What’s happening in your area? We are always 
keen to hear about any issues affecting you. 

E-mail your information and pictures to: 
Sandwell.Chronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
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Photographic 
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Paws for thought with dogs home bid 


THE construction of a new dog 
rescue and welfare centre serv¬ 
ing Sandwell has been officially 
launched. 

Chief executive of Birmingham 
Dogs Home, together with Rich¬ 
ard Temple Cox CBE, chairman 
of the trustees. Danny Dawson, 
and construction firm Clugston’s 
regional manager for the West 
The ground-breaking ceremony for the home Midlands,atttended a special 



ceremony. Clugston Construc¬ 
tion, which is part of the £230m 
privately owned Clugston Group 
of companies, secured the £5.5m 
contract to construct the new fa¬ 
cility. 

Scheduled to open in summer 
2015 the new Birmingham Dogs 
Home will be a purpose-built fa¬ 
cility in the countryside in Cathe- 
rine-de-Barnes near Solihull. 


It will provide 120 re-homing 
kennels, a veterinary suite and 
lnumber of external exercise 
areas. 

It will also include administra¬ 
tion areas, community rooms, car 
parking and residential accom¬ 
modation for the centre manager. 
The new dogs home has been de¬ 
signed by Birmingham-based As¬ 
sociated Architects. 


'Lawlessness' of car 
cruisers under fire 


THE judge who granted the Black Country 
boy racers injunction said there appeared to 
be ‘complete lawlessness’ in the four bor¬ 
oughs over the issue. 

Birmingham Civil Justice Centre heard this week 
how the injunction was sought because the police 
didn’t have ‘sufficient resources’ to prosecute, mak¬ 
ing it diffcult to bring car cruisers ‘to book’. 


Service due 
in memory 
of lost ones 

TWO Sandwell funeral di¬ 
rectors have teamed up to 
host a memorial service for 
families and friends to re¬ 
member their loved ones 
who they have lost over the 
past year. 

Companies G Gibbs and 
George Webb, which are 
both based in West Brom¬ 
wich, are holding the spe¬ 
cial service at St Francis 
Church, based in Freeman 
Road, Wednesbury. 

The event takes place on 
Thursday, December 11, 
starting at 7.30pm. 

Anyone is welcome to at¬ 
tend and during the service 
the names of those who have 
passed away will be read out 
to the congregation. 

Family and friends of 
those who have died will 
also be invited to light up 
a candle as part of the pro¬ 
ceedings, in their memory. 

Funeral director Scott 
Mills, said: “We have been 
serving the local community 
for many years and we think 
that the people of West Bro¬ 
mwich will find the service 
very comforting. 

“Christmas can be a very 
difficult time for those who 
have lost someone close to 
them and this is one small 
way that we can help local 
families to remember their 
loved ones.” 


A three-year order ban¬ 
ning the practice was 
granted in an effort to erad¬ 
icate it from the streets. The 
Black Country now joins 
Cannock District Council 
which sought a similar in¬ 
junction in 2012. 

MrJoseph Giret QC, rep¬ 
resenting Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, Walsall, Dudley and 
Sandwell councils, said: 
“The councils have given 
great thought on how to 
manage this current issue. 

“Police don’t have the suf¬ 
ficient wherewithal to bring 
everyone involved in car 
cruising to book.” 

It emerged in the hearing 
that there had been 31 acci¬ 
dents in the Black Country 
as a result of car cruising 
and that as recent as No¬ 
vember 16 there had been 
problems with boy racing. 
The Black Country Route 
in Bilston and Moxley; Bir¬ 
mingham New Road on the 
border of Wolverhampton 
and Dudley; Flood Street 
Car Park in Dudley and 
Maybrook Industrial Estate 
in Brownhills have all been 
hotspots for car cruisers. 

More than 100 witness 
statements from residents 
across the area were sub¬ 
mitted as part of the appli¬ 
cation. Many spoke of their 
concern about the anti-so¬ 
cial impact on their lives 
with dangerous driving, lit¬ 
tering and loud music. 

His Honour Judge Robert 
Owen QC said: “It appears 
to be complete lawlessness 
in these four boroughs 
where people can’t be pros¬ 
ecuted. Something doesn’t 
seem right.” 


Curtain-up on £ 60 k revamp 



Parish Priest Father Leonard Cox shows the new look inside St Peter’s Church 


A CHURCH is gearing up for the festive 
season after its £60,000 transformation 
is complete. St Peter’s Church, in Greets 
Green, West Bromwich, has revealed the 
revamp in the hope of encouraging a new 
generation of church-goers. 

A new altar, decorations and a kitchen 
area have been created thanks to generous 
donations and grants. 

The former flooring has been replaced by 
new wooden boarding and red carpet has 
been installed leading up to the altar. 


Father Leonard Cox, who has been in 
charge for three years says that the new 
flooring will help improve disabled access. 

A Rainbow and Sea Cadet group have also 
been set up based at the church, in White¬ 
hall Road, over the past 18 months. 

Priest, Father Leonard Cox, said he was 
pleased with the transformation and hoped 
it would help marry its traditions with the 
modern face of the church. People can see 
the changes on Sundayfrom 10am with a 
mass for the second Sunday of Advent. 


Supplier's 
staff help 
to bring 
in cheer 

A TEAM of energy supplier 
workers have spared their 
free time to put up Christ¬ 
mas decorations at Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital. 

Six employees from 
npower’s Oldbury base led 
returned to the children’s 
hospital for a second year to 
hang decorations in the au¬ 
diology and diabetes home 
care wards. 

Team leader Louise Wil¬ 
liams said: “To put deco¬ 
rations up for the young 
patients to enjoy gives me 
the chance to repay some 
of the excellent service they 
have provided my son.” In 
partnership with Commu¬ 
nity Service Volunteers, 
npower encourages employ¬ 
ees to carry out work in the 
community. 

Ms Williams said: “Giving 
back to the community is an 
excellent way of team-build¬ 
ing and npower’s commu¬ 
nity programme means we 
can take one day a year to 
participate in worthy causes 
for our communities.” 

So far this year, almost 
2,000 npower employees 
have carried out commu¬ 
nity volunteer work, giving 
around 10,000 hours to local 
charities and causes. 

Hotel holiday 
offer launch 

A BARGAIN holiday is on 
offer from the Rotary Clubs 
of Sandwell. 

The Merton House Hotel 
in Ross on Wye specifically 
caters for disabled, elderly 
and frail people. Transport 
to and from the hotel is in¬ 
cluded, with places available 
for weeks starting April 11 
and 18. 

Applications have to be 
made before January 31. 

Anyone interested should 
send a stamped addressed 
envelope, and details in¬ 
cluding name address and 
telephone number to Mer¬ 
ton House Holiday Offer, c/o 
Bill Elliot, Orchard School, 
Causeway Green Road, Old¬ 
bury, B68 8LD. 

For more information on 
the hotel go to www.merton- 
house.org. 


Festive valley 

SANDWELL Valley hosts 
its annual Christmas week¬ 
end between December 13 
and 14. There is aChristmas 
fair as well as a band, carol 
singers and seasonal gifts. 
It runs at 10am to 4.30pm 
each day and entry cost is 
£2.85 for adults and £2.35 
for children and over-60s. 



SELL • REPAIR 


UNLOCK • SELL • REPAIR • UNLOCK • 


screen 


i& 


laptops repaired on site 

* iPhone 4,5 and iPad 
; carried out 
by a fully qualified 
iTechnician 

•Fast, efficient and 
reliable same-day 
service 


All Repairs carried out on site 

We offer a range of ‘Pay As 
You Go’ phones, both brand 
new and second hand, also 
a wide range of accessories. 
Brand new mobile phones 
unlocked and available on 
all networks start from just 


£19 and phone accessories 
include sim cards, silicone 
and gel cases, batteries, flip 
wallets, headphones, screen 
protectors, home and in-car 
chargers, international calling 
cards and are also local agents 
for Giffgaff and Lycamobile. 

We also offer an on site repair 
centre where we can fix any 
phone screen and also provide 
a while-you-wait service. 

All repairs on any I-Phone or 
I-Pad are carried out by our 
qualified 1-Technician, who 
provides a fast, efficient and 
reliable service. 


i 81 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7AY Tel: 07825 414751 


Talk n Talk Mobiles & Repair Centre 






































Academy 
needs to 
improve 
- Ofsted 

AN academy in Sandwell 
has been rated as ‘requires 
improvement’ in its first in¬ 
spection since it converted 
from a school two years ago. 

But the behaviour of 
pupils and leadership and 
management of Bristnall 
Hall Academy in Oldbury 
were judged as ‘good’. 

Inspectors for Ofsted said 
that not enough students 
have made consistently good 
progress since the academy 
opened. However, they said 
this was improving. 

There were also concerns 
about teaching with in¬ 
spectors saying it was ‘not 
consistently inspiring and 
interesting’. 

But the work of princi¬ 
pal Vince Green who was 
appointed in September to 
make improvements was 
recognised. 

Inspectors said he had 
‘galvanised staff enthusi¬ 
asm’ since joining and that 
staff and students were 
‘overwhelming positive 
about the principal’s vision 
for further improvement’. 

Mr Green said: “We 
are really pleased that 
the changes already made 
within our academy were 
acknowledged by the Ofsted 
team. The areas they iden¬ 
tified for further improve¬ 
ment are in line with our 
thinking and future plans.” 

NIP backing 
donors call 

WARLEY MP John Spellar 
has joined forces with the 
Children’s Heart Federa¬ 
tion charity in its call to 
help raise awareness for 
more heart donors for chil¬ 
dren. 

The MP is helping in¬ 
crease awareness for heart 
donors needed in Sandwell 
and across the UK after an 
opinion poll showed the vast 
majority of the UK were in 
favour of organ donation 
but awareness of organ do¬ 
nation was low. 

He has also signed a 
pledge to support the setting 
up of an All Parliamentary 
Group on the issue. 

Travellers fined 

DOZENS of fines were 
handed out to passen¬ 
gers travelling on buses in 
Smethwick without tickets 
or with fraudulent passes. 

Police stopped 26 people 
during an operation involv¬ 
ing checks on 40 buses. 

The fines handed out 
came to a total of £910. 


Pupils fit for change with new programme 


A GROUP of primary schools in 
Sandwell will take part in a new 
programme that aims to boost levels 
of physical activity and competition 
among young children in and out of 
school. 

Fit For Sport - the UK’s experts 
at engaging and educating children 
through activity - has been awarded 
nearly £200,000 of National Lot¬ 
tery funding from Sport England 
to deliver its Engage To Compete 
Pupils on the scheme programme following the success of 



its pilot project last year. Over 20 
schools and 5,000 children aged 4-11 
will take part in the Sandwell initia¬ 
tive this academic year. 

Teachers, parents and local leisure 
providers will also be involved to en¬ 
courage and support youngsters in 
the community taking part. 

Fit For Sport experts will train 
and offer guidance to school support 
staff, playground staff and leisure/ 
community instructors to deliver 
the activity sessions at break times, 


lunchtime and after school. Engage 
A spokesman said: “The emphasis 
is on fun activities so that children 
of all abilities and fitness levels can 
take part.” 

By the end of the programme, 
every child should be enjoying some 
form of activity and competing with 
their peers at school as part of the 
Sainsbury’s School Games Level 1 
intra competition. Over 50 per cent 
of the children will then be encour¬ 
aged to also take part in competition 


with neighbouring schools as part of 
the Sainsbury’s School Games Level 
2 inter school competitions. 

All the expertise, teacher and sup¬ 
port staff training will be provided to 
the schools free of charge. As well as 
seeing an uplift in daily physical ac¬ 
tivity for every child, improvements 
in classroom and playtime behaviour 
can be expected, based on the out¬ 
come of the Engage To Compete pilot 
programme which ran last year at 
schools in Manchester and Somerset. 


Snow go for champions 
after salt pick-up plea 


WITH a possible bad winter looming, veter¬ 
an ‘snow champions’ willing to go the extra 
mile this winter can collect a free 10kg sack 
of salt to help out if it snows. 

After forecasters suggested a big freeze might just 
around the corner, snow champions can pick up a 
sack of salt from Taylors Lane depot in Oldbury be¬ 
tween 9am and 3pm on Saturday and Sunday. 


People must be registered 
as a snow champion and 
they must bring proof of ad¬ 
dress, such as a utility bill or 
driving licence. 

There are 500 sacks of 
salt available to collect on a 
first come, first served basis, 
only one per person. If the 
bags are gone, snow cham¬ 
pions will be given the usual 
two shakers. 

The free sack of salt isn’t 
available to new champions. 
Those who registered earlier 
this month will get a deliv¬ 
ery of a snow shovel, salt 
shakers and a high-vis vest 
over the next few weeks. 

Existing Snow Champi¬ 
ons who can’t collect a sack 
of salt will get two 3kg salt 
shakers delivered to their 
door before Christmas. 

Sandwell Council Leader 
Councillor Darren Cooper 
said: “Some forecasters say 
we’re going to have a bad 
winter, so I think it’s really 
important that we’re all pre¬ 
pared to do what we can to 
help one another. 

“What I want to do this 
year is provide people who 
are able to clear larger areas 
where they live with a big¬ 
ger sack of salt. Please only 


By Simon Stone 

come along to collect some 
salt if you’re already a snow 
champion who registered in 
the previous three years. 

“I’m really proud of how 
people have all pulled to¬ 
gether in previous years 
to help one another when 
it snows. Our snow cham¬ 
pions have cleared paths 
and driveways for elderly 
and vulnerable people and 
helped clear pavements and 
routes to school. It all helps 
to keep Sandwell moving, 
and if it saves just one per¬ 
son a nasty fall, then it’s 
worth it.” 

There are 7,500 people 
registered as snow cham¬ 
pions who use snow shov¬ 
els and salt provided free 
by the council to help out 
in bad weather. They clear 
snow from pavements in 
their communities, as well 
as clearing paths and drive¬ 
ways for elderly or vulner¬ 
able people who might slip 
on snow or ice. For more 
information go to the web¬ 
site www.sandwell.gov.uk/ 
snowchampions 


Tommo at bookies launch 

BOOKMAKERS Coral will open a betting shop in West 
Bromwich bringing five jobs to the town. A special event 
will be held to mark the launch on December 11. 

Horse racing commentator Derek Thompson, known as 
Tommo, will be signing autographs from 11am to 4pm. 

Mr Thompson became the youngest ever commentator 
on the Grand National in 1973 and has been a prominent 
voice in horse racing for 40 years. 


Just the 
ticket as 
jroject is 
inished 

RUSTED and rotting, the 
number 735 Karrier W trol¬ 
leybus was in dire need of a 
new lease of life. But now, 
thanks to the tireless ef¬ 
forts of the Black Country 
Living Museum’s Transport 
Group, the vehicle built in 
1946 is back to its best. 

Volunteers have spent the 
past three years restoring 
the bus and painting it in its 
original blue livery. 

The vehicle, the same 
model as used in the Black 
Country in the 1930s and 
40s, is on loan from Colin 
Saxton from the Bradford 
Trolleybus Association. . 

Chairman of the trans¬ 
port group, Lynton Cop¬ 
per, said: “We come to the 
museum twice a week on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 
when we work on painting 
the bus for around seven to 
eight hours a day. We have 
only used paintbrushes to 
do the work, which is why it 
has taken us so long.” 

The trolleybus will start 
running next year on the 
museum’s line, which is the 
world’s longest route for 
double decker trolleys. 

The vehicle is also impor¬ 
tant as its transfers are the 
last pieces created by Stan 
Letts - a volunteer since 
the 1980s and principal or- 

Front, Gordon Ibbotson, aged 77 from Great Barr, with Eric Birch, Richard Harper, ganiser of bus and tramway 
Don Phipps, Lynton Cooper. Up the ladder is Derek Reed societies, who died in April. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Choir returns for 
Handel classic 

CITY of Birmingham 
Choir is carrying on its 
Christmas tradition this 
year by bringing back their 
annual performance of 
‘Messiah’ by German com¬ 
poser Handel. 

The choir will perform 
at Birmingham Symphony 
Hall on December 12s. 

The show shall be con¬ 
ducted by Adrian Lucas 
with the City of Bir¬ 
mingham Symphony Or¬ 
chestra and featuring 
Birmingham’s city organist 
Thomas Trotter on harpsi¬ 
chord. There will also be a 
quartet of young soloists 
singing arias. 

Pub warned after 
noise complaints 

A PUB has been warned 
over disturbances by li¬ 
censing bosses following 
complaints from people liv¬ 
ing nearby. 

The Cottage Inn, in Tat 
Bank Road in Oldbury, re¬ 
ceived the written warning 
from Sandwell Council. It 
comes after police obtained 
statements from residents 
complaining about noise 
from the pub. 

Bob Charnley, council 
trading standards and li¬ 
censing manager, said: 
“We have written to the 
licence holder.” 

Art group books 
in for exhibition 

A RANGE of work by an 
art group has gone on 
display inside an Oldbury 
library. 

Around 64 paintings are 
being exhibited at Langley 
Library, in Barrs Street. 

Members of the Maurice 
Ryman art group have cre¬ 
ated the pieces which are 
on display until mid Feb¬ 
ruary. 

They are available to 
view during normal library 
opening hours. 

Cannabis plants 
are seized in raid 

MORE than 500 cannabis 
plants have been seized 
during a police raid. 

Officers swooped on 
a property in Stanmore 
Road, Edgbaston. 

Five rooms had been 
converted to grow the drug 
with the electricity ille¬ 
gally abstracted. A total of 
509 plants were discovered 
and will be disposed of by 
police. 

On song for event 

THE Bethesda Christian 
Fellowship at Hill Top, 
West Bromwich is due to 
hold an evening of mu¬ 
sic and songs by the Bath 
Street Band. 

The event is on Sunday 
from 6pm. 
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BARGAIN BLINDS 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY 
LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 




W 


Celebrating ^ 
Our 4 
.15th Yearns 


6 Child Safe 
Vertical Blinds 
From £169 
Fully Fitted 

All Other Blinds Reduced 


VERTICALS, ROLLERS, 
VENETIANS, ROMANS, 
VELUX, PLEATED, PATIO 
AWNINGS AND CURTAINS, 
CONSERVATORY & CURVED 
BLIND SPECIALISTS 
FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features * 1 

Free Phone 0800 0347 111 
Sandwell -www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 


AT LAST! A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST & RELY ON 


Repair Centre 


WINDOW. DOOR & CONSERVATORY REPAIRS 


We offer a complete repair service 
on all uPVC Windows & Doors 

Broken or Misted Double 
Glazed Units Replaced 

• Handles, Letterboxes, Hinges Replaced 

• uPVC Door Lock Specialists 

• Dropped Doors Re-Aligned 

• All Work Fully Guaranteed 

• Free Assessment & Quotation 

• Burglar Alarms 

• CCTV Systems 

•BeatThe GoWThief. 

Call Now For Your FREE Quote 

0121556 7771 • 07412 766665 

24HR Emergency Number 07834 882294 
Head Office: 132 Walsall Road, West Bromwich B71 3HP 

www.Elite-Property-Services.co.uk 


Elite nag riss^ T\IT C H EN5&BATH ROOrVS 



Fully fitted including Tiling, Electrics and Plumbing 




■ hhi 



R8S*al 


10 REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL 
HOMECARE BATHROOM OR KITCHEN 

1 Family business established over 25 years 

2 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 

3 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design to your requirements 

4 Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, sinks and taps to choose 
from, but do not worry, we are here to help and advise what is right for you 

5 We project manage from start to finish 

6 We can supply only, or complete the whole project, including tiling, electrics, 
plumbing, ouilding, plastering and even decorating 

7 All rubbish removed at the end of the project 

8 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

9 NICEIC Registered electricians 

10 Quality products at realistic prices 


tEcarE 


Established over 25 years 

5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 
see our virtual showroom at www.idealhome<are.«>.uk 

MON-FRI10AM 4PM | SATURDAY 10AM-2PM | CLOSED WED AND SUN | OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT 
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Backing for pet remembrance plan 


PERMISSION has been given for a 
memorial garden dedicated to the 
remembrance of pets at a cremato¬ 
rium in Sandwell. 

The garden at Sandwell Val¬ 
ley Crematorium off Forge Lane 
in West Bromwich will take up a 
one-hectare space which is cur¬ 
rently an unused cattle field. 

The memorial garden will form 
part of an ongoing £388,000 revamp 
of the crematorium. A report, sub¬ 


mitted as part of a planning applica¬ 
tion, reads: “Sandwell Registration 
Services plans to develop a memo¬ 
rial garden that is dedicated to the 
scattering and burial of pets. 

“The design will take into ac¬ 
count the surrounding green area. 
Natural paths with a mixture of for¬ 
mal and informal walkways will cut 
between the wildflower areas and 
native trees.” 

The memorial garden has been 


designed to impact as little as pos¬ 
sible on the area surrounding the 
crematorium. A concrete path will 
allow for disabled use. 

Councillor Maria Crompton, for 
highways and environment, said: “I 
am very excited about the idea and 
I think members of the public will 
absolutely welcome it also. 

“An awful lot of people out there 
have pets and they want to be able 
to give them a good send off. It will 


be nice for people to have a place 
to remember them when they are 
gone. 

“If there is a space for people to 
be able to do something lovely like 
this then it will be well used.” 

The crematorium is currently 
being refurbished to cater for up to 
100 mourners. The £3.25m facility 
now includes a state-of-the-art digi¬ 
tal autopsy suite funded by medical 
software company iGene. 


Half of crimes on war 
memorials unsolved 



The gun is missing from the soldier at the memorial The First World War memorial at Smet- 


Focus group hosts Christmas fair 


THE BEST OF t 

PETER RHODE^ 

HOW democracy works. September: Scotland votes con¬ 
vincingly against independence. November: Whitehall an¬ 
nounces Scotland will get control over its income tax. To 
the losers, the spoils? 

ED Miliband, without a hint of irony, tells us the word 
that springs into his mind when he sees white-van man 
flying England flags from his Transit is “respect.” Which is 
odd because the rest of us think: “Bet he’s using a mobile 
phone.” 

A LABOUR bigwig on the radio was explaining how ea¬ 
gerly his party is recruiting working-class members. So 
when did you last see a new working-class Labour candi¬ 
date fight a winnable General Election seat? Labour candi¬ 
dates are overwhelmingly middle-class and it helps if you 
are married to an existing MP or if your surname is Blair, 
Straw, Kinnock or Prescott. 

REALITY check, please. Home Secretary Theresa May 
says Britain faces a terror threat “unmatched before or 
since 9/11.” That’s a nasty attack of amnesia, Mrs May. 

you really forgotten that be¬ 
fore 9/11 we had 30 years 
of the IRA Troubles? That 
was real terrorism. Thou¬ 
sands of bombs were det¬ 
onated all over the United 
Kingdom and Ulster. More 
than 3,500 people were 
killed and 47,500 injured. 
Since 9/11 there has been 
one successful Islamist 
attack on the UK, the 7/7 
Tube bombings of 2005 in 
which 52 people died, plus 
the slaying of Lee Rigby 
by a pair of deranged psy¬ 
chopaths. To compare today’s nebulous terrorist threat 
with the real, daily carnage of the Troubles is to rewrite 
history with no regard for the facts. The truth is that you 
are far less likely to be involved in a terrorist incident today 
than at any time in the 1970s, 1980s or 1990s. Why politi¬ 
cians want to convince you otherwise is anyone’s guess. 

MY poppy has arrived. Fresh from the mud of the Tower 
of London display, it is one of more than 800,000 ceramic 
blooms which captured the attention and imagination of 
millions. I can’t recall such a successful, spontaneous, ef¬ 
fective and efficient means of marking an anniversary and 
it didn’t cost the public purse a penny. The poppies arrive 
neatly packed in a box with a booklet explaining the history 
of the display and a certificate of authenticity. Something 
to treasure. But this must not be the end of the Tower’s 
part in the Great War commemoration. July 1, 2016 will 
be the 100th anniversary of the first day of the Battle of 
the Somme when about 20,000 British soldiers perished 
and 40,000 were wounded. The planting of 20,000 white 
crosses in the moat of the Tower would be a fine memorial 
to the carnage of that day and to a battle which is forever 
imprinted in the British psyche. 

FIRST, GQ magazine names Tony Blair Philanthropist 
of the Year. Next, Save the Children gives him its Global 
Legacy award. Are we witnessing a worldwide epidemic 
of irony? 

REMEMBER Me (BBC1), the new supernatural thrill¬ 
er starring Michael Palin proves once again that nothing 
makes us dive behind the sofa quite like dark old houses, 
creaky floorboards, flickering shadows and things sudden¬ 
ly going BANG! The old ingredients are still the best. 

MEDIA doctor Max Pemberton points out to Bob Geldof 
that Ebola is by no means the biggest threat to Africa. As 
he puts it: “Diarrhoea kills far more people than Ebola. 
Why hasn’t Bob released a single about that?” Possibly 
because the Diarrhoea Song already exists. It is often 
heard being sung lustily on coach trips by Year Six kids 
and, frankly, no-one would want to buy it. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


MORE than half of the vandals 
and thieves who have targeted 
war memorials in the region over 
the last three years have not been 
caught, according to latest police 
figures. 

West Midlands Police say that since 2011 
they have down on record 10 offences involv¬ 
ing damage to memorial sites. 

The cases range from people who have ei¬ 
ther stolen from, set fire to or vandalised a 
war memorial in the region. 

Only four instances recorded by officers 
over this period of time have been described 
as being ‘detected’. 

Chairman of the Gornal Royal British Le¬ 
gion, Councillor Ken Finch, said: “It is noth¬ 
ing but disgusting. In my opinion anyone 
found doing something like this should be 
punished to the highest degree. 

“They are damaging sites built in memory 
of people who died so they could live a free 
life.” 

Nearly every crime recorded before 2013 
has so far been left unresolved. 

Cases left undetected include an arson 
attack on St John’s Preservation Ground 
in Dudley last year, where a poppy wreath 
was set alight. Offenders who stole a bronze 
rifle from The Boer War Memorial at Dudley 
Cemetery have also not been found. 

Rifle 

Thieves who stole two plaques from Wil- 
lenhall Memorial Park in 2011 have still 
not been caught, nor have the culprits who 
took a bronze rifle from a statue at Thimble- 
mill Recreation and Entertainment Centre, 
Smethwick, the same year. 

Vandals who scrawled graffiti over the 
steps leading to the cenotaph in Wolver¬ 
hampton City centre’s St Peter’s Church 
just days before First World War memo¬ 
rial ceremonies took place earlier this year 
were caught, as were the thieves who stole a 
bronze plaque from the war memorial at St 
Augustine’s Church in Dudley not long after. 

Also found were those responsible for tak¬ 
ing bronze from a statue at a South African 
War Memorial in Edgbaston. 

Superintendent Mike O’Hara at Wolver¬ 
hampton Police said: “We take these crimes 
very seriously especially now with the cen¬ 
tenary of the First World War making it a 
particularly sensitive subject. 

“Thefts and criminal damage of this type 
are callous and disrespectful. We aim to pros¬ 
ecute those responsible wherever possible.” 


CHILDREN can meet Santa and have their photo 
taken with him at a Christmas fair. 

The Lion Farm Focus Group is staging the an¬ 
nual event tomorrow (Friday) from 4pm at the 
junction of Hartlebury Road and Martley Road, 
Oldbury 

The group is made up of representatives from 
Rounds Green Library, Sandwell Council Commu¬ 
nity Development Department, Lion Farm Action 
Centre, St James Church, Sandwell Adventure 
Play Association (SAPA) Lion Farm Playcentre 
and Out of School Club, St James School, Unicorn 
Day Nursery and local shops and businesses. 


Christmas lights will be switched on in all the 
surrounding buildings and a fun fair for children 
will be set up on the car park in front of the library 
and shops. 

St James Church hall will play host to a variety 
of performances, craft stalls and outside activities 
including a ukulele band and a bouncy castle. 

Unicorn Day Nursery will be open, offering a 
tombola, craft stalls and activity tables. 

Refreshments will be served at Rounds Green li¬ 
brary. Anyone wishing to hold a craft stall is asked 
to call St James School on 0121 5525491 or Mr 
Chris Sale at St James Church. 



Project to 
transform 
estate is 
recognised 

A MULTI-MILLION pound 
redevelopment which has 
transformed a West Brom¬ 
wich estate has received its 
third award in 12 months. 

Lyng Community Asso¬ 
ciation (LCA), which has 
spearheaded the regenera¬ 
tion of the Lyng estate over 
the past 14 years, has won 
Residential Project of the 
Year in the Builder and En¬ 
gineer Awards. The awards 
recognise the construc¬ 
tion industry’s stand-out 
achievements and showcase 
winners’ efforts. 

Lyng’s redevelopment 
has already scooped Best 
Regeneration Scheme in the 
Housing Excellence Awards 
2014 and won the MADE20 
award as one of the 20 best 
development projects built 
in the Midlands in the last 
five years. 

LCA has worked with 
Sandwell Council and Bar- 
ratt West Midlands on 
breathing new life into the 
Lyng, building new homes, 
creating a play area and de¬ 
veloping public open space. 
Around 450 homes have 
been built as part of the 
£50million project. 

LCA chairman Wendy 
Bodenham said: “I am de¬ 
lighted the hard work we 
have put in has not only 
paid off, but also been re¬ 
peatedly recognised on a 
national scale.” 

Church hosts 
a festive fair 

RYDER’S Green Methodist 
Church hosts its Christmas 
fair this weekend. 

It will be held at the 
church on Greets Green 
Road, West Bromwich, from 
11.30am on Saturday (De¬ 
cember 6). 

There will be a 25p fee on 
the door and the fair will 
feature a Santa’s Grotto, 
a tombola and raffle, cake 
stalls, Christmas gifts as 
well as hot pork sandwiches. 

Alex Cooksey, church 
member and one of the or¬ 
ganisers, said: “Escape the 
cold with a warm building 
and warm personalities. 

“It will be a great day for 
a great price.” 


Village panto 

KINVER Light Operatic So¬ 
ciety is staging its version 
of Jack and The Beanstalk 
at Edgecliff High School. It 
runs until December 6 and 
takes place every night this 
week at 7.30pm with a Sat¬ 
urday matinee at 2.30pm. 
Call 01384 836963. 


Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door-operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST £699! 

INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 

_ A 


Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 
♦Manual override for use in a power cut 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 
♦Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 
♦Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 



CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from thi s offer you should call 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 



from Concept Blinds 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 




• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


te*CMe 



OUT WITH THE OLD IN WITH THE NEW AT 

CASH 4 CLOTHES * 

GET INSTANT 
CASH 

FOR ALL YOUR OLD f U ff a- ^ ff 
CLOTHES AND RAGS TipPr ^ 

We Buy: Clothing, Shoes, Handbags, Bedding 

• No Workwear • No Dirty or Damaged Clothes 

We also take Washing Machines, Fridges and any other surplus appliances 


www.oberonrecycling.co.uk Email: info@oberonrecycling.co.uk 


275 Bristnall Hall Road, Oldbury B68 9NF Shop: 

(Queens Head, Opp Garage) 145 Lunt Road, Bilston, WV14 7AJ 



FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 









































Thousands 
taking up 
childcare 
at no cost 

MORE than 18,000 toddlers 
in the West Midlands are ac¬ 
cessing free childcare, new 
figures show. 

The Government offers 
free childcare to two year 
olds from low income fam¬ 
ilies, and has doubled the 
number of available places 
to include 40 per cent of 
families. 

Childcare and education 
minister Sam Gyimah has 
launched a campaign en¬ 
couraging parents to check 
their eligibility. 

Mr Gyimah said: “The 
early years count which is 
why making sure parents 
have access to affordable, 
high quality education is 
part of our plan for educa¬ 
tion. I know that childcare 
costs can be a real burden 
for some parents and am 
pleased to see so many par¬ 
ents in the West Midlands 
taking up the free childcare 
offered for their two-year- 
old.” 

There are 18,152 two- 
year-olds accessing free 
childcare in the West Mid¬ 
lands. He said evidence 
suggests children from less 
advantaged backgrounds 
often start school 19 months 
behind their peers, but also 
reveals that good quality 
childcare can reduce this 
gap and have a significant 
benefit in terms of a child’s 
development. 

Area smoking 
level declines 

THE number of smokers in 
the West Midlands is lower 
than the national average, 
according to new figures. 

The proportion of people 
in Great Britain who smoke 
cigarettes now stands at 19 
per cent, a fall of more than 
half in the past 40 years, 
when the figure was 46 per 
cent. In the West Midlands 
the figure is 17.8 per cent. 

It comes as official figures 
also show that only a tiny 
proportion of people who 
use e-cigarettes had never 
smoked before. 

There had been concerns 
that e-cigarettes would nor¬ 
malise smoking. 

Free childcare 

MORE than 18,000 toddlers 
in the West Midlands are ac¬ 
cessing free childcare, new 
figures show. The govern¬ 
ment offers free childcare to 
two-year-olds from low in¬ 
come families, and has dou¬ 
bled the number of available 
places to include 40 per cent 
of families. 


Horror 

U 

Pippa in December 2013 


dress disaster inspired weight loss 


AFTER a gala dress disaster last 
Christmas, congratulations are in or¬ 
der for 43-year-old Pippa Lee. 

Having lost an impressive four stone 
in weight, the Slimming World con¬ 
sultant from Jean Drive, Tipton, has 
put an embarrassing incident behind 
her. She was a dress size 20 last win¬ 
ter, weighing 17.5 stone, when things 
went wrong. “I was about to leave 
home for the Avon gala dinner when 
I had a disaster,” Pippa said. 

“The whole of my gown split down 
the middle. At first my friend thought 
it was really funny until she realised 
how upset I was and she pinned my 


dress back together for me. It is what 
inspired me to lose weight.” 

Now, she has swapped the junk-food 
diet for healthier options. 

In May Pippa began to change 
her lifestyle by getting herself back 
onto the Slimming World wagon and 
started attending the groups herself 
to gain the extra support she needed. 
She added: “I used to pick at food all 
day, my eating habits consisted of a 
high amount of junk food and I was 
not happy in myself. 

“The Slimming World diet is great 
because there is no restriction on the 
amount you eat, it’s just about learn¬ 


ing that balance and swapping un¬ 
healthy for healthy.” 

Six months on she has dropped to 
a size 16, weighing 13.5 stone. Pippa 
also made the decision to give up her 
Avon job and return to the career she 
had previously done for 10 years as a 
Slimming World consultant. She took 
her first group recently and said: “I 
love being a consultant, it means that 
I can provide support for people going 
through the same thing as me..” 

Pippa’s classes are every Tuesday 
at 7.30pm at West Bromwich Leisure 
Centre. Anyone interested in attend¬ 
ing can call Pippa on 07816 900149. 



Pippa, four stone lighter 


Borough cheats walk away 
with £6m in false benefits 


BENEFIT cheats in Sandwell got away with 
more than £6 million in overpayments after 
fiddling claims forms, new figures reveal. 

Money was paid to hundreds of people who were 
not entitled to receive the payments during a 
12-month period. Benefit fraud, delays by people 
reporting changes of circumstances, claimants not 


filling out forms correctly 

Jobs boost 
as retailers 
to open up 

FOUR new businesses will 
be opening their doors at 
West Bromwich’s £200m 
New Square shopping cen¬ 
tre, bringing a welcome 
jobs boost. Shoe Zone and 
travel company Thomson 
Holiday Store will welcome 
their first customers before 
Christmas. 

This will be followed in 
January with the arrival of 
optician chain Specsavers 
and indoor soft play centre 
Funky Monkeys will be join¬ 
ing the centre in the spring. 

The play centre at New 
Square will be the firm’s 
second in England. 

These new additions to 
New Square come on the 
back of a successful first 
year for the shopping cen¬ 
tre, with more than five 
million visitors and 2,000 
jobs created. 

It is not yet known how 
many jobs will be created by 
the four new businesses. 

Last week the £140 mil¬ 
lion retail and leisure de¬ 
velopment, which opened 
in July 2013, saw footfall 
of 148,000 - a 73 per cent 
increase on the number of 
visitors for the same time 
last year. 


and administrative errors 
all contributed to the 
overpayments. 

The total bill of overpay¬ 
ments between April 2013 
and March this year was 
£6,372,907.96. It was up on 
the council’s previous total 
of £6,328,377.73 during the 
2012/13 financial year. 

Councillor Steve Eling, 
deputy leader and cabinet 
member for strategic re¬ 
sources said: “The reason 
that the figures may seem 
high is because the council 
is meticulous at working 
to root out people who are 
making incorrect and fraud¬ 
ulent claims. 

Applications 

“We investigate claims 
about undeclared work, peo¬ 
ple living together, failing 
to declare income and make 
false income claims. People 
who try to make fraudulent 
applications for benefits 
should realise that we are 
working hard at rooting out 
these frauds. 

“These people should re¬ 
member that we will find 
them and recover the bene¬ 
fits they have claimed. The 
figure should be a warning 
to people that we are deter¬ 
mined to track them down.” 

Council leader Darren 
Cooper added: “Some of it 
is down to the worsening 
financial situation. It would 
be great to get to a position 
where people do not have 
to claim benefits but at the 
moment there are too many 
people struggling.” 



Music success hope is Two Days Late 


Two Days Late, Dan Penn 23 from Cradley Heath, Josh Owen 24 from Halesowen, Steve Parsons 24 from Stour- 


THEY’VE performed in pubs and 
clubs across the region and now a 
Black Country band is hoping to at¬ 
tract a wider audience - as well as a 
record deal - as they celebrate the re¬ 
lease of their first EE 

Four piece indie band Two Days 
Late spent up to six months putting 
the tracks together.Their EP Sally has 
gone live on major music platforms 
iTunes, Spotify and SoundCloud, with 
three tracks - Sally (I Like The Way 
You Move), Jealousy and High. Re¬ 


corded in The Twang’s studios in Bir¬ 
mingham’s Jewellery Quarter, band 
members comprise Dan Penn, aged 

23, from Cradley Heath, Josh Owen, 

24, from Halesowen, Steve Parsons, 
24, from Stourbridge, and Drew Saun¬ 
ders, 23, from Quinton. 

Bass player Steve, who works as a 
computer engineer, said: “It has been 
so surreal to see our music out there, 
the fact that our friends and family 
can search for the EP on things like 
Spotify and iTunes is incredible.” The 


name of the band relates to the poor 
time-keeping of two members, Dan 
and Drew. 

Steve said: “Drew seems to be late 
to pretty much everything all the time, 
but he does work full time, so he has 
a good excuse. But Dan seems to have 
stopped being late since he bought a 
car.’’Sally can be bought on iTunes 
for £1.29 and heard on SoundCloud at 
www.soundcloud.com/twodayslate 

The band has a Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/twodayslateuk 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Man named after 
fatal car collision 

A MAN who died in a car 
crash on a busy route in 
Warley has been named lo¬ 
cally as Adam Hancox. 

Police attended the crash 
on the A4123 Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Road between Bleak- 
house Road and Clent Road 
on the morning of Sunday 
November 23. A red Ford 
Ka collided with a blue VW 
Passat and witnesses told 
officers a person ran off 
after the crash. 

Tributes have been paid 
to Mr Hancox, aged 25, who 
lived in Bearwood, through 
Facebook. A 26-year-old 
man was arrested on sus¬ 
picion of causing death by 
dangerous driving. 

Handel’s Messiah 
to be performed 

HANDEL’S Messiah will 
be performed at St John’s 
Church in the Square, 
in Wolverhampton next 
week. 

The 80 members of the 
Wombourne and District 
Choral Society will per¬ 
form the composition on 
December 13, along with 
the Chameleon Arts Or¬ 
chestra. Refreshments will 
be available in the interval. 

Tickets for adults cost 
£10 available from 01902 
744447 or at the door on 
the night. Under 18s are 
admitted for free. 

Advice centre in 
charity funds bid 

AN advice centre helping 
European citizens com¬ 
ing to West Bromwich has 
marked its 11th anniversa¬ 
ry by helping collect hun¬ 
dreds of pounds for charity. 

Global Centre, which is 
an advisory and transla¬ 
tion centre, in High Street, 
raised £832.56 for Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital. 
Centre director Beata 
Stojek said staff wanted to 
help a local charity after a 
similar collection last year. 

Appeal for family 
after man’s death 

RELATIVES of a man who 
has recently died are being 
sought by the Black Coun¬ 
try coroner. 

Colin Woodhouse died at 
his home in Corngreaves 
Walk, Oldbury, on Nov¬ 
ember 12. Inquiries have 
failed to trace any member 
of the 79-year-old’s family. 
Please contact Coroners 
Officer Elaine Huckfield 
on 0845 352 7490. 

Flats approved 

PLANS to turn a house of 
multiple occupancy into 
five self-contained flats 
have been approved. 

The work will be carried 
out on Waterloo Road, Wol¬ 
verhampton after permis¬ 
sion was secured. 
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Webb’s Walled Garden Gi 


Christmas decorations and gifts 
Excellent quality fresh 
Christmas trees 

National Garden Gift Vouchers available 
• Fabulous Gift Shop stocking 
• Gisela Graham giftware Roger La Borde cards 
• and Bomb Cosmetics. 

01214294445 

www.webbswalledgarden.com 

64-66-68 Three Shires Oak Road 
Bearwood B67 5BU 

Opening times - Mon-Sat 9.30am - 6pm 
Wed - 9.30am - 4pm Sun - 10.30am - 3pm 




Hot meals cooked freshly everyday 

Catered from a Level 5 kitchen I Delivery service 7 days a week 
• Meals on wheels service • Hot and cold meals delivered 7 days a week 
Lunch club block meals and deserts provided 
• Hot and cold sandwiches, 
salads for afternoon tea 




Tel: 01214 216664 • Mob:07881 235865 
crusty cottage@gmail.com | www.crustycottage.co.uk 
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with Mark Andrews 


I’M really trying to get my head 
around all this Black Friday stuff, 
but as far as I can see it pretty 
much boils down to this. 

People arrive at the shops 
two hours before they’re due to 
open during one of the coldest 
months of the year, and queue 
outside waiting for the nice se¬ 
curity guard to let them in. 

Then there is a mad stam¬ 
pede, some people get hurt, 
some people get arrested, 
but the lucky ones get a giant 
all-singing, all-dancing television 
set with 20 per cent off. 

Then the following day they 
switch on the said television set 
with its 10ft screen, high defini¬ 
tion picture and surround sound. 
And they watch the X-Factor. 
No, I don’t get it either. 

□ □□ 

IN HIS weekly newspaper col¬ 
umn, social commentator Rod 
Liddle laid into the man from 
Birmingham who dialled 999 to 
ask what the number he should 
dial if he wanted to call the 101 
non-emergency police number. 

He wrote: “Look, I don’t think 
Brummies are thick. I’m not one 
of those snobs who hears some¬ 
one with a Black Country accent 
and immediately thinks they got 
a room-temperature IQ. That’s 
nasty and unjustified.” 

Be honest. You didn’t know he 
was so broad-minded, did you? 

But he is wrong. Very wrong. 

Actually, most Brummies do 
think people with a Black Coun¬ 
try accent are thick. It’s why they 
call us ‘Yam Yams’. 

And if he bothered to look into 
the matter, he would find that 
there are no shortage of people 
in the Black Country who share 
similar preconceptions about our 
cousins from the big city. It’s why 
we find Crossroads so funny. 

You see Rodders, my old 
bean, the Black Country and 
Birmingham are different places. 
Different places where the locals 
have a sort of love-hate relation¬ 
ship. 

Of course it’s unfair, and even 
in the darkest depths of Dar- 
laston, I suspect that people 
probably know in their hearts 
that Brummies are not really that 
much more stupid than the rest 
of us. 

But let’s be honest about 
these things. It might be ‘nasty 
and unjustified’, but it’s flipping 
good fun. 

Roderick, I normally enjoy 
your wit, but next time you want 
to write about people from the 
West Midlands, it might be a 
good idea to check your facts 
before putting pen to paper. Ask 
one of your colleagues from this 
neck of the woods, if you have 
any. 

Because you see, me old 
mucker, people from Brum don’t 
speak with Black Country ac¬ 
cents, they speak with, er, Brum¬ 
mie accents. 

Even the Brummies know that. 

Maybe not the ones who ring 
999 to ask what the number for 
101 is, but most of them. 



The Wonderstuff seen when they performed at Walsall The ground and pitch, which will offer extra seating Banks’s Stadium - countdown to Elton John begins 

Elton gig money in 
the Bank’s for club 


Who would have believed 
that Elton John would ever 
play at Banks’s Stadium? 

MARION BRENNAN asks 

HIS list of gig venues is long 
and impressive: Madison 
Square Garden, Caesar’s Pal¬ 
ace, the Royal Albert Hall, 
Buckingham Palace and now - 
Banks’s Stadium. 

Yes, come next June, living leg¬ 
end Sir Elton John will be Crocodile 
Rock-ing his way through his mul¬ 
ti-hit playlist at, not Wembley, but 
Walsall FC. 

He has sold more than 250 million re¬ 
cords, been knighted, performed in 80 
countries across the world and holds the 
record for the biggest selling single of 
all time. The concert is a massive coup 
for Banks’s Stadium and will no doubt 
bring a welcome boost to Walsall’s bank 
account. 

Sir Elton will be the biggest act to per¬ 
form at the stadium since 1991, the only 
time such a huge concert has taken place 
there, when Black Country boys The 
Wonder Stuff played there at the height 
of their fame and accompanied by funny¬ 
man Vic Reeves. 

Or Joe Longthorne last Christmas if 
you count gigs in the club’s banquet¬ 
ing suite. We can safely assume the gig 
will smash the ground’s previous record 
attendance of 11,049 for the Saddlers’ 
nailbiting end-of-season game against 
Rotherham United in 2004 which saw 
them relegated from Division One de¬ 
spite a 3-2 win. 

Last season’s average attendance was 
4,807 and, for one day only, residents liv¬ 
ing around Bescot Road will be getting 
a tiny taste of what it feels like to live 
within a stone’s throw of the Emirates, 
or Old Trafford on a normal match day. 

Bosses at Banks’s said the approach 
came as a surprise to the club, albeit an 



Sir Elton, one of the biggest pop stars ir 

extremely pleasant one. Chief executive 
Stefan Gamble said: “This will be our 
first outdoor concert in over 20 years 
and will not only be a huge boost for the 
club but a momentous day for the town 
of Walsall and the borough as a whole.” 

The Wonder Stuff gig has gone down 
in history not just for the club but for 
the town. It was organised by record 
company boss Steve Jenkins who hails 
from Walsall. The former Joseph Leckie 
High school pupil has had a glittering 
career helping clock up more than 160 
top 40 hits including acts such as Kylie 
Minogue, Steps, Justin Timberlake, 
Backstreet Boys, The Stone Roses and 
2 Unlimited. 

One of Walsall Museum’s most pop¬ 
ular exhibitions was about the music 
mogul and the Wonder Stuff concert 


history, on his way to Banks’s Stadium 

of June 1991 at Bescot with many fans 
contributing their memories of the day. 

Some 18,000 fans turned up for the 
gig, the band’s first headlining stadium 
show The stadium had been officially 
opened less than 12 months previously, 
in August 1990. 

It was a huge coup for the town then 
with the Wonder Stuff riding high on a 
wave of success thanks partly to their 
teaming up with Vic Reeves on the song 
Dizzy. But despite talks and plans for 
a similar event nothing has come to 
fruition - until now. Civic and industry 
leaders in Walsall have spoken of their 
delight at the momentous Sir Elton 
news, which they expect to be another 
success for the town. 

Walsall mayor Pete Smith said: “This 
is going to be a tremendous boost for 


Walsall. Elton John is someone of in¬ 
ternational standing and his music has 
certainly stood the test of time. 

“His visit means money will be spent 
in the town that is not normally spent. 
I’m sure the demand for tickets will far 
exceed the availability. It’s going to put 
Walsall on the map once again because 
the town will be in the national spot¬ 
light. I’m sure Wolverhampton and West 
Bromwich will be green with envy. 

“It would be interesting to know why 
he’s chosen Walsall. Maybe he’s read 
about what a good job we’ve done for 
Noddy Holder here.” 

Economy 

Paul Bennett, immediate past presi¬ 
dent of the Black Country Chamber of 
Commerce, predicted that the VIP gig 
will have long-lasting repercussions for 
the area. He said: “We have to recognise 
that we want a broad-based economy in 
the Black Country, and the leisure in¬ 
dustry is very important for the wider 
economy. 

“So the fact that Walsall can attract 
a global superstar of the status of Sir 
Elton John to perform here is ex¬ 
tremely good news. I think there is no 
reason why Walsall can’t attract other 
high-profile names from the music in¬ 
dustry in the future. 

“We already have a darts event in Wol¬ 
verhampton that attracts people from all 
over the country as well as a number of 
big football clubs in the Black Country, 
so it’s important we build on this and 
have a strong leisure base.” 

Keyboard player Britain’s Got Tal¬ 
ent star Jean Martyn says she will be 
first in the queue for a ticket. The for¬ 
mer Cannock teacher, who lives in Bre- 
wood, brought the house down when she 
played Elton’s Crocodile Rock during 
her stint on Britain’s Got Talent three 
years ago. 

Today she said: “It’s amazing news. 
It was his song that got me through to 
the finals of Britain’s Got Talent and for 
that he will always hold a special place 
in my heart.” 
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IF all goes well for the new lead¬ 
er of a Black Country council, he 
won’t be in the job that long. 

Pete Lowe is to take over the 
reins at Dudley Council because 
David Sparks is tied up with 
chairing the Local Government 
Association. 

But he’s also the Labour can¬ 
didate for Stourbridge at next 
year’s General Election. 

If he wins that, he won’t be 
able to juggle being in Parlia¬ 
ment most of the week with be¬ 
ing leader so would step down. 

This assumes Councillor Lowe 
is confident of winning the mar¬ 
ginal seat, of course. But it won’t 
be easy. 

Councillor Lowe is clearly 
highly respected within the La¬ 
bour ranks, hence running unop¬ 
posed. And with 42 out of the 72 
seats on the council, it is not as 
though they were short of possi¬ 
ble contenders. 

If he wins Stourbridge and 
stands down, it’ll mean the 
council ends up with its third 
leader in three years. 

Ahead of his own selection 
meeting, Pete Lowe congratulat¬ 
ed Mike Wood on being chosen 
as the Tory candidate for Dudley 
South, while also urging people 
to vote for Labour’s Natasha 
Millward in the same tweet. 

Dudley South’s Tories decided 
to throw open the selection pro¬ 
cess to the public, copying the 
US system of open primaries. 

Mr Wood, a councillor for 
the Dudley borough, was cho¬ 
sen from a shortlist of four with 
members of the public who live 
in the constituency invited to 
register to attend. 

The press weren’t allowed in 
but the Tories said 80 people 
registered and in the end 45 
turned up. Labour seized on this 
as evidence that the party was 
heading for disaster. We’ll have 
to wait until May to see. 

And there was a brave face put 
on it by the Tories who blamed 
the cold, miserable November 
night for people staying in. 

Still, it must have been good 
for the Tory members’ egos to 
know there was at least one 
Labour member in their midst 
keeping an eye on proceedings 
and tweeting about the num¬ 
bers. 

Mike Wood will be replacing 
Chris Kelly as the Tory candi¬ 
date. Mr Kelly is standing down 
as an MP after one term. But the 
new contender is following Mr 
Kelly by being a declared Euro¬ 
sceptic. Mr Wood admits that 
David Cameron’s renegotiation 
of Britain’s relationship with the 
EU would have to bring a ‘funda¬ 
mental’ change for him to want 
to vote to stay in if the promised 
referendum goes ahead. 

That’sgoing to be an easier 
position to defend than being 
pro-EU and pro-referendum. 

Labour doesn’t want one. The 
Tories do. But what a mixed 
message they’d send if they 
promise to give the public a 
choice then hope they don’t 
make the ‘wrong’ one. 


G.D. MEM ORIALS 

We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 

From £599 inc VAT 

Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


FACTORY SHOWROOM _ __ 

Now moved to:- 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 





There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wi 

Only £75.00 plus VA 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £80.00 plus Yi 

A home visit at a convenient tim J 

For information and appointment Mil 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attoriiey, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guanji^hj^Ti 

Members of the 

Goodwills 




We stock a wide range of electronic 
cigarettes, mods & e-liquids 


• NO FLAME • NO ASH • NO TAR 
* NO ODOUR «JUST VAPOUR 


100 Three Shire Oak Road, Smethwick B67 5BT 
0121 429 6526 
www.easyvapour4u.com 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL- www.blind-deals.co.uk 









































































No excuses for vengeance in war 


ON the very day that your paper is running 
stories and memorial to the Birmingham 
bombings I read in Peter Rhodes’ column 
what I would say was sanctimonious rub¬ 
bish. War is awful whatever its form killing 
all in its path whether it’s between Germa¬ 
ny and England or factions in Ireland, in 
Syria, Iraq or anywhere else. 1 remember 
well the troubles in Ireland and how one 
side thought when one died that gave them 
an excuse to kill a dozen on the other. 

The same is happening now in Palestine 
Syria and Israel. There is nothing wonder¬ 


ful in vengeance Mr Rhodes just tears and 
more day’s deaths as Ireland showed. In the 
90s we went to France and visited the war 
graves of soldiers American, British and 
German. The Americans were very extrava¬ 
gant, the British smart and well organised. 

But the German’s cemetery was hidden 
away with a granite stone wall with three to 
a grave, no pomp or ceremony, in the centre 
was a stone memorial which my son trans¬ 
lated and I have never forgotten - ‘God has 
the final word’. 

H CAMWELL, Tividale 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

POST E-MAIL 

Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, Sandwell.chronicle 

51-53 Queen Street @expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

A mistake to close 
down youth sites 


Greater 
chance 
for area 

WHAT on earth is the mat¬ 
ter with our politicians, 
Greater Birmingham, neat, 
simple, easy to identify 
complete. What is wrong 
with that? Now consider 
Birmingham and the Black 
Country - far too long. 

Rather than argue over a 
name - why not look at the 
bigger picture and ask ‘what 
can we get out of this pro¬ 
posed development?’ 

Currently the Black 
Country does not officially 
exist - I cannot find it on 
any map and although I feel 
this is wrong, but let these 
moaning Minnies take stock 
of the situation. 

1) To have a Greater Bir¬ 
mingham will apparently 
unlock the finance required 
to really put our region on 
the world trade map. 2) En¬ 
courage foreign investment 
(thought it already did, e.g. 
JLR). 

Imagine, Greater Bir¬ 
mingham at the heart of 
England with the Black 
Country - The heart of 
Greater Birmingham, and 
all maps, showing this jewel 
in the crown. 

E HOBBS 

Sutton Coldfield 


RE: Proposed closure of 
Dudley Youth Clubs. 

Having been a leader for 
47 years in the voluntary 
youth service in the Dudley 
borough, I find the proposed 
closure of the universal 
youth service (with the ex¬ 
ception of one) very alarm¬ 
ing. 

To invest in the future we 
must invest in our children 
and young people. They 
should not be an easy option 
to save money. 

Over the years, Dudley 
MBC has taken many priv¬ 
ileges away from the youth 
service. 

With the introduction of 
extended schools our four 
groups, with an average of 
80 children and young peo¬ 
ple attending each week, 
lost the free bookings of the 
school hall. 


Many facilities for our 
youth have been lost over 
the years; canoeing, sailing, 
rock climbing and the with¬ 
drawal of 10 youth and com¬ 
munity mini-buses. 

The closure of any of our 
youth centres or services 
will be a great mistake; they 
provide a place to meet and 
a safe haven. 

Bored groups people will 
soon add to the problems 
that already exist, i.e. hang¬ 
ing about outside shops and 
pubs and vandalism bring¬ 
ing even greater problems. 

However good the volun¬ 
tary youth organisations 
are they cannot cater to the 
needs of all young people. 
The full-time youth service 
provides many alternatives. 
B SANDALL 
High Acres Woodcraft 
Folk 


Joining with 
Brum wrong 

WOULD councillor Albert 
Bore of Birmingham keep 
his views to himself about 
the amalgamation of the 
Black Country towns of 
Dudley, Walsall, etc, to join 
a Greater Birmingham. 

He should ask the people 
of the Black Country and 
elsewhere whether they 
want to join first, before 
making comments on TV. 

I for one, and I don’t know 
anyone else who would want 
to join Greater Birmingham. 
We are quite happy as we 
are. As for it being a power 
house goes, it was a power 
house just a few years ago, 
but now it’s gone, never to 
return. What he says is just 
corporate clap trap to sell 
the idea. 

Just like HS2 and there 
being a power house in the 
north, what a load of rub¬ 
bish At the end of the day 
to join with Birmingham, 
it’s so they can palm their 
over-population onto we. 

MR P KENT, Bloxwich 

i54 rail link 
is required 

THE updating of bus servic¬ 
es to the i54, will never cut 
the mustard to attract mo¬ 
torists to use buses. 

Buses are stuck in the 
same traffic as anyone else, 
and most importantly, no 
motorist is going to change 
to using the bus when it’s 
quicker to go by car. 

The one important trans¬ 
port link missing from the 
i54, is a rail branch lines. 

The Birmingham to Wol¬ 
verhampton train could be 
extended to the i54. Also, a 
rail branch line, could carry 
goods in and out. It will re¬ 
lieve the congested roads. 

J EGGINTON 

Wolverhampton 



97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 




Website: www.window-warehouse.com Emai windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 



nation plus a s' 
get bill payer’ 


^ Sunnyside 

fennels 


A pirn m 

mas 


Give a homeless dog 
a Christmas and 
New Year dinner for only 


PLEASE 

FEEP 

ME 


Donate by 
post v 

Dark Lane, Coven, 
Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 

Text 

FEED28 £3, £5, £7 
or £10 to 70070 


Registered Charity No: 222436 


W i 

W* • Online 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 


Call 

0121 643 5018 (option 3) 


WAREHOUSE SALE NOW ON 

SHOWER DOORS WAS £299 NOW £30.00 
BATHROOM CABINETS WAS £499 NOW £55.00 


BATH TO SHOWER 
CONVERSION 

LIMITED SALE OFFER 

£1999.00 

FULLY FITTED 


NO OBLIGATION 

IN HOME PLANNING & DESIGN 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 

FOR ALL JANUARY 2015 INSTALLATIONS 

CALL NOW FOR LIMITED 
I DECEMBER 2014 INSTALLATION! 


NEW sliding door option 
EASY clean wall panels 
LUXURY seat option 
SAFETY grab bar option 
INSTALLED IN 2 DAYS* 


►Discount Kitchens & Bathrooms 
►Over 50 displays in store 

► Large showroom & free parking 

► Free no obligation survey 


Interia are a long 
established,trusted, 
family owned business, 
with over 30 combined 
Years in the industry 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, 
WS10 7LH 


*Based on straight forward fitting. Not in conjuction with any other offer. Terms and conditions 
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Struggling market safe 
after being sold to firm 

THE future of the troubled Cradley 
Heath Market has been safeguard¬ 
ed after being sold, with new owners 
planning to revamp it. 

A London-based investment firm 
has bought the market and now plans 
a refurbishment, much to the delight 
of traders. The market went into re¬ 
ceivership in March, casting doubt on 
its future. 

It went up for sale with auctioneers 
Allsop in October with a guide price 
of £600,000 although initially failed 
to sell. An investment firm has now 
bought the market, and 24 surround¬ 
ing shopfronts, for a knock-down price 
of £450,000. Stallholders and council¬ 
lors, who have been told the revamp 
plans, held a meeting last night to dis¬ 
cuss the development. 

Councillor Anne Shackleton said: 
“We welcome the development al¬ 
though we are not sure what the buy¬ 
ers envisage, but it sounds as though 
the firm has experience and believe 
they can improve the situation in the 
town centre.” 

Wear it well to help with 
heart research funding 

PEOPLE in the West Midlands are 
being encouraged to wear red for a 
day to help raise money for heart re¬ 
search. The British Heart Foundation 
(BHF) has launched the appeal ahead 
of its annual ‘Wear It. Beat It’ fund¬ 
raising event in 2015. 

According to the charity, heart and 
circulatory disease is responsible for 
almost 14,800 deaths in the West Mid¬ 
lands each year, an average of 41 peo¬ 
ple each day. There are seven million 
people in the UK living with heart and 
circulatory disease, including 620,000 
in the West Midlands. Louise Parkes, 
BHF fundraising director, said: “Wear 
It. Beat It. is a fantastic opportunity 
for everyone to come together to fight 
against heart and circulatory disease.” 

Wear It. Beat It takes place on Feb¬ 
ruary 6. Those who sign up will receive 
a free pack including posters, stickers 
and fundraising ideas for their school 
or workplace. To sign up, visit bhf.org. 
uk/red or call 0300 330 06450. 


Stroke survivor Phil, 59, finds 
new life with painting passion 


Report by Jordan Harris 


for workaholic engineer Phil Sil- 
wood, 14-hour days were nothing out 
of the ordinary. 

Running his own business, as a mechan¬ 
ical engineer, life was a whirlwind of work, 
work and more work as his firm PJS En¬ 
gineering went from strength to strength. 

But on a rare holiday abroad in 2005 his life 
changed forever when he was struck down by 
three devastating strokes in quick succession, 
which left him unable to walk or speak. Over the 
last nine years Phil, aged 59, from Goldthorne 
Park, Wolverhampton has battled his way back 
to health and has now established himself as an 
artist as he adapts to his new life. 

Phil was on holiday in Cyprus with his wife, 
Annette, who he had first met in Wednesbury in 
1974. It was their first holiday in a year - when 
he was struck down.Annette, who married Phil 
in 1976 said the stroke was completely devastat¬ 
ing. She said: “It took everything from him and 
he was rushed to hospital. 

Advised 

“But within 24 hours his speech and move¬ 
ment had started to come back. They kept him in 
for three days and advised him to take a month 
off work when he got home, saying it was a warn¬ 
ing and he had worked too hard.” 

As far as the couple were concerned that was 
it, but worse was to come when, during the flight 
back home, Phil suffered another severe stroke, 
before being hit with a third on his return to 
Wolverhampton. 

Doctors back home said that his prognosis was 
not encouraging and that scans had shown the 
majority of his brain had been affected. 

Phil spent five months moving between New 
Cross and West Park hospitals in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton as he started his recovery. Two years of in¬ 
tense physiotherapy followed as he attempted 



Phil seen with his Highly Commended Life After Stroke Award 

to learn how to walk again. It took a further 
12 months for Phil to be able to make sounds 
which became words, although he still struggles 
to make complete sentences. Annette said: “He 
has aphasia - he knows what he wants to say but 
can’t physically do it, so it is very frustrating.” 

As a means of communicating, Phil’s family 
and doctors encouraged him to use a pen and 
paper to sketch what he wanted to say. Annette 
said: “When he first held the pen he just sort of 
scratched the paper. In time he got better and 
for example, if he wanted fish for tea he would 
draw a little fish.” As Phil, no longer able to 
work, searched for a new hobby to occupy his 



He started out drawing canal boats One of Phil’s sought-after paintings 



And the waterway theme continues Phil paints places he would like to visit 

Annette said: “It is like living in an art gallery 
now, we have over 100 canvases lying about the 
house. He has got so much better with practice 
and time, but from the moment he took an inter¬ 
est I knew it would be good for him. 

“He started out drawing canal boats, his fa¬ 
ther and grandfather were boatmen and used to 
take him out on the boats as a child. Another of 
his main sources of inspiration are world events, 
lik e the terror attack on the twin towers in New 
York. Phil’s hard work, courage and determi¬ 
nation were noted when he received a Highly 
Commended Life After Stroke Award from the 
Stroke Association earlier this month. 


mind and act as an outlet for his thoughts and 
feelings, the drawings he used to communicate 
became more elaborate. Over time, they grew 
onto canvases and became artwork. Phil even¬ 
tually went to college to study art, having never 
had an interest in the subject previously and 
over the last five years he has become an accom¬ 
plished artist. 

This summer, Phil had a large piece displayed 
in the summer exhibition at The Public Art Gal¬ 
lery, West Bromwich. All of this is made even 
more remarkable by the fact that Phil would use 
his right hand to write prior to the strokes and 
has had to re-adapt with his left since. 




FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


OPEN WEEKDAYS 9 AM TO 5.30 PM, SATURDAY 9 AM TO 4 PM, SUNDAY CLOSED 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk / 
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GUARANTEE 

Rydale take security 
very seriousjy 
Guaranteed high 
security on all products 

Full details on request 
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WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, 
PORCHES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT BOARDS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED TO ALL AREAS 
ACROSS THE MIDLANDS 

You can be sure you have 
made the right decision!*! 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 
FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 

How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 

It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 29 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 29 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 
including free delivery. 


Repair Service available 


Autumn Sale 

NOWON 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window showrooms 
in the UK 


Finance 
Available 

At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wisely 

Massive 
Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
January installation 





















































Groups key to easing 
pressure on hospitals 


£1 Ok dodgy smokes seized 



Trading Standards officer Adam O’Donnell and handler Stuart Phillips 
with sniffer dogs Phoebe and Scamp who have helped in operation Henry 


ILLEGAL cigarettes worth £10,000 value of £1,800. Illegal tobacco 
were seized by trading standards of- products were found at three of 
beers during a series of shop raids. the ten premises, the majority of 
Teams of officers targeted shops the haul was found at one premise, 
and off licences in west Birming- Cigarettes and tobacco were hidden 
ham using two sniffer dogs, as part under fridges and in roof spaces in 
of a continued crackdown on the the cellar in an attempt to avoid 
sale of illicit tobacco. detection. All products will be de- 

They were searching for products stroyed in due course, 
which have been smuggled in, ille- The sniffer dogs used in these 
gaily produced or for which no duty raids were provided by BWY Canine 
has been paid. Specialist Search Dogs. The raids 

Birmingham City Council’s follow the success of Operation 
trading standards officers working Henry, which successfully seized il- 
with local police teams, also seized legal tobacco products with a street 
120 packets of illegal hand-rolling value of more than £57,000 during 
tobacco with an estimated street raids earlier this year. 


VOLUNTARY and community 
groups are being drafted in for 
a new project aiming to trans¬ 
form health and care services in 
Sandwell while helping to ease 
pressure on hospitals. 

The Sandwell Community Offer is 
made up of six pilot schemes operating 
across Sandwell. 

Each scheme involves voluntary and 
community organisations working together 
to offer people a range of support, in their 
own community, with the aim of reducing 
demand on services such as hospitals 

Each one of the schemes offers a different 
range of services based on the needs of each 
area and the strengths of the community 
organisations involved. Services available 
through the Sandwell Community Offer 
include support for carers, practical advice 
and support for elderly residents to reduce 
the likelihood of falls and a ‘friends and 
neighbours’ to stop people feeling lonely. 

There are also schemes to help people to 
access free vaccinations, exercise classes 
and advising people about health-related 
services such as help to stop smoking or 
lose weight. 

Organised 

The schemes will be running in Great 
Barr and Yew Tree, Greets Green and 
Lyng, Princes End, Tipton Green and Great 
Bridge, Oldbury, Tividale and Rowley Regis 
and Blackheath, Cradley Heath and Old 
Hill. Regular ‘community meetings’ will 
be organised by each lead provider inviting 
local community groups to take part. Res¬ 
idents living in the pilot areas can contact 
the organisations themselves if they think 
they would benebt, or referrals can be made 
by heath or other agency professionals. 

Mary Hannibal, of The Kaleidoscope Plus 
Group, which will be working in Greets 
Green and Lyng, said: “This is a very excit¬ 
ing opportunity for organisations in the vol¬ 
untary sector to come together and really 
make a difference to the lives of those who 
are lonely, isolated, in need of friendship 
and support.” 


It's our 30th birthday 


We don't expect a card. We don't expect a cake. 
We don't expect presents. 

In fact, at Stella Maris Dental, for our 30th birthday 
we've got a present for you. 


To celebrate 30 years of care, 
we're offering 

upto 30% off* 


smile makeovers and dental implants 



STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 

Terms and conditions apply 



Company 


BIGGEST MIDLANDS MANUFACTURER (J p ZZ e 


HIGH SPEC 

Windows & Conservatories 


on Energy Bills this Christmas with our ‘A’ Rated Windows with 


FREE TRIPLE GLAZING 36 MM FOR THE PRICE OF DOUBLE 
AND ALSO A LIFETIME GUARANTEE ON DOUBLE GLAZED UNTTS! 


r.r^^rrtvi'TiriTTTn 


► f \ 


ORANGERIES at 

3m X 3m £4,999 competitive prices 

4m x 3m £5,999 
4m x 4m £6,999 


Come to our factory and showroom to get to look at our work first hand 


HIGH SPEC I FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 


Windows & Conservatories 


©C€ 


Open 7 days a week Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 

FACTORY & SHOWROOM - ROOD END ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 8SF 

Decwlndows.co.uk IfensaI 


Terms & Conditions Apply 
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There will be no garden waste 
collections between Monday 22 
December and Friday 2 January. 


All collections will return to normal 
from Monday 5 January 2015. 


If you would like FREE text updates to 
your mobile about the bin service please 
text your postcode only to 07860 019 200 


www.sandwell.gov.uk/recycling serco 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 































































































































Fake cheque fraudster 
will remain in the UK 


Back in black at West Brom 



The West Bromwich Building Society’s new building, scheduled for 
completion next spring, after the firm turned round its fortunes 


THE West Bromwich Building So¬ 
ciety has cemented its recovery five 
years on from its near collapse, un¬ 
veiling half year profits of £6 mil¬ 
lion in stark contrast to its £7.6m 
loss at the same point a year ago. 

The society, which next year will 
move into its new headquarters, also 
revealed gross mortgage lending of 
£300m over the first six months - 30 
per cent up on its £214m total for 
the whole of last year. 

Chief executive Jonathan West- 
hoff said: “These results represent 
a significant year on year improve¬ 
ment in our performance and it is 
pleasing to have maintained a prof¬ 


itable position since our last year 
end. Going forward there is much 
for us to be excited about, in par¬ 
ticular the construction of our new 
head office in West Bromwich town 
centre which is due for completion 
next year.” 

Mr Westhoff said the West Brom, 
which employs 400 of its 720 staff at 
its headquarters, expected its new 
home to be completed by the end 
of next spring. “We are planning a 
phased move during the summer, 
but we don’t want to interfere with 
family holidays. We are looking to 
do it over a period of weeks or a 
month,” he said. 


A FRAUDSTER, who used his 
teenage daughter’s bank ac¬ 
count to cash a fake cheque, will 
avoid being deported automat¬ 
ically after his jail term was cut 
on appeal. 

Nigerian Sunny Ozidede used some 
of the £4,500 he gained from his de¬ 
ception to buy foreign money and to 
gamble immediately after cashing the 
fraudulent cheque. 

The 47-year-old, of Park Lane West, Tip- 
ton, admitted converting criminal property 
at Birmingham Crown Court in June. He 
was jailed for 15 months - passing the 12- 
month threshold at which criminals are au¬ 
tomatically deported. But his sentence has 
now been reduced to nine months by judges 
sitting at London’s Criminal Appeal Court, 
who said the original term was too long. 

The court heard that Ozidede had control 
of his daughter’s bank account when the 
cheque - purporting to be from a golf club 
in the Scottish borders - was paid into it. 

However, the cheque was later found to 
be fake. By the time the deception was dis¬ 
covered, Ozidede had spent the cash in a 
post office travel money kiosk, Ladbrokes 
and Argos. 

The court heard that he had previous 
convictions for 23 offences, including other 
frauds. His lawyers argued that his jail 
term was over the top for his crime and it 
should be reduced. 

They said Ozidede - who is now free - 
was unable to attend the hearing as he is 
now working as a delivery driver for Ama¬ 
zon and is busy in the run up to Christmas. 

Allowing his appeal, Mr Justice Stewart, 
sitting with Lord Justice Pitchford and 
Judge Simon Tonking, said the sentence 
was ‘excessive’. 

Earlier this year ministers were criticised 
by the UK spending watchdog for failing to 
deport more foreign criminals. 

The National Audit Office said the num¬ 
ber of foreign prisoners has gone up despite 
a near tenfold increase in officials working 
on their cases. 



Premiere Bedrooms & Kitchens 




Wednfsbunr 

TOOLS 
&DIY 


82 Holyhead Road, 
Wednesbury WS10 7PA 

0121 572 1400 


Top Quality at Low Prices \ 

Suppliers to Trade Public a 


Electrical 
Hand Tools 
Power Tools 
Work Wear 
Plumbing 
DIY 

Gardenin' 


TOOL 


HIRE 

Coming Soon! BjlRuwi 


Gardening 

Equipment 


~ m 



with this voucher on all stock 

Valid until 31st December 2014 








WINDOWS & DOORS 




Victorian 


DOOR 

BARRELL 

CHANGES 

from 


FENSA 


PutyourTnust in Steve. ..Lookim after Clientsfor 15 years 


SAVE 7 

fl% JANUARY SALE 

UPTO 1 

U PRICES NOW! 


LEXUS FAUX LEATHER BEDFRAME In expresso 
brown or black complete with padded headboard 
& luxury hand tufted orthopaedic mattress. Single 
boxed to take away for home assembly. 



was £499 > save £300 > £199 

Or buy frame only just £99 


U I IUIVIAN 

STORAGE \ . , 

BED FRAME XX ^ w 

in Expresso 
Brown 

Single was £299 > 

save £100 >£199 H ALF PRICE MATTRESSES 

Double was £399 > .— U Mnn phn . 

save £150 > £249 Smgie matt£ 1 99 > £99 


Kingsize was £499 > 
save £220 > £279 


Double matt £299 > £149 


Kingsize matt £399 > £199 


This superb sturdy metal bed frame complete 
with Lincoln Ortho mattress 
with heavy quilted top. 

Frame or 
mattress 
can be 
purchased 1 
individually’ 
for 50% of the 
complete set price. 

Single complete - was £199 > Half price £99 

Frame or mattress only £49.50 

Double complete - was £299 > Half price £149 

Frame or mattress only £74.50 


Sleep at ease with this superb looking ortho 
divan set 
with 

generous 
memory 
foam topper - 
contrasting 
brown fabric 
to borders 
base. 


DIRECT FROM 
THE FACTORY AND 
IN YOUR HOME 
IN TIME F OR XMAS | 

WORCESTER 
SINGLE 
‘ DIVAN with 
extra value 
mattress in 
blue & white 
stitchboard. 


£49 

£59 

4'0"&4'6"x6'3" double divan was £179>save £90 >£89 

100's of single mattresses from £19 

Doubles from £39 Ortho & memory foam from £89 

BUNK BEDS Choose from a wide selection 
of wood 



,.ii' | ■ 


Single was £299 > save £149 > £149 


Double or 3/4 size was £399 > £199 
Kingsize was £499 > £249 


METRO HIGH BACK SUITE In a choice of fixed or 
reclining actions. 



Recliner chair was £499 > save £260 > £239 

£349 

3 Seater fixed sofa was £799 > save £400 > £399 



MILANO RECLINER COLLECTION Choice of 
black or expresso brown 



s £599 > Half Drice £299 


3 seater twin reclining sofa - was £899 > 
Half price £449 

2 seater twin reclining sofa - was £799 > 

Half price £399 

Half price chairs also available 


INSTORE...LARGE CHOICE OF METAL 
S0FABEDS, PLUS LEATHER & FABRIC 
CLIC CLAC S0FABEDS & CORNER S0FABEDS 


D r: n BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 

D r X UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, ?o!m arm 

-CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, DUDLEY DY4 7RG su „. 4pM 

TEL: 0121 557 6885 nza r=i 


I FURNITURE FACTORY 

OUTLET STORE 
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with all orders placed and fitted between November 6th and December 12th. 


DATE:. 

ADDRESS 


NAME 


CUSTOMER SIGNATURE 


REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE:..TT (Q 


UPVC SALE 6 FLAT A RATED WINDOWS ANY SIZE 


fitted 






irect from your local 


anufa 


er 


m 


iBI 


I 






CAMBRIDGE WHITE 

KENT ONLY £599 - YELLING 

£599 lever handle - 5450 

FITTED gl “R™tternor ■SSL 


QUEENS 


r 

Special 
m PI/C Door 

From 

£385 

Fitted 


all areas covered 01384 234170/ 01384 429152 mid Ian duDvc(5) live.co.uk 

UNIT 26 THORNLEIGH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DUDLEY DY 2 8 UB • ^ 

visit ourwebsitewww.midlandupvc.co.uk office hours Monda y t0 Frida y 9am t0 5 P m 


* i to «SSc 


The gkette i& defect flam lpm-1.3 Opm 
udrule Santa feecU huA 'leinde&i 


EXTENSIVE SHRUBBERY 


GARDEN FURNITURE 

GIFT DEPARTMENT 


hollybush 


Admission 
to the Grotto 
is £4.95 per 
child, which 
includes 
a gift 


Unit 6 Churchbridge Oldbury 
B69 2AP 
Tel. 0121 544 6794 
sales@ad- aquatics, com 
www. ad- aquatics, com 


OUR CHRISTMAS 
STGIti IS MOW 
OPiH e FOit 

decorations 

m P GIFTS F0i 
EVERYONE 


Warstone Road, ShareshilL 
Wolverhampton WV10 7LX 
www. hollybush- garden, com 
Tel: 01922 418050 
sales@hollybush-garden.com 

500 yards from Jll M6 on the A462 
- follow the brown signs 
Open Mon-Sat 9am - 5 pm 
Sun 10.15-4.15pm 


Exhibition is just the 
ticket for enthusiasts 



David Moorhouse, with the Bellerophon - a full size working steam train 



One of the model tracks on display at the Warley club’s exhibition 


ALMOST 20,000 model rail¬ 
way enthusiasts turned out 
for a Black Country-based 
club’s annual exhibition. 

The Warley Model Railway 
Club held the popular event at 
Birmingham National Exhibition 
Centre. 

On display were laid out railway 
track scenarios with model steam en¬ 
gines and intricately made platforms 
and scenery. 

More than 90 layouts were featured, 
each including finely laid out railway 
tracks along with detailed stations and 
raised grass banks. 

Along the tracks, model trains were 
controlled running in circles while 
watched by interested rail enthusiasts 
behind barriers. 

Among those holding the displays 
was club member Ian Woodward. 

The 60-year-old from Rubery set 
the speed for the trains, while making 
sure none of the valuable engines col¬ 
lided with each other. 

Models 

He said: “It is a hobby shared by 
many people still today, mainly men 
from the older generations - it’s a bit 
like big boys with toys. 

“We see some young people come 
and have a look too.” 

He added: “It’s great to put on the 
show and talk through the models and 
the lay-outs with people.” Club public¬ 
ity officer Dave Moorhouse said about 
17,500 people attended the event over 
the weekend. 

He said: “Many people in the Black 
Country grew up with the rail industry 
surrounding them. 

“They become interested and then 
like to play some part themselves by 
putting on displays like the ones we 
have at the event. 

“Interest isn’t waning. We had the 
same this year as the year before.” 


It was not just models on display at 
the event. 

There was also a steam engine called 
the Bellerophon on display. 

It was built in 1874 and was used for 
the Haydock Collieries in Merseyside 
up till 1887. It is now used on the Fox- 
field Railway in Staffordshire. 

Displays at the event were put on 


from model railway clubs across the 
country. There was also more than 
150 trade stands. The Warley Model 
Railway Club has 240 members. 

To find out more about the club visit 
www .warley-mrc. org.uk Alternatively, 
pop into one of their club evenings on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 7.30pm. 



COLOUR, CUT c/in 
& BLOW DRY 





308 Beaconview Road, Charlemont West Bromwich, B71 3NX 

0121 588 2041 D 


ROOM TO LET CALL FOR MORE INFO 


Areyouamemberofa 
local voluntary group? 

Do you have a good 
news story? 

Do you need to promote 
an event for a charity ora 
local good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle needs 
local news stories for your local 
paper for you the local reader. 

Please call the 
chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 





MASSIVE PRICE REDUCTION MINIMUM FARE £2.5D 


BIG FLEET SMALL PRICES 


24 HOUR* O 
SERVICE! " 


V UPDATES TO METER PRICES V AUTO CAB DESPATCH SYSTEM 
m - V MINIMUM FARE £2.50 All OVER CHRISTMAS & THE NEW YEAR *( subject tomiieaoe) 
Fully computerised with fitted meters! Ring m^j^gtexLback service! 


3X7 


ALL DRIVERS ARE CRB CHECKED 
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Wolves to pay tribute to goalie Finlayson 



Wolves hall of fame inductee, Malcolm Finlayson 


WOLVES have been mourning the loss 
of goalkeeping great Malcolm Finlay¬ 
son. 

The 84-year-old died on Wednesday 
afternoon at Russells Hall Hospital, 
Dudley after suddenly being taken ill. 

A Wolves Hall of Fame inductee, 
Finlayson won League titles in 1958 
and 1959 and the FA Cup in 1960, 
making 203 appearances for the club 
from 1956-64. 

He also made 251 appearances for 
Millwall prior to making the move to 
Molineux in 1956, when he succeeded 
the great Bert Williams. 

After retiring from football in May 
1964, Mr Finlayson became a suc¬ 
cessful businessman as director of R 
& F Steel Stockholders in Kingswin- 
ford and had a brief spell as Wolves’ 
vice-chairman in 1982. 

Mr Finlayson was a founding mem¬ 
ber of Wolves Former Players’ Associa¬ 
tion in 1989 and was its chairman from 


2001 to earlier this year. Wolves said 
the flags outside Molineux have been 
lowered to half mast and the first-team 
squad will be wearing black armbands 
at tomorrow’s game at Brentford. 

Mr Finlayson becomes the second 
member of Wolves’ legendary 1950s 
side to pass away recently after Eddie 
Stuart. Wolves chief executive Jez 
Moxey said: “Everyone at the club was 
shocked and deeply saddened to learn 
of Malcolm’s death.” 

Mr Finlayson leaves daughter San¬ 
dra Hill, 55, from Bewdley, and is 
succeeded by his partner of 25 years, 
Angela Field. 

His son Stuart passed away at 39 in 
2009 and Malcolm’s former wife of 34 
years, Iris, died in 2012 at 82. 

Wolves will be fully honouring Mr 
Finlayson at the next home fixture 
against Bournemouth on Saturday. 

There will be a private family fu¬ 
neral. 



Malcolm seen in action making a save at the Wolves v Everton match at the start of the 1963 season 


£20m light 
rail bid for 
visitors to 
attractions 



IN YOUR HOME FORA 


Comfortable & Stylish 

Christmas 



Find your perfect sofa to snuggle up on this Christmas at Cousins Furniture, dining tables to feast from, 
beds and bedrooms to dream in, beautiful carpets, flooring & rugs, stylish accessories and homewares 
to complete the look. And all with guaranteed delivery in time for Christmas. 


A LIGHT rail service taking train passengers 
into Dudley for the first time in 50 years could 
be opened within five years under a £20 mil¬ 
lion flagship project. 

The state-of-the-art railcar would transport mil¬ 
lions of visitors from Dudley Port station to the for¬ 
mer station at the bottom of Castle Hill. This would 
help tourists visit Dudley Zoo, the Black Country 
Living Museum and Dudley Canal Trust. 


There are also plans to 
then extend the light rail 
service towards Dudley bus 
station. The scheme has 
been unveiled following a 
deal struck between Dudley 
Council and Warwick Man¬ 
ufacturing Group, which 
wants to use it as a pilot 
scheme for its next genera¬ 
tion of railcars. 

The group will open a 
multi-storey National Cen¬ 
tre For Development of Very 
Light Rail Technology at the 
new station. Around 45 peo¬ 
ple would work at the site, 
overseeing the trial service 
and developing the technol¬ 
ogy. 

Funding 

Two tracks would be laid 
on a disused freight line 
from Dudley Port to the 
town with one used for the 
passenger service and the 
second for exclusive use by 
the tram developers. The 
group and council have se¬ 
cured support from Centro. 
The Black Country Living 
Museum and Dudley Zoo 
have also backed the plan. 

Dudley Council transport 
boss Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed said a business case 
was being written up for 
funding with bids to be 
made to the Government’s 


By Alex Ross 

Local Growth Fund and to 
the European Union. It is 
hoped that work could start 
on the scheme as early as 
next year, with the open¬ 
ing of the passenger service 
planned within five years. 

Councillor Ahmed said: 
“The passenger tram train 
service would be the jewel 
in the crown for the contin¬ 
ued regeneration of Dudley. 
It would bring huge poten¬ 
tial for the town, bringing 
in millions of new visitors 
who currently face difficulty 
getting to the town and its 
attractions.” 

“Thirty seven million peo¬ 
ple visit Birmingham each 
year, with 70 per cent com¬ 
ing in on train and we need 
an easy link for those people 
into Dudley.” He added: 
“The scheme depends on 
funding but we are confi¬ 
dent this will happen. 

“We have received enthu¬ 
siastic support from groups 
across the country and in 
the borough.” 

Councillor Ahmed said 
the scheme would not stop 
the council’s aspiration for 
an extension of the Midland 
Metro service through Dud¬ 
ley to Brier ley Hill. 


Doctor dream for 
Frank came true 


BAGGIES-LOVING comedian Frank Skinner has revealed 
he resorted to ‘out and out begging’ to secure his part on 
hit series Doctor Who. It was a dream come true for the sci- 
fi fan as he appeared as train engineer Perkins. 

“Doing Doctor Who probably was my bucket list. 

“I basically started dropping hints, and then moved onto 
out-and-out begging to get that part,” said Frank. 

It’s a busy time for West Bromwich-born Frank as his 
second series of Sky Arts 1 series Portrait Artist Of The 
Year is reaching its conclusion and will crown its winner 
on Tuesday, December 23. 

He also has a popular weekend slot on Absolute Radio 
slot, and he’s said to be presenting another helping of 
long-running BBC One show Room 101. Speaking of the 
show, he said: “Funnily enough, I saw Lily Allen recently 
and she said, ‘Why don’t you ask me to be on Room 101?’ I 
said, ‘I’m sure we have’, and I think she’d be great.” 



Parker Knoll 






TEMPUR 


© Harrison 



Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


BIRMINGHAM 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 
T: 0121 765 3300 


DUDLEY 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


MANCHESTER 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 
T: 0161 875 4070 


FREE PARKING • INSTORE RESTAURANT • LARGE STOCKS FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our promise to you, 
we won't be beaten 
on price! * 



|\ 
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A group of teachers from the Slater Street School, seen during the early 1960s 


Stan Beardsmore at Freddy Birds car lot in Moxley 


View of Pinfold Street, in the early 1960s, which is in Tony Highfield’s book 



Darlaston Football Team players during the 1905-1906 



One of the earliest pictures in the book taken at the 
Black Horse Pub in Pinfold Street in the 1800s 


Tales of town and its 
characters are revealed 


DARLASTON born and bred, 
Tony Highfield has been 
bringing out books about the 
town for almost two decades. 

Now, the 72-year-old has com¬ 
piled his 20th book, Stories, Fac¬ 
es and Places of Darlaston, from 
memories and photographs sent 
to him by residents. 

Alongside the pictures, the book in¬ 
cludes 23 different stories from people, 
including one from Mr Highfield him¬ 
self. “It’s a tradition. I like to bring a 
book out for Christmas,” he said. 

“I record the history of Darlaston in 
a simple way which people like to read. 
It’s nice to record people’s memories. 

“People have written stories and I 
have compiled them together.” 

Included in the 84-page book is a 
picture which was taken at the Bor¬ 
ough Arms, Cobden Street, in the late 
1950s or early 1960s. It shows a group 
of men standing in front of a bus get¬ 
ting ready to go on a Sunday trip from 
the pub, which has since been pulled 
down and replaced by flats. 

One of the photos from the 1970s 


MEMORY LANE 



shows the late Len Harris, in Old Park 
Road, who would sell fruit and vege¬ 
tables to the shops in the town. Mr 
Highfield said: “Len used to go round 
delivering to the shops in his horse 
and cart. 

“He was well-known to them. He 
used to live in Cobden Street.” 

One of Mr Highfield’s own photo¬ 
graphs has also been used in the book 
and shows his childhood friend Stan 
Beardsmore pictured at Birds Car 
Sales, in High Street, Moxley, where 
he worked as a teenager. “I used to sell 
and clean the cars,” the former Slater 
Street School pupil said. 

“It was very busy. We sold quite a 
lot of motors over the years. Every¬ 
one wanted a car in them days. It was 
something special. Stan was a builder 
and he is stood next to a Standard 8 
Tourer in the picture. The business 
later became known as High Street 
Motors but it isn’t there anymore.” 

A number of school class photos 


have also found their way into the 
book, including ones from Salisbury 
Street School in the 1950s and teach¬ 
ers from Slater Street School in the 
1960s. 

Mr Highfield said: “People usually 
call up when they recognise them¬ 
selves or their relatives. It brings back 
memories for people.” 

Other old pictures show scenes from 
the town, including Pinfold Street in 
the 1960s and the landlord, his family 
and staff outside the Black Horse pub, 
which was also in Pinfold Street, in the 
1800s. 

Others feature a carnival scene from 
Rubery Owen’s annual sports day in 
1954, while another shows former 
members of Darlaston football team 
in the 1900s. 

Workers from the old James Wiley 
and Sons, a nuts and bolts factory, 
who had been snapped in the 1960s 
also star in the book and some of the 
faces who can be spotted include Joe 
Walters, Tom Hall and Ray Bishop. 

The book will be sold at the library 
and Darlaston Post Office for £3 each. 

Mr Highfield, said: “I’ve done the 
books for so many years.” 



Len Harris outside Mrs Cooper’s shop in Old Park Road 



Author/historian Tony Highfield and his latest book 
Stories, Faces, and Places of Darlaston 


Learn 


Have fun Explore 


Make new 
friends 


Adventure 






Your 2 year old may be able to get up to 15 hours free 
childcare a week during term time. 

That’s 15 hours a week to learn through play, make their first 
friends, sing, dance, dress up and have lots of fun. 

That’s also 15 hours a week for you to have a break, spend 
more time with your younger children, get stuff done around 
the house, study or look for work. 


To find out more please contact Sandwell 
Family Information Service 0121569 4914 
or visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/freechildcaie 


I Sandwell t>qn_ 



Family Information 
Service 

















































l\lo need to weight 
for new gym gear 



Some of the weight loss (cardio) machines available 



The free weights area at Pace Birmingham 


FITNESS fanatics are sought to join up for a gym in West 
Bromwich, which has just completed its first refurbish¬ 
ment in three years. Pace Birmingham, based at the Park 
Inn Birmingham West, in Birmingham Road, has been giv¬ 
en a makeover and new users will be able to take advan¬ 
tage of monthly memberships starting from £24.99. Bosses 
are offering people the chance to pay for a year’s member¬ 
ship with two months free. 

The facilities include separate fully-equipped resistance 
training and a cardio area, featuring brand new equipment. 
There are new carpets inside, and a free weights area, for 
those keen on toning up ready for the party season. 

Member benefits include free car parking, a 25 per cent 
discount within the hotel at the bar and restaurant. They 
are also entitled to free use of the swimming pool, sauna 
steam room, spa pool and bespoke fitness programmes 

There are monthly gym challenges, providing motivation 
and an introduction to new techniques. Personal training 
sessions are available at an extra cost and there is a chance 
for a discount on membership for referring a gym buddy. 

For more information contact 0121 609 9901. 


Store move 
at pub site 
revealed by 
developer 


A £1 MILLION plan to build a convenience 
store on the car park of a landmark Cradley 
Heath pub has been unveiled. 

Up to 20 jobs will be created by the business which 
will be built alongside the Haden Cross in Halesow¬ 
en Road. New River Retail has submitted the pro¬ 
posals for the development to Sandwell Council. 


The planning application 
says it is expected that the 
new store would be operated 
by The Co-operative Group. 

But the scheme, which 
includes a car park with 13 
spaces, has sparked con¬ 
cerns from councillors who 
fear it could threaten the fu¬ 
ture of the popular pub and 
are working to protect it. 

Planning consultant 
Thomas Hallett said the 
new store would be built 
alongside the pub. There 
are no plans to alter the pub 
itself as part of the current 
proposals. He said: “This 
full planning application 
seeks to create a local food- 
store incorporating an ATM 
machine on part of the un¬ 
derused car park adjacent 
to the existing public house 
along with associated car 
parking, cycle storage, plant 
and bin storage areas. 

“A double garage will also 
be demolished to the rear 
of the Haden Cross public 
house to facilitate the recon¬ 
figuration of the car park.” 


by Heather Large 


Ward councillor John 
Tipper said he and fellow 
councillor Anne Shackleton 
shared concerns about the 
scheme and was contacting 
residents for their views. 

“The Haden Cross is a 
community asset so we want 
to make sure it is protected. 
There is only a limited num¬ 
ber of parking spaces at the 
Haden Cross so there are 
worries about where people 
are going to park. A lot of 
people are worried it could 
be the final nail in the coffin 
of the pub.” 

“Councillor Shackleton 
is collecting names for an 
‘assets of community value’ 
plan - this is a small-scale 
petition which would help 
to safeguard the pub,” said 
Councillor Tipper. 

Martin Hughes, spokes¬ 
man for New River Retail, 
said the pub was one of 
more than 200 acquired 
from Marston’s. 


Dan’s songs get 
back to the raw 



Dan Whitehouse will be launching his new album, Raw State, at the Glee Club 


MUSICIAN Dan Whitehouse 
talks to DANNY FARRAGHER 
about his music and the evo¬ 
lution of his new album 


IT only took 10 days to lay 
down but Wolverhamp¬ 
ton singer/songwriter Dan 
Whitehouse’s latest album 
has been maturing for years. 

Whitehouse, originally from 
Compton in the city, now works 
from the centre of Birmingham. 

He has spent most of the last three 
years touring and building a steady 
reputation as a stand-out musician 
who takes his music very seriously. 

“My song writing is always at the 
centre of my focus and that’s what 
I spend the most time on. It’s what 
makes me happy and is what drives 
me; keeps me in a positive mind¬ 
set. Life is not worth living without 
music.” 

His latest album, Raw State, which 
was released on Monday and is offi¬ 
cially launched at the Glee Club, Bir¬ 
mingham on Sunday, is not new in 
the conventional sense. There is only 
one fresh track but it has, according 
Whitehouse, evolved as a process of his 
touring. 

Textures 

“When we recorded the first few re¬ 
cords they were written in the studio 
and we used multi-tracking and layer¬ 
ing to add lots of textures and then I 
went and did two or three years tour¬ 
ing those songs. 

“During that time I felt the songs 
really took on a new form and evolved 
so then I felt like I had reached a point 
where I could walk into a studio and 
lay down raw versions of them. 

“I think it brings a kind of vibrancy 


and life and energy something akin 
to what you might get from the live 
show.” 

“This is an album I have carved out. 
It’s like a sculpture that has taken 
five years and this is the end result. I 
started out with a big lump of rock and 
now I am really proud of that sculp¬ 
ture, it’s kind of distorted and imper¬ 
fect but I am really proud of it.” 

So is the process ever fully finished 
for him? 

“No, I am always hungry and look¬ 
ing for the next level. There are always 
other places to go, that’s the great 
thing about music there are always 
people who inspire and there are al¬ 
ways more things to learn and more 


things to discover. I try not rest on my 
laurels because I still feel there are 
songs I want to write and still places, 
artistically, that I haven’t ventured 
into. 

Whitehouse has been touring mostly 
with New York singer, author and poet 
Simone Felice who he met through 
the Glee Club and now things seem to 
have come full circle now for him. 

“This gig at the Glee is the biggest 
capacity venue I have ever played, it 
can hold more than 400 so is very am¬ 
bitious. 

“It’s going to be a kind of Christmas 
extravaganza with special guests.” 

Raw State is out on Heantun Re¬ 
cords visit www.dan-whitehouse.com. 
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Christmas 

Wreaths 

from £4.99 

Poinsettia plants 

from £3.49 

Flower bouquets 

from £14.99 
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BIRTHDAYS CONGRATULATIONS WEDDINGS 
FUNERALS GET WELL SOON NEW BABY 

110 THREE SHIRES OAK ROAD, 

BEARWOOD, BIRMINGHAM B67 5BT 
T: 0121 420 2888 
E: HAZ@EROSFLORIST.CO.UK 

W: EROSFLORIST.CO.UK fr 

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK (9AM - 5.30PM) 

Pictures for illustration purposes only THROUGHOUT SANDWELL& BIRMINGHAM 


All offers valid with this advert only 
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Christmas Trading 2014 

rib 


New 

Market Hall, 

Kings Square, West Bromwich - 
Open Monday to Saturday until Christmas 
(including Christmas Eve) and 
Sunday 21 st December 

West Bromwich High St Market 

- Open Monday to Saturday 
(including Christmas Eve) 
and Sunday 21st December 


3iw 


Great Bridge Market, 

Town Centre Car Park 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 

Wednesbury Market, 

Union Street - Tuesdays (Brie a Brae), 
Fridays/Saturdays (General Goods), 
extra day Christmas Eve 


Oldbury 
Market, 

Adjacent Savacentre 
Mondays,Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays 
Extra day Christmas Eve 


All Markets are closed on 25th and 
26th December and 1st January 2015. 
For details of opening times, contact the 
Markets Manager on 0121 553 3074 


*Extra trading days subject to traders demand 

Traders and Staff would like to wish all customers ■ j 3an(jvv©ll 

a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year! m Metropolitan Borough Council 


Probably the only small pets and 
animals motel in town 

1 Small Pets Motel 
1 Pet food and 
supplies sold 
• Small friendly 
family business 


M 


Wm DOS 

Unit 8, Dudley Port Business Centre, Dudley Port DY4 7RQ 
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RESTAURANT TAKEWAY TANDOORI BALTI 

EAT FOR LESS 2 FORI ON ALL MAIN MEALS 5pm-10pm 
SUNDAY-THURSDAY | FRIDAY-SATURDAY 

5 Course Meal induding: popadom, Any Starter, Any Main Dish, Rice or Naan with a Coffee to finish. 



MAIN COURSE 

Regional dishes from red hot Goa to cool Kashmir and savour the flavours of 


north Bengal 

FULL 

15% 

HOUSE SPECIALITIES 

PRICE 

DISCOUNT 

Makhani 



Chicken 

£7.95 

£6.75 

King prawn 

£8.95 

£7.60 


Tandoor baked chicken or king prawn prepared in a sweet and sour butter 
sauce, flavoured with fenugreek and fresh coriander tastefully spiced and 
deliciously mild dish. 

Chilli and garlic - Hot & Spicy with garlic flavours 


Chicken/Lamb 

£7.95 

£6.75 

King prawn 

£8.95 

£7.60 

Nagah 

Chicken/Lamb 

£7.95 

£6.75 

Prawn 

£7.45 

£6.35 

King prawn 

£8.95 

£7.60 


A populardish from Sylhet region of Bangladesh chicken, lamb or prawns 
cooked with barbecued tomatoes, onions, green pepper in a bhuna style 
sauce with flaming aromatic chilli 
Korai 

Chicken/Lamb £7.95 £6.75 


Prawn £7.45 £6.35 

King prawn £8.95 £7.60 

A home style dish prepared in a smooth gravy, slightly hot in a red pepper 
sauce 

Brinjal Achari 

Chicken/Lamb £7.95 £6.75 

Prawn £7.45 £6.35 

Cooked with fresh aubergines, spiced with garlic ginger and a touch of 
balsamic vinegar to add to the taste 
MASALA SET MEAL 
2 papadom 

any platter for 2 any 2 main dishes any 1 vegetable side dish 
any Rice and any Nan £17.95 


CHEF'S RECOMMENDATIONS 

Lamb or Chicken tikka masala £6.95 £5.90 

We present our own exclusive receipe of succulent chicken tikka in smooth 
masala sauce 

Chicken tikka bhuna £6.95 £5.90 

Diced pieces of clay roasted chicken, cooked with a combination of different 
spices and herbs, with tomatoes and fresh coriander, creating a beautifully 
well balanced dish 


Murghi Masala £6.95 £5.90 

Barbecued chicken, cooked together with minced lamb in fresh ground spices 
Lamb Passander £6.45 £5.50 

Tender fillet of lamb, mildly spiced with cream and garnished with pistachio - 
a characteristically rich and creamy dish 

Lamb or Chicken Jalfrezi £6.95 £5.90 

Cooked with onions and green peppers, together with a dozen spices and 
green herbs (medium or hot - please ask) 

SOME MEALS MAY CONTAIN NUTS, PLEASE ASKYOURWAITER 

SIGNATURE DISHES 

Any Quorn Dish (V) £7.45 £6.35 

Choose any main from our extensive a la carte menu and we will use Quorn 
pieces, as a vegetarian option 

Malibu Korma £7.45 £6.35 

Supreme pieces of chicken or lamb on a tantalising sweet and soursauce with 

a hint of coconut. 25ml of Malibu simmered whilst cooking 

Jalfrezi Mix £7.95 £6.95 

Chicken tikka, lamb tikka, mushroom and prawn jalfrezi 

Cooked with crispy onions and green peppers, together with a dozen spices, 

fried onions and green herbs. A surprisingly tasteful spiced dish 

Chilli Sambuca £7.45 £6.35 


Chicken or lamb cooked with red hot chillies and mixed spices in a rich tomato 
sauce with 25ml Sambuca to add flavour 

Rossonki Salmon £8.45 £7.20 

The famous Bengali speciality pan fried salmon steaks, simmered in freshly 
ground spices, dill and with caramelised garlic sauce 
Bangla Fish Bhuna £7.95 £6.95 

Fillet offish cooked with onions, capsicums, diced tomatoes, pinch of green 
chillies in a smooth gravy sauce 

Fish Tikka Makhani £8.45 £7.20 

Salmon steak simmered in delicate sweet and sour butter sauce with fresh 
coriander and fenugreek del icious to taste 

Seafood Delight NEW £8.95 £7.60 

Fish, prawn, king prawn cooked with onions, capsicum, diced tomatoes with a 
pinch of green chillies in a smooth gravy sauce 
Chicken Chilli Paneer NEW £7.45 £6.35 

Chicken breast cooked with cottage cheese and fresh green chillies 
Chicken or LambTawa (Hot or Mild) £6.95 £5.90 

Slightly hot and spicy with sweet chilli flavours. Served on a griddle, a dry dish 
served with very little sauce 

Mixed Garlic Chilli NEW £7.95 £6.75 

Combination of chicken, lamb and prawn deliciously spiced with garlic chunks 
and fresh coriander 



Massala Lounge 
Restuarant 


FREE PARKING AT REAR 


HEALTHY OPTION 


FREE 


Booking now 
being taken for tables for 
Christmas parties 
and New Years Eve 


15% DISCOUNT ON DELIVERY OR COLLECTION. 


16-26 Wolverhampton Rd, Oldbury, B68 OLH 
TELEPHONE: 0121 420 2000 


$ 

Christmas Day 


Open 7 days a week including bank holidays Sun - Thurs 5.00pm to 11.30pm Fri - Sat 5.00pm to 12.30am 
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Wl members 
have a go 
at wreaths 

Shareshill Wl _ 

PRESIDENT Margaret 
Beddard welcomed everyone 
to the “Have a Go” evening 
when members were going 
to be shown how to make a 
Christmas rag wreath. 

Many compliments had 
been received about the 
club’s 60th anniversary din¬ 
ner. The president thanked 
everyone for all the support 
and hard work. 

On a sad note the meeting 
was informed of the death 
of Bill Whitehouse - a good 
friend of Shareshill Wl - 
who played Santa at Christ¬ 
mas parties for a number of 
years. A lovely man who will 
be sorely missed. 

On Remembrance Sunday 
the president laid a wreath 
on the club’s behalf and 
visited the exhibition in the 
church put on by Havergal 
School and member Barbara 
Williams on how two world 
wars affected the village. 

Fourteen members had a 
good day out at markets day 
and were entertained by co¬ 
medienne and singer Judith 
Hibbert before ex-Corona- 
tion Street actor Sean Wil¬ 
son gave a talk on how he 
has become a prize winning 
Lancashire cheese maker. 

The president introduced 
Kerri from ‘Living in Love¬ 
liness’ who runs the craft 
centre at Essington. Some 
35 members had booked 
to make a Christmas rag 
wreath and Kerri proceeded 
to show how it was done. 

The Heathside Group 
Carol Service is at St 
Luke’s Church, Cannock at 
11.30am on Saturday, De¬ 
cember 6. 


Flower arranging 
art demonstrated 



Janet Hough, one of the winners of a flower arrangement at the November meeting 


THE Federation Black Country Night on 
November 14 was a great success thanks to 
the organisational skills of the committee, 
who made sure everyone was served with 
the delicious faggots, mash & peas supplied 
by ‘Eatso’ of Pelsall. 

An hour of funny monologues, gossip and 
recollections including memories of a child¬ 
hood spent in Quarry Bank, by Marlene 
the Black Country wench, rounded off a 
very successful evening. The guild meeting 
on November 20 commenced with thanks 
to Ann Sale and Irene Williams for laying 


Pelsall ‘E’ TG 


a poppy wreath on behalf of the Guild at 
Pelsall Cenotaph on Remembrance Sun¬ 
day. Speaker for the evening, Doris Halifax, 
gave an inspiring demonstration in the art 
of flower arranging by performing wonders 
with greenery and flowers to depict the 
Christmas story in five beautiful arrange¬ 
ments, which were later raffled. 

The meeting on Thursday, December 18 
will be the traditional Christmas buffet. 


County chairman steps down 


FOLLOWING the singing 
of Jerusalem, president Jul¬ 
ie Hammersley greeted all 
members and visitors with 
a special welcome to Denise 
Morton who has recently 
stepped down after many 
years as county chairman 
for South Staffs Federation. 

The usual business was 
dealt with as well as the fi¬ 
nalising of the Christmas 


Bilbrook Wl 


meal at Essington Fruit 
Farm and Christmas party. 
Denise was presented with 
a card and plant from the 
members of Bilbrook WI. 

Julie introduced speaker 
Kasie Woods from Boots 
No 7. She had also brought 
her diary for anyone who 


would like to book a com¬ 
plementary facial. This was 
followed by question time 
and Julie thanked Casie for 
a very interesting afternoon. 

The December meeting 
is the Christmas party. In 
January, Patricia Boyd will 
talk on “What the Butler 
Saw” and in February, Pat- 
sie Jarman on “Advertise¬ 
ments of Bygone Times”. 



Moat Farm Junior School 
Trust 


ALBION 


tcin to *cni#v< 


children 


Please feel free to come 
and look around our 
school, to make an 
appointment please call 
the school number 


‘Where We Prepare For Tomorrow By 
Achieving Today’ 


The Governing Body is pleased to announce 
that the extra Y3 class was filled successfully 
this September and we are again offering 120 
places in Y3 for September 2015. 
Anyone interested in seeking a place should 
contact us for a prospectus and further infor¬ 
mation about the application process. 


Ofsted comments June 2013: 

‘Partnerships are strong and benefit the 
pupils in the school’ 

‘Pupils feel safe in lessons and around 
school, behaviour is good and pupils show 
a positive attitude towards learning’ 

‘The range of subjects and topics that 
pupils study is wide and varied’ 

Excellent school attendance which last 
year was 96.5% which is above the Local 
Authority average. 

Pupils have access to a range of extended 
services both before and after school and 
in the holidays. 


Moat Farm Junior School Trust, Brookfields Road, Oldbury, West Midlands, B68 9QR 
Call or Email for a Prospectus 
Telephone: 0121 5521215 
Email: laura.braznel@moatfarm-jun.sandwell.sch.uk 


20 HOURS FREE NURSERY CARE 



BRING YOUR CHILDREN TO 
ON OUR OPEN DAY & ENJOY 
SANTA’S GROTTO FOR FREE! 


TINY TOTS ACADEMY is a brand new bright and spacious 
Ofsted registered nursery open near you. 

At Tiny Tots Academy we provide a secure clean and stimulating learning 
environment for children in our care. Your child will thrive academically, 
physically and emotionally to the best of their potential. 

Tiny Tots Academy has a spacious area for babies from 3 months to 2 
years to promote their development. 

We have a dedicated toddler’s room for ages 2-3. Encouraging 
children’s learning & independence. 



An open plan area for pre-school room age 3-4, 
that enhances their learning skills and prepares 
them for school life. 

We will help support your child to build the best 
foundations in their early development years to 
ensure they are well equipped for a bright future. 
Our nursery has a professional and friendly team 
that work together in partnership with you so that 
your children’s requirements are fulfilled. 

FREE 20 hours for 3-5 year olds 
fextra 5 hours than normalj 

FREE 15 hours for 2 years old 
subject to income 


/ cS# 


Academy 


1 Walsall Street* West Bromwich B70 7NX 
Telephone: 07731 399 431 or 0121 358 8860 




Now opened a 
second shop at 



*66 Londonderry Lane, 


Est since 1997 


Specialising in all types of hair cutting 
European & Afro Caribbean 
-asn Love all serve all 


Gents £5.00 Children £4.00 
O.A.P.S £4.50 

• Pattern & Designs • Home Service Available 
• We also do New Born Babies 


15 Cape Hill High Street, 
Smethwick B66 jPB 
tour Fee Parking at Asda) 


07968 152 822 


Mon * Sat 9.30am - 7pm 
Sunday 10am - 4pm 

closed Tuesdays 
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Have You Worked In 
Any Noisy Environment 
After 1963? 

If so, this may have affected your 
hearing and you could be entitled 

to £1000’s in COMPENSATION! 


It does not matter if the company you worked for no 
longer exists / you could still make a claim. 

✓ Specialist In Industrial Deafness Claims 

* Quick and Simple Process 
^ No Charge 

* Maximum Compensation 
You are particularly at risk if you have A 
worked in any of these industries: 

•Steelworks • Foundry• Engineering -Chemical Plants • Sheet Metal 
•Copper - Production - Fabrication - Paper -Manufacturing -Mills 

• Heavy Plants - Factories • Power Stations - Shipyards - Construction 

• Railway • National Coal Board (Neb) • Food • Rubber • Pipe Layers 
•Ground Works... and many other noisy jobs. 

We are inviting you to attend our clinic for a 

FREE INDUSTRIAL HEARING TEST 

which is taking place on: 



Date: Saturday 13th December 2014 
Venue: Village Hotel, Castlegate Park, 
Birmingham Road, Dudley, DY1 4TB 
Time: 9am until 4pm 

To Book an appointment call now on: 

Freephone: 0800 65 25 786 

Axium Marketing Ltd, Office 420, Glenfield Business Park, 
Philips Road, Blackburn, BB1 5PF 


Specialists for the over 50s 



; k 



Insurance one-stop shop 

Age UK Sandwell offers a range of tailor-made products and 
services including home, car and travel insurance designed 
with the over 50s in mind. 

For a face-to-face 
no-obligation quote, visit: 

Age UK Sandwell 
15-17 Bull Street 
West Bromwich 
B70 6EU 

9.30-4.30 Mon - Fri 
Or call: 0121 500 1870 


^ageuK 

Age Concern and Help the Aged 

Home, car and travel insurance are provided by Ageas Insurance Limited. 

Age UK Enterprises Limited is a commercial services arm of Age UK (registered charity number 1128267) and 
donates its net profits to Age UK. Age UK is a registered trademark of Age UK. The use of the name and logo 
‘Age UK’ is done so under licence agreement between Age UK and Age UK Enterprises Limited. Promoter: Age UK 
Enterprises Limited, Tavis House, 1-6 Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9NA.. MP2828V2NOV12 NN007765_14 



130 foreign vehicles are 
seized in UK crackdown 


Majority 
of Mailbox 
units are 
now let 


MORE than 130 foreign vehicles 
have been seized in the Mid¬ 
lands during the first few weeks 
of a pilot project clamping down 
on overseas drivers flouting UK 
road rules. 

West Midlands Police is one of six 
forces nationwide taking part in a test 
project that sees officers handed de¬ 
volved Driver and Vehicle Licensing 
Agency (DVLA) powers to impound 
vehicles being driven illegally on the 
country’s roads. 

Foreign vehicles must be registered and 
licensed in the UK when they’ve been here 
for longer than six months in any 12-month 
period - a provision under EU legislation 
that affords the same privilege to UK driv¬ 
ers on the continent. 

Previously, police could only report any 
vehicles they’d found overstaying their 
welcome on foreign number plates to the 
DVLA for the agency to take action. 

Extent 


Joleon proves a good sport 


But the pilot scheme - codenamed Op¬ 
eration Jessica - now gives police powers 
to seize the vehicles and insist owners tax, 
insure and register them in the UK or leave 
the country within 56 days; any vehicles not 
claimed will be crushed. 

Superintendent Paul Keasey said 134 ve¬ 
hicles had been seized across the West Mid¬ 
lands and West Mercia - one of the other 
forces involved - since the project launched 
on November 3. 

He added: “We’ve stopped 210 for- 
eign-plated vehicles in three weeks and 134 
have been found to be illegal - that’s more 
than 60 per cent so it highlights the extent 
of the problem and why the pilot has been 
introduced. 

“The DVLA has provided us with a 
‘hot list’ of vehicles that have entered the 
country and stayed longer than permitted 
without licensing it here - we are actively 
targeting these vehicles and making stops 
on other foreign cars to check they are com¬ 
plying. 



Joleon Lescott with the winning Team Lescott in the Question of Sport 


STUDENTS at a school in the Black 
Country took part in an assembly 
with a difference when they were 
joined by West Bromwich Albion de¬ 
fender Joleon Lescott for their own 
take on A Question of Sport. 

Sandwell Academy pupils Ab- 
bie-Jane Mansell, 12, Lydia Bevan, 
11, Shenay Davis-Lawrence, 12, 
Ethan Mundon,ll, Kade Craig, 11, 
and Kobe Stewart, 11, were se¬ 
lected by virtue of their excellent 
attitude and work ethic in PE and 
good behaviour, to take part in a 
quiz in front of their year group and 


staff. The pupils were split up into 
two teams, one led by head teacher 
Simon Topper, the other led by 
the Albion star, in the academy’s 
own version of TV’s ‘A Question of 
Sport’. 

With Albion foundation educa¬ 
tion and inclusion manager, Allison 
Tripney as quiz master, Team Le¬ 
scott took the win 19-12, after they 
scored an impressive full house in 
the charades round. Students on 
the winning team were rewarded 
with a pair of tickets to an Albion 
home fixture. 


MORE than 70 per cent of 
the units at Birmingham’s 
Mailbox have been let or 
are in final negotiations 
ahead of its re-launch in the 
spring. 

The redevelopment is in 
full swing with work cur¬ 
rently well under way in cre¬ 
ating the brand new Harvey 
Nichols store located at the 
heart of the premises, which 
will more than double in 
size to 45,000 sq ft. 

Hugo Boss is the latest 
luxury fashion brand to 
commit to the re-launched 
Mailbox, taking a unit of 
more than 3,000 sq ft. Join¬ 
ing Hugo Boss is Emporio 
Armani, L K Bennett, Jae¬ 
ger and Gieves and Hawkes. 

“Hugo Boss is delighted 
to return to the newly re¬ 
furbished Mailbox. We look 
forward to opening our store 
early 2015,” said Stephan 
Born, managing director of 
Hugo Boss UK. 

Melanie Taylor, head of 
leasing at Milligan, devel¬ 
opment partner and joint 
owner of the Mailbox, said: 
“We are making great pro¬ 
gress on the leasing side, 
and the exciting mix of re¬ 
tailers continues to set the 
bar high..” 

Urban neighbourhood 
kitchen, Gas Street Social, 
is the latest brand to be 
announced as part of the 
Mailbox’s food and beverage 
offering. Gas Street Social 
serves local food, wines and 
artisan coffee. 

As well as brunch, fresh 
bread and pastries and an 
all-day menu, it offers local¬ 
ly-sourced and sustainable 
sharing plates in a home 
from home urban space. 



WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 


2417 
t mei9 en 
CallM, 



Gastek 

Solutions 


^WORCESTER accredited installer 


NOT 

your fault? 



Your claim 
will be handled 
by friendly 
specialist 
solicitors who 
are local to you. 


L 7*1iddleton ^ Durnmet 


FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 

Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

h Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Worley, West Midlands B69 4QX 


FIREWOOD FOR SALE 

MIXED WOOD LOGS IN BUILDERS BAG 

£60 DELIVERED 


i 


HALF LOADS AVAILABLE 


LAMBSWICK LOGS 

CALL TODAY on 

07505 030643 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

• Free Annual Boiler service • All Parts And Labour Included 

• Taps and Toilets • Internal & External Drains 

• Unlimited Call Outs • Gas & Water Supply Pipes 

PLUS MOOR! 

ALL FROM JUST £9.99 PER MONTH 

t/c apply 

.CALLTODAY AND SPEAK TO THE TEAM 
r 01384 560 856 

• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Bomestic Plumbing Work 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 
Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT & 

(All prices are plus VAT) Worcester mIeeib 

DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED “ up , 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 
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Tate & Lyle Sugar 

1 Kg 

Price: 

45p 

SSSP: 89p 



SO Soft 18 Roll 
2 Ply Toilet Tissue 

Price: 

£1.99 

"SSSP: £499 



6 Pack Kitchen Roll 

Price: 69 P 

SSSP: 

Srh99 


Pepsi 

Pk of 24, 
330ml Cans 

Price: 


£4.99 


SSSP: 

o n cq 



1200w Oscillating 
Halogen Heater 

Price: 

£7.99 


SSSP: £44:99 



Plain Hand Towels 
Assorted Colours: 99P 

Plain Bath Towels 
Assorted Colours: 

£ 1.99 



Pifco1300W 
6 in 1 Steam Mop 


Ergonomic Handle, 

Light Weight, Ready 
to Use in 30 Sec, 5 
Meter Cord, 400ml 
Water Tank, Tilting 
Head, Microfibre 
Cleaning Cloths included 

Price: £19.99 
SSSP £40.99 


Hi* j S3 



NQP Corovin Quilts 

Single: £ 3.99 Double: £ 4.99 King: £ 5,99 


/ 




NQP Poly Cotton Quilts 

Single: £ 5.99 Double: £ 6.99 King: £ 7.99 


BacoFoil Turkey Tray 

Dimensions: L-44cm x 
W-32.5cm x D-7.5cm 

Price: 

49p 

each 

SSSP: £2^9 



BacoFoil 
Turkey Foil 

Dimensions: 600mm x 3m 

Price: 69p 

SSSP: £44)9 



Dimplex HTB 2KW CADIZ ECO OILFREE 
RADIATOR THERMOST &TIMER 


2kW output 

2 heat settings - Half / Full 
Thermostat with frost protection 
24 hour electronic timer 
Unique oil free environmentally 
friendly heating technology 
Lightweight design 
Cable tidy 
Easy glid castors 
5 year manufacturer guarantee 
Power cord length 1.5m 
Micathermic element 


I N 1 





Price: £ 59.99 

RRP: £149.99 


, Premier Fibre Optic Trees Guaranteed 
Cheaper than any Garden Centre 

HURRY VERY LIMITED STOCK LEFT 





Dreamland Luxury 
Mattress Protector 

Single: £4.99 each, 2 for £8.00 
Double: £5.99 each, 2 for £10.00 
King: £6.99 each, 2 for £12.00 

Pair of Quilted 
Pillow v 
Protector: 

£2.99 


Fusion Juicer By Jason Vale 

Whisper-quiet 3600 RPM motor 
Superior extraction technology 
Dishwasher safe parts 
Surgical-quality stainless 
steel blade 

Extra-large round feeder 
accommodates most fruit 
and vegetables 
Non-drip spout 

Price: £69n99 

RRP: £129.99 






Huge Selection of 
LED Christmas Lights 
LIMITED STOCK 


Christmas Wooden M 
Candle Bridge 
Price: £8.99 


VV<_KxJt?n Candle * 
Bridos 




. .. 






OKS 

N*. BIRMINGHAM 

New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL 

0121 643 2822 


STOKE-ON-TRENT 

Waterloo Road, Burslem ST6 2QB 

01782 815825 


BILSTON 

Loxdale Street, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 

01902 408 555 


All Prices 
Includes VAT”, 
and “*Subject 
to availability”. 

Pictures are 
for illustration 
purposes only 
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20 WHAT’S ON 


Blessed start to 
seasonal music 

THE man with the biggest 
beard after Father Christ¬ 
mas, Brian Blessed, will 
be bringing his extra large 
personality and voice to 
greet the festive season at 
Birmingham. 

The popular actor will 
be giving readings at the 
Christmas Classics concert 
at the Symphony Hall on 
Saturday, December 20, at 
2pm. Bach, Mozart, Pears¬ 
all and carols will feature 
in the concert involving 
guest soprano Elizabeth 
Atherton with the City of 
Birmingham Choir and 
London Concert Orchestra. 

The Carols By Candle¬ 
light concert at the same 
venue that evening will in¬ 
clude the Mozart Festival 
Orchestra in period cos¬ 
tume and the Canzonetta 
choir. See www.thsh.co.uk 
or call 0121 345 0603. 

Rockers return to 
play this weekend 

BIRMINGHAM rock leg¬ 
ends Magnum promote 
album Escape from the 
Shadow Garden at Bil- 
ston’s Robin 2 tomorrow 
(Friday). The same venue 
hosts ex-Marillion front¬ 
man Fish on Monday and 
a Compton Hospice charity 
concert featuring Dudley’s 
former The Voice finalist 
Jenny Jones on Tuesday. 

The Human League are 
at Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall tomorrow, when 
ex-Rainbow singer Graham 
Bonnett rocks Birming¬ 
ham 02 Academy. Rock¬ 
abilly queen Imelda May 
is at Digbeth’s Institute 
on Saturday, while in an¬ 
other room Turbowolf lead 
Download Freezes Over. 


Hootenanny time comes early 
with Jools and his orchestra 


Niki has 
a Grand 
fairy role 

FORMER X Factor star 
Niki Evans is gearing up 
to appear in pantomime at 
Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre for the fourth 
time. 

The singer, who reached 
the semi finals of the TV 
talent show in 2007, says 
she cannot wait to return 
to the city for the festive 
season. This year she will 
be appearing as the Fairy 
Godmother in Cinderella. 

This year she will be star¬ 
ring alongside Julian Clary 
and Joe Tracini, son of Joe 
Pasquale. 

“It has become bit of a 
Christmas tradition for 
me,” said Niki, who was 
born in Birmingham and 
now lives in Tamworth. 

“I love getting glittered 
up and into costume, see¬ 
ing how much it excites the 
kids is my favourite part.” 

Thousands of tickets 
have already been sold for 
the panto, which opens on 
Saturday and runs until 

January 18. Singer Niki Evans is starring in pantomime Cinderella at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 



BOOGIE woogie big band maestro Jools Hol¬ 
land has a double date with Birmingham in 
the run up to Christmas with special guests 
Marc Almond and Rumer. 

The piano man’s latest tour comes hot on the heels of 
his new album Sirens of Song (released by East West) , in 
which Jools and his Rhythm and Blues Orchestra team up 
with several leading female singers. 


The 14-track recording 
includes two regular singers 
with his band, Oldham-born 
Louise Marshall and Bir¬ 
mingham’s own Ruby 
Turner, plus on the bluesy 
Lost Mind, the velvet-voiced 
Rumer who will be joining 
Jools and co at the Sym¬ 
phony Hall on Wednesday 
and Thursday, December 17 
and 18. 

Other contributions to 
the album include one of the 
last recordings by jazz leg¬ 
end Eartha Kitt, Ain’t Mis¬ 
behavin’ from a Later show 
in 2008, and the late Amy 
Winehouse in stomping reg¬ 
gae mode with Monkey Man 
from the Hootenanny show 
in 2006. 

Highlights among newer 
recordings include Bir¬ 
mingham soul singer Laura 
Mvula’s stylish take on See 
Line Woman, Emeli Sande 
on jazz standard Love Me 
Or Leave me, Melanie C’s 
version of Stevie Wonder’s 
I Wish and a radical New 
Orleans style makeover for 
Clash song Should I Stay 
Or Should I Go by Kylie 
and Jools. Sometime mem- 



Jools Holland leads his band 


her of his band, Joss Stone, 
also contributes Letting Me 
Down,which she co-wrote 
with Jools. 

Some of these songs plus 
a lot of jazz, soul and reggae 
standards are likely to fea¬ 
ture when Jools brings his 
feel-good show to the venue. 
Tickets cost £36 plus trans¬ 
action fee. See www.thsh. 
co.uk or call 0121 345 0600. 

Meanwhile, former Soft 
Cell frontman Marc Almond 
will also be in concert in his 
own right at Birmingham 
Town Hall on April 17 as 
part of his Velvet Trail tour 
for his forthcoming album. 


Festive folk bring 
Christmas shows 

WOLVERHAMPTON’S 
Dan Whitehouse will be 
launching his new album, 
Raw State, at his Christ¬ 
mas show at the Glee Club, 
Birmingham on Sunday. 
Dan will be joined by Chris 
Tye, Harriet Harkcom and 
Duke Special. The show 
starts 8pm and tickets are 
£8 plus booking fee. 

Barnsley nightingale 
Kate Rusby is bringing her 
annual festive show to the 
Symphony Hall, Birming¬ 
ham on Thursday Decem¬ 
ber 11. The show starts 
7.30pm and tickets are £25 
plus transactions fees. 

The festivities continue 
when Maddy Prior brings 
her carols and capers show 
to Birmingham Town Hall 
on Sunday, December 14. 
The show starts at 7.30pm 
and tickets are £19.50 plus 
fees. See www.thsh.co.uk 

Cool Yule with Rat 
Pack Vegas show 

START the festivities with 
a ring-a-ding-ding time at 
the Christmas with the Rat 
Pack Live from Las Vegas 
Show this week. 

The tribute to Frank 
Sinatra, Dean Martin and 
Sammy Davis Jr starts a 
three-night (and Saturday 
matinee) run at the New 
Alexandra Theatre in Bir¬ 
mingham tonight (Thurs¬ 
day) with the Burrelli 
Sisters and Rat Pack Big 
Band. It puts a festive twist 
on the cool crooner sounds 
of the 1950s and 60s, so ex¬ 
pect Baby It’s Cold Outside 
and White Christmas. 

The theatre is also 
launching its new Ambas¬ 
sador Lounge for those 
seeking a VIP experience. 



UNDER NEW MANGERMENT 

THE BRUNSWICK 


ENTERTAINMENT ALL WEEKEND - 

SUNDAY ENTERTAINMENT FROM 
4.00PM TILL 7.30PM 

FAMILIES WELCOME 


SUNDAY 

LUNCHES 

^£4.99 



301 Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury, WS10 


LOUNGE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE I CHRISTMAS PARTIES WELCOME 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


The Shireland 
Shireland Road 
Smethwick 
B664RD 

Tel: 0121 565 1939 
Email: info@theshireland.com 


Till 

SHIRELAND 


w 


l www.facebook.com/theshireland 
■ @TheShireland 
www.theshireland.com 

Available 
Here 


• BEERS ON TAP • 





LIGHT 



WATCH SKY SPORTS AND ENJOY THE FOOD 

dtiVsport ' from our open grill 

MONDAY-TUESDAY SPECIAL OFFER ONLY 

Regular Mixed Grill and Plain Naan £© 

• TRADING HOURS • 

• Monday - Thursday: 12noon - 11pm • Friday - Saturday: 11.30am - 12am (Midnight) • Sunday: 12noon - 10.30pm 


All Major Credit 
Cards Accepted 
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CHOICE 



Miranda Hart 


The Jonathan Ross Show 
(ITV, 10.35pm) 

In case you’ve been oblivious 
to the adverts, posters 
and pop-up ads, Peter 
Jackson’s final part of his 
Hobbit trilogy is about to hit 
cinemas. While the source 
material may not have 
demanded such an epic 
saga, The Hobbit has 
given Martin Freeman 
one of the best roles of his 
career as Bilbo Baggins. 

This week he drops into the 
studio to discuss The Battle 
of the Five Armies, while the 
most controversial man on 
four wheels, Jeremy 
Clarkson, will no doubt be 
discussing the recent farrago 
in Argentina. Plus, 
funnywoman Miranda Hart 
and X Factor veteran Ella 
Henderson also lend their 
considerable talents to the 
proceedings. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Tom Kerridge’s Proper Pub 
Food. (R) 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.10 Football Focus. 1.00 Live 
Snooker: UK Championship. Coverage of 
the first semi-final at the Barbican Centre 
in York. 4.30 Final Score. 5.25 Celebrity 
Mastermind. (R) 5.55 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong quizzes eight writers - 
Charlie Higson, Rachel Johnson, 
Robert Harris, Gill Hornby, Jenny 
Colgan, Benjamin Zephaniah, 
Danny Wallace and Stuart 
Maconie. 

7.00 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess Daly 
and Claudia Winkleman present 
the quarter-final of the ballroom 
battle as the remaining six pro¬ 
celebrity couples take another few 
dance steps closer to lifting the 
glitterball trophy. Len Goodman, 
Bruno Tonioli, Craig Revel 
Florwood and Darcey Bussell 
provide their opinions and scores, 
which are combined with the 
votes of the viewers to decide 
which two couples will appear in 
tomorrow night’s dreaded dance- 
off. 

8.15 Atlantis. Ariadne sets out on a 
journey forTelemon’s homeland 
of Aegina, despite Jason’s 
concerns for his queen’s safety - 
and before long the royal 
procession faces enemies at every 
turn. 

9.00 Casualty. Ash disagrees with 
Dylan on how to treat a suspected 
overdose, Zoe gets annoyed with 
Cal for flirting with her patient and 
the paramedics receive a 
mysterious hamper for Jeff. 

9.50 The National Lottery Live. Jenni 
Falconer is joined by singer 
Katherine Jenkins as she reveals 
the numbers for the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

10.00BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League clashes, including 
Newcastle United v Chelsea at St 
James’ Park and Stoke City v 
Arsenal at the Britannia Stadium; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.45The Football League Show. 

Manish Bhasin presents highlights 
and all the goals from the latest 
fixtures. 

12.25 Film: AWOL: Absent Without 
Leave. (1990) 2.05 Weather for the 
Week Ahead. 2.10 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 CBBC. 11.00 The Blue Planet. (R) 
12.00 Rick Stein’s Far Eastern Odyssey. 
(R) 1.00 The Rockford Files. (R) 1.45 
Film: The Great Caruso. (1951) Musical 
biopic of opera singer Enrico Caruso, 
starring Mario Lanza. 3.30 Flog It! (R) 

4.30 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 
Further coverage of the first semi-final at 
the Barbican Centre in York. 5.30 
Restoring England’s Heritage. 

6.00 Secrets of the Castle with Ruth, 
Peter and Tom. This edition 
focuses on the surprisingly 
colourful world of medieval 
interior design, with Peter Ginn 
and Tom Pinfold rendering and 
lime-washing the inside walls of a 
guard tower, transforming its dark 
stone walls into a bright space. 
Ruth Goodman makes paint and 
decorates the castle bedchamber 
using designs based on those 
recently discovered at an 11th- 
century church nearby, and Peter 
gets to grips with the indoor 
toilets known as garderobes. (R) 
7.00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 
Hazel Irvine presents all the action 
from the second semi-final at the 
Barbican Centre in York, where the 
first player to win six frames will 
book their place in tomorrow’s 
final. This is the second most 
prestigious ranking tournament 
on the calendar and one that has 
produced a remarkable series of 
champions in recent years, with 
the last eight events being won by 
a different player. Subsequent 
programmes subject to change. 
10.00Tomorrow’s Worlds: The 
Unearthly History of Science 
Fiction. Dominic Sandbrook 
examines sci-fi’s obsession with 
creating artificial life, looking at 
examples from Doctor Who, The 
Terminator, Blade Runner, 
Battlestar Galactica and The 
Matrix. 

11.00 Intruders. Jack discovers the 

alarming scope of the organisation 
to which he has lost Amy, Marcus 
and Madison engage in a fatal 
struggle, and Richard goes on the 
run. Last in the series. 

11.45 Film: Night and the City. (1992) A 
small-time lawyer becomes a 
boxing promoter, only to fall foul 
of gangsters who stand to lose 
money on his fighters. Thriller 
remake, starring Robert De Niro 
and Jessica Lange. 

1.25 Film: Beyond the Fire. (2009) 2.40 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Pat & Stan. 

(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.15 Sooty. 
(R) 7.25 Mr Bean: The Animated Series. 
(R) 7.40 Text Santa: Little Helpers. (R) 

7.45 Matt Hatter Chronicles. 8.10 Text 
Santa: Little Helpers. (R) 8.15 Horrid 
Henry. 8.30 The Munch Box. 9.25 
Dinner Date. (R) 10.20 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 11.15 ITV News; Weather. 

11.25 Storage Hoarders. (R) 12.25 
Countrywise. (R) 12.55 Doc Martin. (R) 
2.00 Keep It in the Family. (R) 3.00 Film: 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets. (2002) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! 

Comedy with Harry Hill, inspired 
by viewers’ videos, featuring 
elaborate pranks, a cat terrorising 
a postman and an accident at the 
top of the Eiffel Tower. 

7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. I’m 
a Celebrity 2013 winner Kian 
Egan, former Olympic swimmer 
Sharron Davies, presenter Matt 
Johnson and actor Larry Lamb 
play for charity. Bradley Walsh 
hosts. Last in the series. 

8.00 The X Factor. The acts have been 
in rehearsals all week and now the 
time has come for them to show 
the voting public why they deserve 
a place in next week’s final. 

Dermot O’Leary hosts. The results 
are tomorrow at 8pm. 

9.30 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present 
highlights from the past 24 hours 
in the jungle and reveal which 
celebrity has fallen at the last 
hurdle, missing out on a place in 
the final. 

10.35The Jonathan Ross Show. The 

host is joined by Top Gear 
presenter Jeremy Clarkson, 
comedy actress Miranda Hart and 
The Hobbit star Martin Freeman, 
and former X Factor contestant 
Ella Henderson performs. 

11.40 ITV News; Weather. 

11.55 Film: Play Misty for Me. (1971) A 
DJ revives his relationship with an 
old flame, driving an obsessive fan 
mad with jealousy. Psychological 
thriller, directed by and starring 
Clint Eastwood, with Jessica 
Walter. 

1.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.05 Great Ethiopian Run. 7.00 FIM 
Superbike World Championship. 8.00 
The Morning Line. 9.00 Weekend 
Kitchen. 10.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 10.55 
Frasier. (R) 11.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.55 The Simpsons. (R) 12.20 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD. (R) 1.20 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Sandown Park and Aintree. 4.00 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.30 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

5.35 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.00 Come Dine with Me. Fun-loving 
salesman Charlie Spiteri hosts the 
final festive dinner party in south¬ 
east London. A stylish offering of 
oysters and champagne on arrival 
impresses his guests, but the 
cook encounters problems with an 
ambitious three-bird roast. 
However, he hopes his snow 
machine and festive capers will be 
enough for him to take the £1,000 
prize. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Inside Rolls-Royce. A behind- 
the-scenes look at the exclusive 
and luxurious world of the 
renowned British car brand, 
following workers at the 
manufacturer’s Goodwood factory 
as they build their most expensive 
bespoke car to date, the Celestial 
Phantom, which comes complete 
with diamond-studded interior. 

The programme reveals the 
craftsmanship that goes into 
making and selling vehicles with a 
huge price tag and the lengths to 
which the team will go in the 
pursuit of perfection. (R) 

8.00 Film: Battleship. (2012) 

Premiere. A reckless slacker joins 
the Navy, hoping to win the 
respect of his girlfriend’s father, a 
stern admiral. He and his 
shipmates are put to the ultimate 
test as part of a force of vessels 
that must battle an invading fleet 
of powerful alien spaceships. Sci- 
fi adventure, starring Taylor 
Kitsch, Liam Neeson and 
Alexander Skarsgard. 

10.35 Film: From Dusk Till Dawn. 

(1996) A pair of outlaws take a 
family hostage and then lie low in 
a Mexican strip club, which turns 
out to be infested with vampires. 
Horror, starring George Clooney 
and Harvey Keitel. 

12.40 Film: The Talented Mr Ripley. 
(1999) 3.05 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.15 A Place 
in the Sun: Home or Away. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Film: Santa Jr. 
(2002) Christmas comedy, starring Nick 
Stabile. 12.15 Film: Meet the Santas. 
(2005) Fantasy comedy sequel, with 
Steve Guttenberg. 1.55 Film: Hats Off to 
Christmas! (2013) Romantic drama, 
with Haylie Duff and Antonio Cupo. 3.40 
Film: Mrs Miracle. (2009) A talented 
housekeeper helps a widowed father of 
twin boys to turn his life around and 
rediscover his love of music. Family 
drama, starring Doris Roberts and 
James Van Der Beek. 5.35 Film: Noel. 
(2004) Drama, starring Susan Sarandon. 

7.25 Britain’s Craziest Christmas 
Lights. Former Slade frontman 
Noddy Holder narrates a 
documentary following four 
households as they turn their 
homes into electric winter 
wonderlands with extensive 
displays of festive illuminations. 
For these Christmas obsessives, 
who include Dave and Carol 
Edwards, putting up the lights 
involves a head for heights, DIY 
wiring skills and an unshakable 
resolve, with some inspired by the 
bling of Blackpool while others 
aim for the ambitious scale of a 
West End show. (R) 

8.25 5 News Weekend. 

8.30 Film: Rocky Balboa. (2006) The 
ageing fighter contemplates a 
return to the ring when a computer 
simulation reveals he would have 
defeated the current world 
heavyweight champion Mason 
“The Line” Dixon, who responds 
by challenging Rocky to face him 
for real. Boxing drama sequel, 
directed by and starring Sylvester 
Stallone. 

10.30 Film: Pale Rider. (1985) A 
mysterious preacher with lethal 
gunfighting skills helps a mining 
community battle a ruthless 
landowner. Western, directed by 
and starring Clint Eastwood. 

12.40 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 Gotham. Gordon and Bullock 
investigate a deadly fight club where the 
winners are awarded a job, while Bruce 
learns a difficult lesson when he tries to 
make friends at school. (R) 4.00 House 
Doctor. Ann Maurice offers advice to a 
bachelor having trouble selling his home 
in Knutsford, Cheshire, because it is too 
masculine. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 

5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roarythe 
Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Doctor Who 8.00 Top Gear 9.00 
Sherlock 10.30 Bad Education 11.00 
Family Guy 1.30 Life Is Toff 2.00 Sweat 
the Small Stuff 2.30 Some Girls 3.00 Bad 
Education 3.30 Parents’ Evening 4.00 
Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Ice Age Giants 8.00 Sex and 
Sensibility: The Allure of Art Nouveau 
9.00 Inspector Montalbano 10.45 Billy 
Joel: The Bridge to Russia - A Matter of 
Trust 12.00 Billy Joel: Live in Leningrad 

1.20 Top of the Pops: 1979 2.00 Ice Age 
Giants 3.00 Sex and Sensibility: The 
Allure of Art Nouveau 4.00 Close 

ITV2 

12.00 The Cube: Celebrity Special 1.00 
Totally You’ve Been Framed! 2.05 Film: 
Rumor Has It (2005) 4.00 I’m a Celebrity 
Get Me Out of Here! 5.30 Film: She’s the 
Man (2006) 7.40 Film: The Scorpion 
King (2002) 9.30 The Xtra Factor 10.35 
I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here Now! 

11.35 The X Factor 1.05 The Xtra Factor 
2.00 Two and a Half Men 2.45 Kiesza: 

The Hot Desk 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 

ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

12.50 Film: Columbo: Negative Reaction 
(1974) 2.50 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
7.00 Rosemary & Thyme 8.00 Doc 
Martin 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.00 A Touch 
of Frost 1.05 Bomb Girls 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.15 Alias Smith and Jones 12.25 The 
Professionals 1.30 Live Tennis. The 
Statoil Masters Tennis. 4.30 Cheers 5.00 
Alias Smith and Jones 6.00 Storage 
Wars 7.30 Live Tennis. The Statoil 
Masters Tennis. 10.30 Film: The Living 
Daylights (1987) 1.15 Journey to Le 
Mans 2.15 Tommy Cooper 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 12.00 
How I Met Your Mother 1.00 Melissa & 
Joey 3.00 Made in Chelsea 4.00 
Rude(ish) Tube 6.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: The Waterboy (1998) 

10.50 Rude Tube 11.55 The 
Inbetweeners 1.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 2.00 The Cleveland Show 3.15 
Franklin & Bash 3.55 Happy Endings 

4.20 My Fair Wedding 
Film4 

11.00 The Belles of St Trinian’s (1954) 

I. 00 The Hunt for Red October (1990) 

3.45 The King and I (1956) 6.25 The Way 
Back (2010) 9.00 Solomon Kane (2010) 

II. 05 Heat (1995) 2.20 Shutter (2008) 
4.00 Close 



Central Heating Assistance 


For a lll m l111il l ^;Hi] i ifnTTW Sandwell Council 
is able to help provide central heating 
systems to homeowners who have no 
central heating or an old inefficient 
“G” rated boiler or back boiler. 


If you live in Sandwell and have a 
low household income and are: 

• over 60 or 

m disabled or have 
® chronic health issues or have 

• children up to the age 
of nineteen 

You may be eligible for assistance.* 

*Subject to terms and conditions 

If you want to know more contact: 
Sandwell Council Home Improvement 
Agency on: 

0121 569 5232 

or email: 

privatesector_housing@sandwell.gov.uk 


HENLEY 
i FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

An Independent, Caring, Family-run Business 
Giving you support in your time of need 
The only Independent Family Run 
Funeral Directors in Oldbury. 

24-hr service: all areas covered 

Telephone FREE on 0800 056 6564 

EMILY HOUSE, WARLEY ROAD, OLDBURY 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 

Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 


derland Day Nursery 

All children 6 weeks to 
5 years welcome 
Childcare vouchers accepted 
Free funded places 
for 2-5 year olds available. 


0121 556 6222 

ilvhead Road. Wednesburv WS10 7DF 


# f 57 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WSIO 7DF 
www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk 
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Sandwell Home 
Improvement Agency 
Court House, West Bromwich. 
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|| OR CA L L (01902) 519444 J 
B (MO N DAY T O FRIDAY,9 A M TO 5 PM ) I 

Please note: Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. 
Photos available to view and order online the next working day after publication. 




Electrical Services LTD 

SUPPLIERS TO THE TRADE AND PUDLIC 


- 


mm 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS FOR 
TRADESMEN AVAILABLE 


9 New Street, Smethwick, B66 2AJ 

Tel/Fax: 0121 555 8500 Mob: 07976 285 398 

E: amecoelectrical@gmail.com 
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22 SUNDAY’S TV DECEMBER 7 


CHOICE 



Ant and Dec 


I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! 

(ITV, 9pm) 

Back in 2002, the powers that be 
at ITV first discussed the 
seemingly absurd idea of taking 
a handful of headline-grabbing 
celebrities, cutting off their home 
comforts and throwing them in to 
the middle of a beastie-inhabited 
Australian jungle. ’It’ll never work’ 
cried a groaning public. But 12 
years, and 14 series, down the 
line, and we’re just about ready 
to crown our new jungle winner. 
This time last year, we were 
having trouble making the call 
between singer Kian Egan and 
fashion designer David 
Emmanuel after an eventful few 
weeks watching the holed-up 
celebs. This time around, we’ve 
seen tears and tantrums, 
expletives-filled bush trucker 
trials and too many naff jokes to 
count from Ant and Dec (we love 
them really). 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

Fern Britton Meets Nicholas Parsons. 

11.00 Sunday Politics. 12.15 M0TD2 

Extra. With Mark Chapman and the 

Match of the Day team. 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.45 FA 

Cup Final Score. 4.20 Songs of Praise. 

4.55 Christmas Supermarket Secrets. 

(R) 5.55 BBC News; Regional News. 

6.20 Countryfile. The team reports 
from East Sussex, where Helen 
Skelton discovers the secrets of 
the mysterious shepherd’s stones 
and goes on a fossil hunt with 
local schoolchildren, finding the 
footprints of what’s believed to be 
a dinosaur. John Craven takes a 
stroll round the grounds of 
Batemans, a country house where 
writer Rudyard Kipling sought 
solace and peace, and new 
presenter Joe Crowley joins a 
team from the Sussex Wildlife 
Ambulance service as they are 
called out to a stag in distress. 
Adam Henson explores how 
science is being used to detect 
animal diseases early and Tom 
Heap finds out about the return of 
the British beaver in Devon. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman reveal which couples 
are guaranteed a place in the 
semi-final and which two have to 
face each other in the dance-off. 
OneRepublic provide the music. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. The team 
visits Waltham Forest Town Hall in 
east London, where items include 
a Rolex with a connection to 
Britain’s Special Forces and the 
world’s oldest hot cross bun. 

9.00 Remember Me. Dl Fairholme 
joins Hannah to search for Tom, 
finding him at a caravan park - but 
he still refuses to be drawn on the 
significance of the song 
Scarborough Fair. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action. 

11 .35 The Apprentice. The entrepreneurs 
are challenged to find and buy nine 
items-all of which have featured in 
tasks throughout the history of the 
show-at the best possible prices. 
(R) 

12.35 Film: Racing for Time. (2008) 

2.00 Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.05 

BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.15 Countryfile. (R) 8.15 Glorious 
Gardens from Above. (R) 9.00 The 
Football League Show. (R) 9.40 50 
Golden Years of Sport on BBC Two. (R) 
10.40 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

12.10 The Ato Z of TV Cooking. (R) 

12.55 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 
The opening session of the final at the 
Barbican Centre in York. 

6.00 M0TD: FA Cup Highlights. 

Manish Bhasin presents action 
from the latest second-round 
matches, as the non-league sides 
aimed to make a name for 
themselves and book a place in 
the third round, and a potential tie 
against a Premier League club. 
Fixtures included Gateshead v 
Warrington Town, Bradford City v 
Dartford and Scunthorpe United v 
Worcester City. 

7.00 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 

Hazel Irvine introduces coverage 
of the second session of the final 
at the Barbican Centre in York, 
where the first player to reach 10 
frames will be crowned champion. 
Mark Selby led Neil Robertson 
heading into the concluding 
session of last year’s final, but the 
Jester from Leicester had no 
answer to his Australian 
opponent, who recorded another 
two century breaks on his way to 
winning the tournament for the 
first time. The commentary team 
features Dennis Taylor, Ken 
Doherty, Steve Davis, John Virgo, 
John Parrott and Stephen Hendry. 
11.00 Russell Howard’s Good News. 
The comedian offers his 
perspective on stories dominating 
the media, whether on television, 
online or in print, and he is joined 
by a guest with an amazing tale to 
tell. (R) 

11.30 Film: The British Guide to 
Showing Off. (2011) Premiere. 
Part-animated documentary about 
Andrew Logan’s Alternative Miss 
World show, celebrating some of 
the most memorable contestants 
featured over the 40 years of the 
event. 

1.05 Sign Zone: Countryfile. John 
Craven uncovers one of Lancashire’s 
hidden jewels. (R) 2.00 Holby City. Jesse 
faces up to the consequences of his 
womanising ways, Zosia grapples with a 
patient harbouring a secret and the 
Holby board tries to impose fierce cost¬ 
cutting measures. (R) 3.00 This Is BBC 
Two. Preview of upcoming programmes 
from BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Pat & Stan. 

(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.15 Sooty. 
(R) 7.25 Mr Bean: The Animated Series. 
(R) 7.40 Text Santa: Little Helpers. (R) 

7.45 Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.10 Text 
Santa: Little Helpers. (R) 8.15 Horrid 
Henry. 8.30 Big Time Rush. 9.00 The 
Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 9.25 
Dickinson’s Real Deal. (R) 10.25 Murder, 
She Wrote. (R) 11.25 ITV News; 

Weather. 11.35 Film: Batteries Not 
Included. (1987) 1.30 All Star Family 
Fortunes. (R) 2.30 The X Factor. (R) 

4.00 Film: Apollo 13. (1995) Fact-based 
drama, starring Tom Hanks. 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Coronation Street. Hour-long 
episode. A desperate Kylie sets off 
to find Callum after running out of 
drugs, while Eva agrees to take a 
worried David to his wife’s old 
haunt the Dog & Gun. Kal is 
furious that Tony is exploiting 
Zeedan when he should be with 
his family, Luke comes to the 
rescue after Maria accidentally 
stabs herself in the eye with a 
mascara wand, and Tim worries 
he’s going to have to pull out of 
the school auction as his reading 
just isn’t up to it. Katy confides in 
Alya that she reckons Gary and 
Izzy are getting back together, and 
Owen unwittingly lets slip to Diane 
that Kevin gave her sofa to Sally. 
8.00 The X Factor Results. The 

remaining contestants wait with 
bated breath as Dermot O’Leary 
reveals who is safe and which acts 
will be battling it out in the sing-off 
for a place in next week’s final. 
9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! It’s the final to what has 
been an eventful three weeks in 
the Australian jungle, full of 
terrifying trials, sleepless nights 
and stomach-churning meals, and 
the celebrities who have gone all 
the way will now be looking 
forward to catching a plane home. 
Last in the series. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: I Now Pronounce You 
Chuck & Larry. (2007) Comedy, 
with Adam Sandler. 

12.50 The Store. 2.35 Motorsport UK. 
(R) 3.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 

(R) 4.10 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 NFL: The American Football Show. 
(R) 7.05 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 

7.30 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.55 
Frasier. (R) 8.30 Small Animal Hospital. 
9.00 Jamie’s Comfort Food. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.00 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 1.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.55 
The Simpsons. (R) 2.25 The Simpsons. 
(R) 2.50 Film: Stardust. (2007) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Charlie Cox and 
Claire Danes. 5.25 Film: Home Alone 2: 
Lost in New York. (1992) Comedy 
sequel, starring Macaulay Culkin. 

7.45 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 The Billion Pound Base: 

Dismantling Camp Bastion. For 
eight years, Britain’s biggest 
overseas base since the Second 
World War has been the 
powerhouse of UK and US military 
operations in Afghanistan, and 
now Camp Bastion has closed 
down for good. A town the size of 
Reading with a massive 
infrastructure, including an 
airport, hospital and fast-food 
restaurants, has been dismantled 
bolt by bolt - a huge project that 
faced a constant threat from the 
Taliban as defences and 
manpower depleted daily. This 
documentary follows the men and 
women assigned to the task. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie is forced to 
improvise to salvage her mission, 
while the CIA swiftly closes in on a 
leak. Claire Danes, Rupert Friend 
and Mandy Patinkin star in the 
American thriller. 

10.00 Film: Sinister. (2012) Premiere. A 
writer researching a horrific 
incident that took place in his 
house years previously uncovers a 
supernatural threat. Horror, 
starring Ethan Hawke. 

12.05 Alan Carr: Chatty Man. The host is 
joined by entertainer Bruce Forsyth, 
comedian Lee Evans and singer- 
songwriter George Ezra, who performs 
his latest single Listen to the Man. (R) 

1.00 American Football Live. San Diego 
Chargers v New England Patriots (Kick¬ 
off 1.30am). Coverage of the week 14 
clash from Qualcomm Stadium, where 
the AFC West and AFC East teams face 
each other. 4.45 NFL: Rush Zone. 
Animation about a young American 
football fan who must protect shards of 
a power source called The Core, which is 
hidden in various NFL stadiums. 5.10 
Win It Cook It. (R) 5.35 Countdown. 
Alistair McGowan joins Nick Hewer and 
Rachel Riley for the words-and-numbers 
qame. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina: The Next Steps. (R) 6.30 Pip 
Ahoy! (R) 6.40 The Mr Men Show. (R) 

6.55 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 7.05 Bananas in 
Pyjamas. (R) 7.20 Make Way for Noddy. 
(R) 7.30 Paw Patrol. 7.45 Little 
Princess. (R) 7.55 The Adventures of 
Bottle Top Bill and His Best Friend Corky. 
(R) 8.10 Wanda and the Alien. 8.20 Zack 
and Quack. 8.35 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.55 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.10 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.45 
Access. (R) 9.50 Police Interceptors. (R) 

10.45 Police Interceptors. (R) 11.40 
Police Interceptors. (R) 12.40 Film: Dear 
Santa. (2011) Romantic comedy, 
starring Amy Acker and David Haydn- 
Jones. 2.30 Film: Santa Who? (2000) 
Family comedy, starring Leslie Nielsen. 
4.20 Film: Ice Age: The Meltdown. 
(2006) Animated adventure sequel, with 
the voice of Ray Romano. 

6.00 5 News Weekend. 

6.05 Film: Where Eagles Dare. (1969) 
An American general is held 
captive by the Nazis in a heavily 
defended fortress in the Alps. A 
crack team of British soldiers and 
an American lieutenant are 
dispatched to free him, but they 
soon realise there is a traitor in 
their ranks. Second World War 
adventure, starring Richard 
Burton, Clint Eastwood, Patrick 
Wymark, Michael Hordern and 
Mary Ure. 

9.00 Film: Enemies Closer. (2013) 
Premiere. A forest ranger working 
on the border between the US and 
Canada has an encounter with an 
old enemy who has sworn revenge 
on him. However, the former foes 
are forced to work together to 
survive an encounter with a drug 
cartel’s agents, who are searching 
for a missing shipment. Action 
adventure, starring Jean-Claude 
Van Damme, Tom Everett Scott 
and Orlando Jones. 

10.45 Film: The Shepherd. (2008) A 
border patrol agent sets out to 
stop military veterans trying to 
smuggle heroin out of Mexico into 
the US. Action thriller, starring 
Jean-Claude Van Damme and 
Scott Adkins. 

12.35 Campus PD. (R) 1.05 
SuperCasino. Live interactive gaming. 

3.10 The Gadget Show. Union J check 
out devices that could enhance festive 
celebrations. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 

4.25 Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roarvthe Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.00 Doctor Who: The 
Ultimate Guide 10.00 Family Guy 10.45 
American Dad! 11.30 Some Girls 12.00 
Sweat the Small Stuff 12.30 Life Is Toff 

I. 00 Edinburgh Comedy Fest Live 2012 
2.00 Extreme Beauty Queens: Secrets of 
South America 3.00 Some Girls 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Great War 7.40 Britain’s Wild 
Places 8.00 The Day of the Triffids 9.00 
Imagine - Rod Stewart: Can’t Stop Me 
Now 10.25 Foo Fighters: Sonic Highways 

12.25 The Story of Funk: One Nation 
Under a Groove 1.25 The Genius of Funk 

2.25 Imagine - Rod Stewart: Can’t Stop 
Me Now 3.50 Close 

ITV2 

II. 30 The X Factor 1.00 The Xtra Factor 
2.05 Blue: The Hot Desk 2.15 You’ve Been 
Framed at Christmas 3.15 Ant & Dec’s 
Christmas Show 4.30 I’m a Celebrity Get 
Me Out of Here! 5.40 Film: The Mummy 
(1999) 8.00 Scorpion 9.00 The Xtra Factor 
10.00 You’ve Been Framed! 10.30 I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here Now! 11.35 
Film: American Pie Presents Band Camp 
(2005) 1.20 Two and a Half Men 2.10 The 
Vampire Diaries 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.30 A Touch of Frost 1.35 Rosemary & 
Thyme 2.35 Agatha Christie’s Marple 

4.40 Film: Columbo: Troubled Waters 
(1975) 6.45 Inspector Morse 9.00 Lewis 
11.00 Cracker 1.10 William and Mary 
2.05 Judge Judy 3.10 ITV3 Nightscreen 

3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

11.45 Live Tennis. The Statoil Masters 
Tennis. 2.30 Cheers 3.00 Alias Smith and 
Jones 4.05 Film: Paths of Glory (1957) 6.00 
Live Tennis. The Mylan World Team Tennis 
Smash Hits. 9.00 Film: The Specialist 
(1994) 11.15 Film: Rambo III (1988) 1.20 
River Monsters 2.30 Nitro Circus 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Made in Chelsea 1.35 Melissa & 
Joey 2.00 Film: First Daughter (2004) 

4.15 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 4.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 8.00 Film: Step Up 2: The 
Streets (2008) 10.00 The Inbetweeners 

11.10 Bad Robots 11.40 How I Met Your 
Mother 12.40 Rules of Engagement 1.40 
Paternity Court 2.35 My Fair Wedding 
Film4 

11.00 Merrill’s Marauders (1962) 1.00 Rat 
Race (2001) 3.10 Passport to Pimlico 
(1949) 4.55 The Nativity Story (2006) 

6.55 Big (1988) 9.00 This Means War 
(2012) 10.55 Under Siege 2: Dark Territory 
(1995) 1.00 No (2012) 3.25 Close 



Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 


Saturday Night from £139." 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149." 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London 
for shopping and sightseeing. 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee 
performance before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. The 
Saturday Night option includes a ticket for the show to see an 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star 
outer London hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single rooms subject to availability - supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


Saturday Night Theatre from £159." 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 


Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for 
shopping and sightseeing. 


Theatre Showstopper from £229." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. 


Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel 
supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 


London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 



For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 





















FILM CHOICES 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


MONDAY 

Mistletoe Over Manhattan, Channel 5,3.30pm 

Santa Claus’s wife goes to New York to perform a 
Christmas miracle and give her husband fresh 
inspiration. She befriends a cop who is in the middle of 
a divorce and offers to become a nanny to his children. 
She then discovers he still loves his wife, and tries to 
find a way to bring them back together. Seasonal 
fantasy, starring Tricia Heifer and Greg Bryk. (2011) 

TUESDAY 

The Lookout, BBC1,11.50pm 

A teenager’s promising future is cut short when a car 
crash leaves him with brain damage that affects his 
memory. Taking a job as a janitor at a bank, he falls 
under the influence of crooks led by a former school 
friend. However, as he becomes aware of their plan to 
pull off a robbery, he makes a desperate attempt to stop 
them. Drama, with Joseph Gordon-Levitt. (2007) 

WEDNESDAY 

Rabbit Hole, BBC1,11.35pm 

A couple’s happy lives are thrown into upheaval by the 
death of their son in a road accident. As they try to keep 
their marriage from falling apart, the wife forms a 
friendship with the driver responsible for the tragedy 
while the husband immerses himself in the past and 
turns to another bereaved parent for support. Drama, 
with Nicole Kidman and Aaron Eckhart. (2010) 



THURSDAY 

It’s Christmas, Carol!, Channel 5,3.30pm 

A heartless publishing executive is hated by her staff, 
who are secretly plotting against her. At Christmas, she 
receives a visit from the ghost of her former boss, who 
takes her on a journey through her past, present and 
future to show her where her life went wrong and how 
she can put things right. Fantasy, starring Emmanuelle 
Vaugier and Carrie Fisher. (2012) 

FRIDAY 

Dead Poets Society, BBC2,11.35pm 

A charismatic English teacher at a New England prep 
school in the 1950s raises eyebrows among his 
strait-laced colleagues by encouraging the students to 
live life beyond their expectations. Unfortunately, the 
boys find their families and the rest of the teaching staff 
are not so understanding about their desire to follow 
their dreams. Drama, starring Robin Williams. (1989) 


Stars prove Variety is 
the spice of life 


I f you were around on 

November 12, 53 years ago, 
you may recall the line-up of 
the Royal Variety Performance. 

Bruce Forsyth took to the stage 
at the Prince of Wales Theatre, 
and introduced the likes of Lionel 
Blair, Morecambe and Wise, and a 
fresh-faced young woman from 
Tiger Bay who became a music 
legend. 

Shirley Bassey made her debut 
at the prestigious show, only the 
second to be televised at that 
point.Of course it wouldn’t be 
the last time she would wow the 
masses at the RVP Four years 
later she was at the London 
Palladium for another of seven 
Royal Variety Performance 
appearances. 

In 1971, she and Bruce 
returned; then Shirley was back 
again in 1976, the same year 
comedian-in-waiting Michael 
McIntyre was born. 

After an 11-year break, the 
diamante diva returned in 1987, 
by which time Ellie Goulding and 
every member of McBusted had 
made their own debut in the world. 


By 1994, Jack Whitehall, Demi 
Lovato and Ed Sheeran had 
tottered onto the stage of life, 
and Ms Bassey’s services were 
requested again, as they were in 
2000 (at the Dominion Theatre). 

In 2005, she was on home turf 
at Cardiff’s Millennium Centre, 
and now Shirley is back at the 
Palladium for one of the biggest 
events in the showbiz calendar. 
“My very first performance on The 
Royal Variety Performance was in 
1961, and with each show it just 
gets better and better,” she 
explains. “I’m excited and 
honoured to be a part of this 
year’s show and to share the 
stage with such great talent.” 

The aforementioned Mr Mclntrye 
is our host, and the line-up is the 
starriest since Bob Geldof got 
out his address book ahead of 
re-recording the Band Aid single. 

Aside from Sheeran; Goulding; 
Lovato; Bette Midler; Simply Red; 
Alfie Boe; Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo’s Inala and Collabro, 
there’s comedy from Whitehall; 
Trevor Noah; Russell Kane; Sarah 
Millican and Rod Woodward. 


Plus, the casts of Miss Saigon 
and hit cabaret La Soiree are also 
taking to the stage to entertain the 
crowd. 

Mclntrye is thrilled to be fronting 
the show again: “When The 
Queen FaceTimed me and asked 
me to host the Royal Variety 
Performance again I was utterly 
thrilled, especially when she 
told me it was to be in the 
presence of the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge, whose 
presence I have never been in 
before. “I plan on wearing the 
dress Catherine wore at the St 
Andrew’s University fashion show 
to guarantee I hold Prince 
William’s attention throughout.” 

Bette Midler is also thrilled to be 
taking part: ‘As a little girl growing 
up with dreams of being a singer, 

I never imagined I would one day 
perform for members of the Royal 
Family,” she enthuses. “It’s quite 
an honour to take the stage before 
such a distinguished audience, and 
it’s a privilege to be included in a 
long list of talented artists who have 
been a part of The Royal Variety 
Performance for over a century.” 



Shirley Bassey features, The Royal Variety Performance 2014, Monday, 
I TV, 7.30pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Jamie’s Cracking Christmas 
Channel 4,8pm 

Jamie Oliver whips up a selection of festive, easily 
prepared dishes in his own kitchen, showing 
viewers how to impress friends and family with a 
menu full of delicious treats. Recipes for some of 
the chef’s personal favourites, including beef 
Wellington, roast goose with all the trimmings, 
cocktails, steamed goose buns, and chocolate and 
marmalade panettone bread-and-butter tart, are 
certain to help keen cooks raise their Christmas 
spread to the next level. 

TUESDAY 

Kirstie’s Handmade Christmas 
Channel 4,8pm 

Is there anything Kirstie Allsopp can’t do? After all, 
this is the woman who will not only find you a 
house with plenty of period features, she could 
also give you a few pointers on how to make a 
stocking to hang over that vintage fireplace. In this 
seasonal special, she’s even got her own little 
grotto (no doubt guaranteed to increase in value) in 
the very desirable location of Blenheim Palace’s 
magical Christmas fair, where she’s joined by top 
crafters from across the UK to show us how to add 
the personal touch to this year’s celebrations. 
Kirstie will be immersing herself in some of the 


workshops available at the fair, but she’ll also be 
looking a little further afield for her inspiration as 
she heads to Norway to learn more about the 
customs that make up a Scandinavian Christmas, 
and incorporate them into her own crafty ideas. 

WEDNESDAY 

The Lost Honour of Christopher Jefferies 
I TV, 9pm 

Some actors burst onto the showbiz scene with all 
guns blazing and become overnight stars, 
burning brightly in the consciousness for 
decades. Then there are the character actors 
who beaver away, delivering terrific turns year 
after year, eventually making the masses realise 
that they are national treasures. Jason 
Watkins has fallen into the latter camp 
for some time now. Now the much-in- 
demand thespian takes on one of the 
most demanding roles of his career, as 
Christopher Jefferies, the man caught 
up in the 2010 disappearance of 
Joanna Yeates in Bristol. A retired 
teacher, Jefferies’ life was turned on its 
head when his tenant Joanna 
disappeared without a trace just before 
Christmas, but as the investigation 
gathered pace, he found 
himself at the forefront of it - 


as the police’s prime suspect. Ben Caplan, Shaun 
Parkes and Peter Polycarpou star alongside 
Watkins in what’s bound to be hard-hitting viewing. 

THURSDAY 
BBC Music Awards 
BBC1, 8pm 

Chris Evans and Fearne Cotton host the 
inaugural BBC Music Awards, broadcast 
live across BBC One, Radio 1 and 
Radio 2 from London’s Earls Court. An 
array of British and international 
singers and bands come together to 
I celebrate the past year in music, and 
there could be a few surprising 

collaborations. Performers 
, confirmed so far include Ed 
Sheeran, Paloma Faith, 
Take That, Coldplay, 
George Ezra, Labrinth, 
Ella Henderson, Calvin 
Harris and 
pop-classical fusion 
quartet Clean Bandit - 
and not forgetting a 
certain boy band going 
by the name of One 
■ Direction. During 
I the evening, three 



awards will be presented - British Artist of the Year, 
International Artist of the Year and Song of the Year 
- and while the first two are chosen by a panel of 
music journalists, the last one is voted for by 
members of the public. Also being broadcast on 
Radio 1 and Radio 2. 

FRIDAY 

A Night in with Oily Murs 
I TV, 9pm 

Five years ago, we had no idea who Oily Murs was. 
He’d just returned to the UK after backpacking in 
Australia, and was about to audition for The X 
Factor for the third time - his first two attempts 
came to nothing. But it was a case of third time 
lucky, because Oily was suddenly in the limelight, 
and was the eventual runner-up to Joe McElderry. 
Since then, his laidback charm has won him an 
army of fans, and he recently released a new 
album entitled Never Been Better. Oily’s success 
has also led to him being a one-off musical 
extravaganza, which features performances of his 
best-known hits, including Dear Darlin’, Heart Skips 
a Beat and his latest single, Wrapped Up, as well 
as a few surprises moments involving his celebrity 
friends. “I am so excited about doing my first TV 
special,” says Oily. ‘The show will be great fun, 
packed with off the wall comic segments, surprises 
and, of course, music.” 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Bison 4 ^ 

Loft Ladders \s 

Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 


Over 5,800 installations to date! 


i 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 


Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 


Freephone 0800 389 1281 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £55 - SATELLITE £65 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 


Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 

Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 303 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com Jk 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm /«5afe 

Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 





S£3uMCI[=IC!L5£EI 


^ ★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 
★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
^ ★MOTS ★FREE WINTER CHECK ★RECOVERY ★ 

★ ★ EXHAUSTS ★ DIAGNOSTICS A 

★ 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


Are You Ready? 


Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
you shall be saved. 

He says: Come to Me, all you who labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

(Matt.:ll:28) 

For more, Call: 07903 180985 or 07949 559924 
Visit: Forever Living Christ Ministries Int., 

11-13 Walsall Street, West Bromwich B70 7NX 
Email: services@flcm.org.uk www.flcm.org.uk 

Service: 11.00am Sundays 


ciothmg Sandwell Snooker Centre 

377 Bearwood Road, Smethwick, B66 4DL 

Christmas __ __ _ _ 

Gifts for the TABLE TOP 



Ladies Designer 
Handbags From 
£14.99 
Ladies Scarves 
From £4.99 

DATE: 6th December TIME: Sellers: 9am Buyers:10am 


TO RESERVE A TABLE PLEASE Refreshments Available: 
CONTACT DENISE 07946101668 Tea & Coffee 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd I 


SALE NOW ON 

ALL AREAS COVERED... ALL AREAS COVERED... 



MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 


•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock •Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 

Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


D.S. FLOORING 

Carpets & Vinyl 
01215204200 
07756 578028 



Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 


01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


23 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 4, 2014 




























































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 4, 2014 


24 


BRAIN GYM No.302 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Most important 
community should 
provide some inter¬ 
est (7) 

7. See 3 Down. 

9. What the leaders 
of amateur college 
theatres do (3) 

10. Side-blow (5-4) 

12. Foremen accuse 
the deck-labourers 
(6-5) 

15. Does it give an im¬ 
age of the French 
horse? (6-5) 

17. This may vary ac¬ 
cording to the wave 
formation (4,5) 
19&20Dn. Impose 
a ban in favour of 
bridge call? (6) 

21 . See 22 Across. 

22 & 21 Ac. Search in 
boat for leguminous 
food (7,5) 


Down 

1 &14Dn. Deceptive 
expressions be¬ 
come slogans (5-7) 

2&18Dn. Primitive 
material for covering 
the bare facts! (3-4) 

3 & 7Ac. Passable 
investment is the 
result of equitable 
distribution (4,5) 

4. Give reasons for 
theatrical legal 
proceedings? (4,5) 

5. A dangerous missile 
when it gets out of 
hand (7) 

8. A dandy also (2,4) 

11. Vocalise about the 
French winter, feel¬ 
ing the cold (9) 

13. Show some con¬ 
nection about a 
confused tale (6) 

14. See 1 Down 

16. He gives the Span¬ 
iard an alternative 
(5) 

18. See 2 Down. 

20. See 19 Across. 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

6. Continue (7) 

7. Cold dish (5) 

9. Charge (3) 

10. Instruct (9) 

12. Dogged (11) 

15. Apathetic (11) 

17. Designer (9) 

19. Attempt (3) 

21. Young bullock (5) 

22. Punishment (7) 


Down 

1. Command (5) 

2. Perform (3) 

3. Eager (4) 

4. Assembly (9) 

5. Display (7) 

8. Argent (6) 

11. Charmed (9) 

13. Protection (6) 

14. Falsehood (7) 
16. Angry (5) 

18. Gang (4) 

20. Uncooked (3) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 

7 | 6 | 9 | 5 | 3 | 4 | i i rrr 

_2__8_J__6_J7__9__3__5__4_ 

534182697 
327845961 
91 8763245 

IT ^ IT IT IT ~3~ 

8171 3 Tiririr i 2 

4 5 6 " 2~1 8 ~ 7 3 9 

T1T1T ~3~ IT ^ X1T1T 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 No time to spare; 8 Hard¬ 
ship; 9 Oxen; 10 Divest; 12 Spruce; 14 Indoor; 

16 Repeal; 18 Etna; 20 Achilles; 22 Reign of 
terror. Down: 1 Donation; 2 Riddle; 3 Mesh; 4 
Composer; 5 Uproar; 6 Tree; 11 Toreador; 13 
Chaperon; 15 Orange; 17 Paltry; 19 Then; 21 
Hath. 

QUICK - Across: 7 Expeditiously; 8 Sediment; 

9 Tank; 10 Pile-up; 12 Thrash; 14 Brawny; 16 
Resume; 18 Grab; 20 Inherent; 22 Foolhardi¬ 
ness. Down: 1 Exterior; 2 Desire; 3 Dire; 4 Dicta¬ 
tor; 5 Muster; 6 Plan; 11 Physical; 13 Sameness; 
15 Wobble; 17 Strong; 19 Room; 21 Hide. 


Quiz 



What is the orbital period of Halleyfs 
Comet? 

What do the letters PS stand for? 
Which football team plays at Goodison 
Park? 

Who wrote The Naked Lunch? 

Which actress starred in The Good Life 
and Rosemary & Thyme? 


6. Who wrote the play The Doll’s House in 
1879? 

7. In which country is Montego Bay? 

8. Which former Chancellor of the 
Exchequer’s middle name is Winston? 

9. King Juan Carlos’s wife is the daughter 
of which country’s former king? 

10. Of which county is Rutland now a part? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz:1 Judy Garland and Vincente Minnelli; 
2 Genoa; 3 Carbon; 4 Bluebird; 5 Arctic; 6 
Nautilus; 7 Stanley Matthews; 8 Trombone; 
9 Finches; 10 Henry Irving. 

Niner: PARBOILED 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


36821 gives a flower, 

8289 gives another flower, 

7854 gives a fruit. 
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STOP PAIN... 


..With our specialist 
in Acupuncture, 
Acupressure, 
Cupping & Ear 
Candle 



We can help if you 

• Suffer with pains in neck, shoulder, 
elbow, lower back & knee 

• Suffer with pain or arthritis, 
trapped nervous, soft tissue injury 
& sciatica 

• Suffer with pain from swollen 
joints after operations such as hip 
replacement and knee replacement 

• Suffer with overweight 


We can also help 

• Infertile couples to get pregnant 
with a high success rate through 
acupuncture and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving egg 
quality and sperm count prior to 
IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are not sure of, 
visit us for a confidential consultation 
or telephone for an appointment 


UK Registered Open 10.30 - 5.30 

20 Years Monday - Saturday 


Experience 


10B Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 

0121 585 9393 



pa uldubberl ey www.pauldubberley.co.uk 

_ the estate aaent WWW.pauldubbeHey.tV 


WednesburyOI2l 222 1301 | Tipton 0121 222 2304 | West Bromwich 0121 222 1307 
Willenhall 01902 505971 I Walsall 01922 460781 I Lettings 0121 222 1308 I Bilston 01902 505974 




suppl iersof/allytypesof petJ food) 

ALL TYPES OF CAGES FOR PARROTS & BIRDS 

Y PIGEON PRODUCTS Y GRIT 

Y CORN >4 FISH >4 BUDGIES 

Y RABBITS Y CANARIES 

IF Wl DON'T STOCK IT WE Will GET IT! 

Unit 1A, 175 Rolfe Street, Smethwick B66 2AS 

TEL: 0121 565 1187 

MOB: 07813 692 275 


Smetkwick 


















































































































0121 200 1100 

brutonknowles.co.uk 


DIX Bruton 
D1V Knowles 



Full of charm 
and character 

A SUBSTANTIAL and beautifully presented 
Victorian three-bedroomed semi-detached 
house in Chetwynd Road, Wolverhampton 
has considerable charm and character. 

It is for sale through Jackson Lile & Close at 
£199,950 with no chain. 

It has a porch, reception hall, an attractive lounge with 
a period open fireplace, a breakfast room/morning room, a 
kitchen with Shaker-style units, electric oven, electric hob, 
utility and open lobby. There is a basement sitting room/ 
study/cinema room, galleried landing, three bedrooms, de¬ 
luxe bathroom. 

Outside is a large garage and workshop, side gate 
and garden and brick garden store. For further in¬ 
formation contact Jackson Lile & Close on 01902 
712812 or visit www.jacksonlileandclose.co.uk 


Detached residence is 
on fringe of the city 



A SUPERBLY appointed de¬ 
tached residence in Bellen- 
croft Gardens, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, is on the fringe of the 
city. 

It is for sale through Rees Page 
at £219,950. 

It has a reception hall, lounge with 
a feature fireplace, dining room with 
doors out to the rear, kitchen with s 
blue LED mood lighting, floor tiling 
with under floor heating, centre is¬ 
land unit and a pantry, garage and 
WC. There are three bedrooms and a 
recently re-fitted bathroom. 

Contact Rees Page on 01902 577799 
or visit www.reespage.net 



For sale on behalf of 



Residential Development Opportunity 
Prouds Lane, Bilston WV14 6PW 



• Residential development preferred 

• Edge of town centre location 

• Site area 1 hectare (2.47 acres) 

Contact: matthew.kitson@brutonknowles.co.uk 


BK code:2164 

0121 200 1100 OIZ 

brutonknowles.co.uk 

Bruton 

Knowles 


On the instructions of the Joint Fixed Charge Receivers 

For Sale - Freehold Warehouse 
1 Queen Street, Walsall WS2 9NT 


• Approx. 504 sq m 
(5,434 sq ft) 

• A warehouse unit with 
ancillary offices 

• Guide Price £200,000 

Contact: paul.blennerhassett@brutonknowles.co.uk 


BK code:2644 



S KITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Successfully letting homes across 
the West Midlands & Staffordshire 
for over 35 years 




Tipton 

Watery Lane 

•Three bed detached house 
•Quiet cul-de-sac location 
•Central heating & double 
glazing 

•Landscaped gardens 
•Fitted breakfast kitchen 



Wednesbury 
Booth Road 


•Two bed semi 

• Fitted kitchen with 
appliances 

• Double glazed 


•Gas centrally heated 
•Qff road parking 
• Rear garden 



Tipton 

Factory Road 
•Two bed end •ORP 

terraced •Bathroom with bath 

• Conservatory and electric shower 

• Fully fitted kitchen •Rear garden 



Call us now for a FREE 
Rental Valuation 

Call us on 

0121 520 2255 

(option 2) 



Tipton 

Sannders Crescent 

•Two bed ground floor 

• Fitted kitchen 

• Family bathroom 

• Off road parking 

• Double glazing 
•Available immediately 


tenantsTI 


OUR APPLICATION FEES 
ARE ONLY 


£ 180 '" 


Tipton 

Wynn Griffith Drive 
•One bedroom semi •GCH and DG 
•Ideal for young •Fully fitted breakfast 

families or working kitchen 

professionals •Bathroom with shower 


Tipton 

Ferguson Drive 
•One bed apartment •Bathroom with bath/ 

• Unfurnished shower facilities 

• Fully fitted kitchen •Popular development 
•Allocated parking •Available immediately 


Sedgley 
Bilston Street 

•Spacious one bed first floor 
maisonette 

•Luxurious bathroom with 
shower 

•Fully fitted kitchen 
•Spacious lounge 


I 


FOR UP TO THREE APPLICANTS 
£50.00 PER ADDITIONAL 
APPLICANT 


INCLUDES: 

- Credit Checks - 
Inventory - First Lease 


A SECURITY DEPOSIT 
EQUIVALENT TO SIX WEEKS 
OF THE RENT IS REQUIRED 


homes2let@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 (option2) 


wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 
wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 
willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 
bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 


greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 
bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 
wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 
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Cottons I 



PROPERTY_ 

imposing five-bed 
Victorian property 


Thursday 4th December 2014 

I lam 

to be held at Aston Villa Football Club 


0121 247 2233 

auctions@cottons.co.uk 

wwwxottonsxo.uk 
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THIS imposing 

five-bedroomed 
Victorian semi-de¬ 
tached residence in 
Coalway Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton has 
spacious and versa¬ 
tile accommodation 
combined with a host 
of charming charac¬ 
ter features. 

It is for sale through 
Nick Tart at £340,000. 

Having been sympa¬ 
thetically re-styled, it 
has a drawing room with 
a Victorian-style fire¬ 
place, bay window and 
polished floorboards. 

There is a separate sit¬ 
ting room with feature 
fireplace, open plan din¬ 
ing kitchen with French 
doors out to a patio. 

An impressive stair¬ 
case leads to a galleried 
landing, bathroom, four 
first floor bedrooms, sec¬ 
ond floor bedroom five, 
secure gated parking, 
driveway, garage and 
garden. 

For further informa¬ 
tion contact the estate 
agent Nick Tart on 
01902 755585 or visit the 
website www.nicktart. 
com 



EXGWODD AUCTION 


RESIDENTIAL AUCTION HOUSE 
OF THE YEAR 2014 


11th December 2014 


129 Lots 


at Aston Villa Football Ground 



To include properties on behalf of: 



Plus properties on behalf 
of Receivers/Administrators 

Vacant Residential Properties 


Residential Investment Properties 
Vacant Commercial Properties 
Commercial Investment Properties 
Land/Development Opportunities 


ENTRIES NOW INVITED FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION 



25 Rutland Road, Bearwood 

3 Bedroom Mid Terraced property in Need 
of Modernisation 


Guide: £72,000-£76,000 



28 Pennyhill Lane, West Bromwich 

3 Bedroom Semi Detached Property 

Guide: £50,000 plus 



270 Tat Bank Road, Oldbury 

2 Bedroom Mid Terraced Property 

Guide: £68,000-£72,000 



10 Edgar Court, Great Barr 

Residential Investment Property 
Current Gross Income: £6,000 pa 

Guide: £65,000 



15 Brett Street, West Bromwich 

3 Bedroom Semi Detached Property 

Guide: £49,000 - £54,000 



2 Trafalgar Court, Tividale 

Residential Investment Property 
Current Gross Income: £4,680 pa 

Guide: £25,000 - £30,000 


T: 0121 233 5046 W: cpbigwood.com ^ @CPBigwood 

*Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price on some lots *For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve price please refer to our catalogue or website 
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Taylors 


the property professionals 


Halrtowcn Brarwood Bri«trlr) Hill A: Stonrbririgp 

0121 550 3978 0121 434 4345 01384 265265 Sedtfey ard Kingswinford 



OLDBURY, Castle Road West 


Spacious 2 bed bungalow set within this popular 
neighbourhood, requiring modernisation but offering potential 
and comprising Porch, spacious lounge, inner hall, kitchen, 
rear vestibule/useful store, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom, off 
road parking and pleasant good sized rear garden. NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. EPC D. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Offers in the Region Of £154,950 



WARLEY WOODS AREA, Warley Croft 


Spacious, delightfully presented 4 BED extended semi detached 
in a pleasant cul-de-sac position, convenient for Warley Woods/ 
Golf course, having gas radiator heating, double glazing and 
comprising Porch, delightful lounge, sitting room, super re¬ 
fitted kitchen (with integrated appliances), Dining area, utility, 
downstairs w.c, 4 good sized bedrooms (master having superb 
EN-SUITE BATHROOM), attractive house bathroom, garage and 
pleasant rear garden. Epc D. BEARWOOD OFFICE 

Offers in the Region Of £329,500 



SMETHWICK, Hales Lane 


Delightfully presented, spacious, 3 bed semi detached 
conveniently situated, having gas radiator heating, double glaing 
and comprising :- Porch, entrance vestibule, delightful lounge, 
re-fitted kitchen, attractive conservatory, rear vestibule area (with 
downstairs w.c off), 3 bedrooms, bathroom, off road parking and 
pleasant good sized rear garden. EPC D. BEARWOOD OFFICE. 



BEARWOOD, Park Road 


Well presented, spacious, 2 bed mid terrace within this popular 
neighbourhood, convenient for Bearwood town centre, having 
gas radiator heating and comprising :- Entrance vestibule, dining 
room, attractive lounge, kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, spacious 
bathroom and pleasant good sized rear garden. NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. EPC E. BEARWOOD OFFICE 



BEARWOOD, Galton Road 


Deceptively spacious, 3 bed mid terrace within this popular 
neighbourhood, convenient for Bearwood Town Centre, 
requiring modernisation but offering potential and comprising 
:- Entrance hall, spacious through lounge/dining area, inner hall, 
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, and rear garden. NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC E. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Offers around £129,950 



OLDBURY, Conway Avenue 


A SPACIOUS, DELIGHTFULLY PRESENTED, 3 bed traditional style 
semi detached, occupying a pleasant CUL-DE-SAC position within 
this POPULAR neighbourhood, having gas radiator heating, 
double glazing and comprising :- Entrance hall, delightful lounge, 
spacious re-fitted dining kitchen, utility, 3 good sized bedrooms, 
re-fitted bathroom, off road parking and pleasant rear garden. 
EPC D. BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Offers in the Region Of £159,950 



SMETHWICK, Cheshire Road 

Deceptively spacious, 3 bed mid terraced property conveniently 
situated, having gas radiator heating, majority double glazing 
and comprising :- Entrance hall, lounge, dining/sitting room, 
kitchen, downstairs bathroom, 3 bedrooms, additional w.c 
(off landing) and rear garden. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC D. 
BEARWOOD OFFICE. 


£114,950 



OLDBURY, Mushroom Hall Raod 


Deceptively spacious, well presented, 3 bed mid terrace 
conveniently situated, having double glazing, majority radiator 
heating and comprising :- Entrance vestibule, attractive lounge, 
breakfast kitchen, 3 bedrooms, super re-fitted bathroom, and 
pleasant good sized rear garden. VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC D. 
BEARWOOD OFFICE 


Offers in the Region Of £104,500 


Offers around £139,950 Offers around £139,950 



Suffolk Close, Oldbury, Oldbury 


A spacious, delightfully presented and considerably improved 3 BED DETACHED occupying a pleasant cul-de-sac 
position, having gas radiator heating, double glazing and comprising :- Entrance hall (with downstairs w.c off), 
delightful lounge, separate dining room, attractive fitted kitchen (having integral oven/hob), conservatory, 3 
bedrooms (all with fitted wardrobes), re-fitted shower room, off road parking, garage and pleasant rear garden. 
VIEWING ESSENTIAL. EPC C. BEARWOOD OFFICE. 


Offers in the Region Of £194,950 


www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 


TOM GILES 

Oldbury 

Sr CO 

0121 552 6171 


[1J 


WYVERN CLOSE 

Modern detached family residence comprising 
reception hall, lounge, dining room, kitchen, 
cloakroom, four bedrooms, airing cupboard, 
ensuite shower and family bathroom. Garage 
and parking. Lawned rear garden. EPC Rating D 
Offers in the region of £219,950 


OLDBURY 


FAIRWAY ROAD 

A refurbished mid terraced house refurbished in last 
12 months. Entrance hall, side entrance, lounge, dining 
kitchen, three bedrooms, bathroom, separate toilet, 
central heating, double glazing,f ront garden with off 
road parking and rear garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN. 
EPC Rating C 

Offers in the region of £124,950 


LEAHOUSE GARDENS 

Detached family residence in need of general 
updating and decoration. Reception hall, 
cloakroom, kitchen, dining room, lounge, four 
bedrooms, ensuite shower, family bathroom, 
PC Rating " 

‘ 1,951 


arage,parking, rear garden. EPC 

Offers in the region of £214,9 


OLDBURY 
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rm 
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MOAT ROAD 

Spacious mid terraced property in need of 
some improvement. Front sitting room, inner 
lobby, rear sitting room, rear lobby, kitchen, 
bathroom, three bedrooms. Large rear garden, 
central heating, double glazing. EPC Rating F 
\ Offers in the region of £89,950 


VICTORIA PARK ROAD 

A modern semi detached property comprising hall 
entrance W.C. off, 2 reception rooms, kitchen.Stairs to 
six bedrooms on two floors, house bathrom and shower 
room, central heating, double glazing, off road parking, 
garage to side, front and rear gardens. EPC Rating C 


V ^Offersintheregionj>f £214,950 


WEST BROMWICH 


PRINCES GATE 

A first floor flat 

entrance, staircase -_ — - - a , 

metal entrance door to reception hall, lounge, kitchen, 
2 bedrooms, bathroom, electric heating and double 
glazing, allocated car parking space. EPC Rating C 


it comprising communal entry phone 
:ase extending to first floor landing, 


Offers in the region of £84,950 


SANDFIELDS ROAD 

Traditional detached family residence in need of 
improvement and updating comprising porch, entrance 
hall, lounge, dining room, kitchen, three bedrooms, 
shower room. Off road parking to front and detached 
garage at rear. Established gardens to front and rear. 
EPC Rating D 

Offers in the region of £149,950 


OLDBURY 


MATTY ROAD 

Traditional end terraced house in need of general 
updating and decoration. Entrance hall, through lounge/ 
dining room, kitchen, understairs store cupboard, three 
bedrooms, bathroom, separate toilet, airing cupboard 
and store cupboard. Block paved driveway and rear 
garden. EPC Rating E 

Offers in the region of £124,950 


OLDBURY 


ROMSLEY ROAD 

Offering scope lor further extension subject to planning, a semi¬ 
detached situated in a popular residential location providing 
good sized family accommodation warranting internal 
inspection. Comprising hall, lounge, dining room, kitchen 
stairs to three bedrooms, and bathroom. Central heating and 
double glazing, off road parking and garden EPC Rating D 

Offers in the region of £124,950 


KELLNER GARDENS 

First floor flat built approximately 8 years ago by 
Taylor Wimpey. Communal entrance, vestibule, 
entrance hall, airing cupboard, bathroom, two 
bedrooms, lounge, kitchen. Communal gardens 
and allocated parking EPC Rating C 

Offers in the region of £79,950 


Properties urgently needed 
for sale or let. 






TIPTON 


HOLCROFT STREET 

Well presented spacious flush fronted terraced 
property. Double glazing and gas central 
heating to entrance hall, dining room, lounge, 
kitchen, downstairs toilet, two bedrooms, 
bathroom. Rear garden. EPC Rating D 
v Offers in excess of £76,000 


OLDBURY 


SUMMERTON ROAD 

"Chepstow" style first floor flat being an ideal first time 
purchase or investment opportunity comprising Communal 
entrance and stairs to first floor landing. Double glazing 
and night storage heating to entrance hall, bathroom, two 
bedrooms, lounge, dining area, kitchen area. Allocated 
parking and communal gardens. EPC Rating C 
Price; £75,000 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


114 Farm Road, OLDBURY, B68 8RA 

We are acting in the sale of the above property 
and have received an offer of £67,000. Any 
interested parties must submit any higher 
offers in writing to the selling agent before an 
exchange of contracts takes place. EPC Rating E 


OLDBURY 


VICARAGE ROAD 

A compact three bedroomed modern mid town house 
situated in a convenient location. Hall entrance, 
downstairs W.C.. kitchen, lounge, three bedrooms, 
bathroom centra) heating, double glazing, enclosed 
rear garden, communal parking to rear. EPC Rating C 

£560 pem 


fiiJfe 


J +* 


rightmove.xu 


tomgiles.net 
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0121 420 4646 
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45 LIGHTWOODS ROAD, BEARWOOD 


IFreehold semi-detached property 

• PRIME LOCATION close to Warley woods 
•Virtually PVC double glazed throughout 
•Three bedrooms and bathroom 

|Hall, through lounge/dining room & kitchen 

• Downstairs cloakroom 

• Neatly laid out gardens to front and rear 

• Garage approached via Galton Road 

• Providing an ideal family home 
•VIEWING TO BE APPRECIATED 

• ENERGY RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £199,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


13 ABBEY CRESCENT, OLDBURY 


• Double fronted freehold semi-detached 

• Beautifully presented 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION A MUST 
•Gas centrally heated & PVC double glazed 
•Three bedrooms & bathroom to first floor 
•Spacious lounge with feature fireplace 

• Refitted kitchen/breakfast room 
•Good size conservatory 

• Neatly laid out garden to the rear 

• Front off-street parking for two cars 

• ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £179,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



68 FLEMING ROAD, QUINTON 


|Gas centrally heated & PVC double 
glazed 

|Three bedrooms and fully tiled bathroom 
ISpacious lounge and kitchen/breakfast 
room 

|Easy access to Birmingham city centre 
jin need of some cosmetic improvement 
IENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON 114,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


252 MONTAGUE ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Modern semi-detached property 
•Easy access to Birmingham city centre 
|Gas centrally heated 
jpvc double glazed 
•Three bedrooms and bathroom 
•Downstairs cloakroom 
•Spacious lounge/dining room and kitchen 
le rear 

0 ON £159,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



196 MERRIVALE ROAD, BEARWOOD 


ISuperbly improved 
terraced villa 
•Recently 
refurbished to high 
standard 
•Two double 
bedrooms 
•Attractive 
bathroom with bath 
& individual shower 
•Two living rooms 
and fully refitted 
kitchen 

•Gas centrally 
heated and double 

•Replastered, 
rewired, new 
carpets and floor 
coverings, plus 
brand new kitchen 
and bathroom 
• INSPECTION 
ABSOLUTELY 
ESSENTIAL 
•ENERGY 
RATING : G 

ON £134,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



242 PARK ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Substantial 
and spaciously 
planned 
•Three 
bedrooms & 
bathroom to first 
floor 

•Hall, two living 
rooms and 
kitchen 

•Mostly double 
glazed & 
centrally heated 
•Excellent day- 
to-day amenities 
•In need 
of general 
upgrading 


OFFERS BASED ON £149,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



50 SALOP ROAD, OLDBURY 


•Quiet cul-de-sac location 
•Virtually PVC double glazed 
throughout 

•Gas centrally heated 
•Three bedrooms and bathroom 
•Lounge and kitchen/breakfast room 
•Off-street parking for two/three cars 
•IN NEED OF IMPROVEMENT 
•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £97,500 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


27 ELM CROFT, OLDBURY 


|Gas centrally heated 

jvirtually PVC double glazed throughout 

|Three bedrooms and bathroom 

• Hall, study, dining room and lounge 

• L shaped kitchen/breakfast room 
|Additional study area/potential utility room 
•Off-street parking for two cars 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

OFFERS BASED ON £189,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



40 UPPER MEADOW ROAD, QUINTON 


• 3 bedrooms 

• Gas centrally heated 

• PVC double glazed 

• Downstairs W.C. 

• Cosmetic improvement 


Viewing Bearwood Offici 


3,316 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON 


|First floor one bedroomed flat 
•Easy access to Birmingham city centre 
•Centrally heated 
•Communal gardens 
•Ideal for FTBs or investors 
•ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £92,750 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



17 edit*ona! value 
modern tecnai^uea 


Derek Spires 

ESTATE AGENTS 



PUBLIC AUCTION 

AT 

THIMBLEMILL RECREATION & 
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 
THIMBLEMILL ROAD, SMETHWICK. B67 6NR 
ON 

MONDAY 8th DECEMBER 2014 @ 6.30PM 


Lot 1: 

58 TALBOT ROAD, BEARWOOD. B66 4DT 

Freehold double glazed and centrally heated 

2 bedroomed terrace, in need of cosmetic 

improvement. £ 85 - 90,000 

Lot 2: 

10 KINGSLEIGH ROAD, HANDSWORTH. B20 3UG 

Freehold centrally heated and double glazed end 
town house needing modernisation.... £ 100 - 120,000 

Lot 3: 

78 ASHTREE ROAD, TIVIDALE. B69 2HH 

Freehold centrally heated and double glazed 

3 bedroomed semi-detached, needing further 

improvement.£ circa 90,000 

Lot 4: 

24 WESTBOURNE ROAD, HANDSWORTH. B21 8AT 

Freehold end terraced property with 2 bedrooms, 
being in need of improvement.£ 65 - 70,000 

Lot 5: 

160 GREAT ARTHUR STREET, SMETHWICK. B66 1DG 

Freehold centrally heated 3 bedroomed mid-terrace, 
in need of refurbishment.£ 60 - 70,000 

Lot 6: 

1 MOUNT PLEASANT, 

LANGLEY CRESCENT, OLDBURY. B68 8RE 

Freehold centrally heated and double glazed 

2 bedroomed mid-terrace, in need of refurbishment 

.£ 60-70,000 


Lot 7: 

65 ETHEL STREET, BEARWOOD. B67 5AJ 

Freehold 2 bedroomed terrace, needing further 
improvement .£ 75 - 80,000 



60 LINDEN ROAD, BEARWOOD 


|Mid-terraced 
property 
jEasy access to 
Birmingham city 
centre 
| Gas central 
heating and part 
PVC double 
glazing 
|Three 
bedrooms 
|Two reception 
rooms 

| Breakfast room 
and kitchen 
|In need of 
refurbishment 
•ENERGY 
RATING : F 


OFFERS BASED ON £107,500 


Viewings Bearwood Office 



PARK RETREAT, SMETHWICK 

• Freehold end 
terraced property 
•Gas centrally 
heated and PVC 
double glazed 
•Two bedrooms 
& attic room/ 
occasional 
bedroom 3 
•Hall with 
original minton 
tiled floor 
•Lounge, dining 
room and 
kitchen 

• Ideal FTBs 

OFFERS BASED ON £99,500 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


2 j urn! 


5 PERRY COURT, OLDBURY 


•Ground floor warden controlled flat 
•Electric storage heating 
•Double glazing 
•Spacious lounge and kitchen 
•Two bedrooms and shower room 
•INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

•Designated for over 60s (55+ with a disability) 
OFFERS BASED ON £94,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


17 MARRIOT ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Gas centrally heated & PVC double 
glazed 

•Two bedrooms and bathroom to first floor 
•Lounge and open plan kitchen/breakfast 
room 

•Conservatory 
•Gardens to front and rear 
•Ideal FTBs 

OFFERS BASED ON £97,000 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



77 GALTON ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Close to Lightwoods Park and Warley 
Woods 

|Gas centrally heated & PVC double glazed 
•Three bedrooms and bathroom to first floor 
•Hall, through lounge/dining room and 
kitchen 

•An ideal family home 
•ENERGY RATING : E 
OFFERS BASED ON £175,000 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


97 DUFTON ROAD, QUINTON 




.Two double 
I bedrooms and 
| bathroom 
•Hall, two 
I reception 
I rooms kitchen 
I and utility 
.Downstairs 
| W.C. 

• In need of 
I cosmetic 
1 improvement 
•ENERGY 
IRATING : E 
OFFERS BASED ON £99,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


IFreehold semi-detached corner residence 
|Gas centrally heated 
|Three bedrooms 

|Lounge, kitchen and fully tiled bathroom 
|ln need of cosmetic improvement 
IENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £90,000 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


6 UPPER ST. MARYS ROAD, 



ightwoods Park 
centrally heated 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


LANDLORDS 

QUALITY TENANTS 
WAITING TO RENT 


We are desperate 
for your property 

Contact Steven Baker 
0121 429 9200 
for immediate action 


Derek Spires Estate Agents 
602 Bearwood Road, 
Bearwood. B66 4BW 


www.derekspiresandco.com 






























































































































BBartrams 


TEL 0121 601 9370 
www.bartrams.com 


MALVERN CLOSE, B71 1PP ■ POMMEL CLOSE, WS5 4QE 



• A Detached Property 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Central Heating & Double Glazed 

• Open Plan Lounge 

. EPC RATING C, Freehold 

£229,000 


CRANKHALL LANE, WS10 0DY 


• An End Terraced Property 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Central Heating 
. EPC RATING E 

£99,950 


DAWES AVENUE, B70 7LS 


» An End Terraced Property 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Central Heating & Double Glazed 

• Front & Rear Gardens 

. EPC RATING C, Freehold 

£109,950 


ST. MICHAELS COURT, B70 8ET 


i|! II il 


• A Modern First Floor Apartment 

• Two Bedrooms 

» Central Heating 

• Excellent Location For Town Centre 

• EPC Rating C, Leasehold 

£105,000 







» A Ground Floor Flat 
• Two Bedrooms 

» Central Heating, Double Glazed 


► Conservatory 

► EPC RATING C 

► Leasehold 


£79,950 


WHITTINGTON CLOSE, B71 3EX 


11*1 * *' ?gTT T 1 m 


HEATH LANE, B71 2BW 


D W 



• A Terraced Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Central Heating & Double 


Glazed 

• Vacant Possession And Freehold 

• EPC RATING C 


99,000 



* A Detached Property 
»Three Bedrooms 

» Extended 

* Through Lounge 

. EPC RATING E, Freehold 
£209,950 


SHERIDAN STREET, B71 4EF 


BASSETT ROAD, WS10 OHH 


CARISBROOKE ROAD, WS10 OHZ ■ WHITEGREAVE STREET, B70 9BB ■ EMILY STREET, B70 8LH 



• A Mid Terrace Property 

• Two/Three Bed roomed 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Downstairs Shower Room 
. EPC RATING F, Freehold 

£99,950 



• A Mid Terraced Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Majority Double Glazing 

• Central Heating 

. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
£94,950 


»i gupPa 


> A Terraced Property 

> Three Bedrooms 

> Large Conservatory 

> Central Heating, Double Glazed 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 

£109,950 



> A Semi Detached Property 
»Three Bedrooms 

> Double Glazing & Central Heating 

> Off Road Parking & Rear Garden 
. EPC RATING F 

£114,950 



» A Mid Terrace Property 
»Two Bedrooms 

* Central heating & Double Glazed 

* Rear Garden 

. EPC RATING E, Freehold 

£92,950 


BBartrams 

Landlords Urgently Required! 

For Your Free Property Valuation 
Contact Our Office Today! 

T: 0121 601 9370 E: enquiriesig'bartrams.com 



VICARAGE ROAD, B71 1AE 




* A Mid Terraced Property 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Central Heating 

* Downstairs W.C 

. EPC RATING C, Freehold 
£127,000 



WESTMORE WAY, WS10 OTR ■ CHARLEMONT ROAD, B71 3HU ■ RICHARD WILLIAMS ROAD, WS10 ■ HOLLYHEDGE ROAD, B71 3AH 


• A Three Storey Terraced Property 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Loft Conversion 

. EPC RATING D, Freehold 
£139,950 



• A Link Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Conservatory 

• Double Glazed & Central Heating 
. EPC RATING D, Freehold 

£155,000 


f^l-i |c | 


.Hill 1H- 


> A Detached Property 

> Three Bedrooms 

> Lounge & Dining Room 

> Conservatory 

. EPC RATING B, Freehold 
£199,950 



» A Semi Detached Property 
» Three Bedrooms 

» Central Heating And Double Glazed 
» Freehold 
, EPC RATING D 

£109,950 



* A Semi Detached Property 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Central Heating 

»Two Reception Rooms 
. EPC RATING C, Freehold 
£154,950 


Bartrams Sales and Lettings Limited 

132 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3HP 


E-mail :enquires@bartrams. com 


Property 




BY AUCTION 

Unless previously sold, let or 
withdrawn 

For further improvement/repair 

3 Bed Link-detatched property 

Whitworth Drive, 

West Bromwich B71 

Guide Price £90,000+ 

07850 563639 
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Get an MOT for 
just £2.42 

If your Vauxhall is over 2 years old, you can join our 
MasterFit Service Club for free. 

You'll receive a members'discount of 50% off MOTs 
and a voucher for an extra £25 off, so you can 
claim your next MOT for just £2.42 


M»«t«rf it Lius 





_ $ i. 

Join us for FREE at service@sandwellvauxhall.com 

Terms & Conditions Apply 

Sandwell Garages Ltd 


Spon Lane 
West Bromwich 

West Midlands _ _ _ ___ _ 

B70 6AR 0121 553 7693 

www.sandwellvauxhall.com 


VAUXHAU 


DRIVETIME 



Fuel on motorways a rip-off 


Supermarket petrol prices 
may have fallen but drivers 
feel they are being ripped off 
by motorway services fuel 
tariffs, according to a new 
RAC survey. 

Research from the motoring organ¬ 
isation showed that petrol and diesel 
prices at motorway service stations 
can be as much as lOp higher than 
those elsewhere. 

Of 1,463 motorists polled, 74 per 
cent reckoned motorway prices were 
“very expensive” with 26 per cent re¬ 
fusing to buy fuel at motorway stops. 


As many as 63 per cent said pric¬ 
es should be capped so fuel was no 
more expensive on motorways than at 
non-motorway forecourts. 

More than a quarter (27 per cent) 
would be happy with fuel being 
capped at just a few pence over the 
non-motorway price, and only 10 per 
cent believed nothing needed to be 
done. 

Also, 44 per cent said they only 
bought fuel at motorway services 
when they had no other choice. Al¬ 
most 20 per cent admitted to putting in 
“just enough fuel to get by” at motor¬ 
way services and finding a cheaper al¬ 


ternative later. In addition, 76 per cent 
said service stations should display 
the price of their fuel before drivers 
pulled off the motorway so they knew 
what they would have to fork out. 

RAC fuel spokesman Simon Wil¬ 
liams said: “It’s no wonder that mo¬ 
torists feel held to ransom with prices 
on the motorways inflated to such an 
extent. 

“We can see no reason why mo¬ 
torway fuel should be so much more 
expensive. In fact, arguably it is much 
easier from a delivery point of view 
than it is getting fuel to urban filling 
stations.” 


3 CORSA SAVERS 


3 AMAZING DEALS ON VAUXHALL CORSAS 


VAUXHALL CORSA 
EXCITE 1.216V 3DR A/C 


CORSA LIMITED EDITION 
1.3 CDTi 3DR 


99 





VAUXHALL CORSAVX-R 
1.6i TURBO 192PS3DR 



NEARLY 




ON SELECTED MODELS 




Specification includes: Mobile phone system with Bluetooth 

• 16” alloy wheels • Front fog lights • Graphic information display 

• CD/MP3 CD player/USB/aux-in socket/stereo radio (CD40) 


Pre-reg’d, delivery mileage. Body kit • 17-inch alloy wheels 

• Body-colour, front lower spoiler, side sills and rear spoiler 

• Front fog lights • Air conditioning • Cruise control 


Specification includes: Air conditioning* Cruise control* CD/MP3 
CD player/aux-in/stereo radio (CD 30 MP3) • Recaro shell-backed 
sports front seats • VXR front fog lights with alloy-effect surround 


£8995=. E12995SL £2291! 


SAVE 
£3170 
OFF RRP 


PER 

•MONTH 


ON PERSONAL CONTRACT HIRE 


Initial payment of9 months rental(£2,065.93) followed by 35 monthly payments 
£229.55.6,000 miles perannum. Excess mileage charge 3.81 p/5.53p+VAT 


HURRY - ATTHESE PRICES, THEY’LL BE GOING, GOING, GONE 


Dudley Motor Company 
Trindle Road 
01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


Halesowen Motor House 
Dudley Road 
0121 462 2916 

www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Amblecote 

01384 447970 

www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


T Wall Garage 

Kingswinford 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Lowest: Vauxhall Corsa 3 Door Hatchback 1.2i 85PS 16v Excite A/C with 14”, 15” and 16” wheels, M5: Urban: 39.2 (7.2), Extra-urban: 62.8 (4.5), Combined: 51.4 (5.5). 
C0 2 emissions: 129g/km. Highest: Vauxhall Corsa 3 dr Hatchback 1.6i 16V192PS VXR Turbo (A/C) with 17” wheels, M6: Urban: 28.8 (9.8), Extra-urban: 47.9 (5.9), Combined: 38.7 (7.3). C0 2 emissions: 172g/km 

Availableat participating retailers only Conditional Sale. Offers available on orders or registrations made by 31st December 2014 Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Picture for illustration purposes only. *All quotations are subject to credit approval. Vauxhall Leasing 
reserves the right to amend quotations in the event of changes to manufacturer prices, interest rates and volume related bonus. Vauxhall Leasing reserve the right to amend quotations in the event of any change to VAT/RFL or any other statutory charges or taxes which may become appropriate from time to time. The Excess PPM (price per mile) figures represent the price up to 9,999 miles followed 
by the price over 9,999 miles. ALD Automotive Ltd., trading as Vauxhall Leasing, Oakwood Park, Lodge Ca 
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An electric 
heart for 
Kia’s Soul 

By David Banner 


With the arrival this month of the Soul EV, 
Kia becomes one of only a handful of auto 
manufacturers offering a battery-electric car 
for sale in the UK. There is just one highly 
equipped model, priced at £24,995 after the 
government’s £5,000 Plug-in Car Grant. 

The Soul EV is the result of almost 30 years of re¬ 
search and development by Kia into the feasibility of 
electric cars. Now, with battery technology having 
reached a mature stage and emissions-based taxa¬ 
tion providing an incentive for consumers to ‘go elec¬ 
tric’, the time is right for the Soul EV. All those years of 
research have endowed the Soul EV with a range of 
up to 132 miles on a single charge. 

Owners have the option of recharging the batteries from a 
standard domestic socket, via the Kia-branded wallbox sup¬ 
plied as standard with the Soul EV or at a public fast charger, 
or through a public rapid charger. 

The Soul EV has afun-to-drive character. Its electric motor 
develops 81.4 kilowatts - the equivalent of 109bhp in a com¬ 
bustion-engined model - with 285 Nm of torque available 
immediately upon drive-away. This makes the Soul EV par¬ 
ticularly brisk in the kind of stop-start urban driving where 
it is designed to operate. It is also extremely smooth and 
silent - so quiet that it is fitted with a Virtual Engine Sound 
system at low speeds in both forward and reverse gears to 
alert pedestrians and cyclists that it is in the vicinity. 

The Soul EV has a top speed of 90mph and can acceler¬ 
ate from 0-60mph in 10.8 seconds, so it is perfectly capable 
of keeping pace with the flow of urban traffic. Of greater rele¬ 
vance, it accelerates on the move, cruises and tackles gradi¬ 
ents with minimal power usage, which all contribute towards 
its long range. It can climb slopes of up to one-in-three. 

To help the driver maximise the car’s range, the Soul EV 
has two different performance levels - DRIVE and BRAKE 
- both of which can additionally be operated in ECO mode 
as a further means of extending the car’s range. The driv¬ 
er is therefore able to vary the recharging effect of the re¬ 
generative braking system and the performance of the car 
according to the requirements at any particular time. A 3.5- 
inch OLED (Organic Light Emitting Diode) information clus¬ 
ter monitors the driver’s energy efficiency and displays the 
energy flow, battery level, charging time and the selected 
settings for the air conditioning system. 

Outwardly 

The Soul EV has an intelligent heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning (HVAC) system which includes a heat pump 
to recycle air that has already been heated or cooled within 
the cabin. 

Outwardly, the only obvious differences between the Soul 
EV and the models powered by internal combustion engines 
are the front end devoid of a radiator grille, the absence of a 
fuel filler flap and the unique rear light clusters. Fresh, funky, 
original and bold, the Soul EV - like its combustion-engined 
counterparts - has its roots in the Track’ster concept from 
the 2012 Chicago Auto Show. 

Standard features include an eight-inch touch-screen with 
European mapping, traffic messaging channel, reversing 
camera and charging point locator; automatic air condition¬ 
ing with the driver-only function; heated front seats; a smart 
key with a motor start-stop button; projection headlights 
with LED daytime running lamps; front foglamps; privacy 
glass on the rear windows and tailgate; 16-inch lightweight 
alloy wheels with super-low-rolling-resistance tyres; two 
charge points and the Heat Pump system. The car is also 
supplied with the wallbox charger and Virtual Engine Sound. 

Also included in the standard specification are cruise 
control with a speed limiter, an electronic parking brake, 
front and rear electric windows, electrically folding adjusta¬ 
ble heated door mirrors with LED indicators, solar glass for 
the windscreen and front windows, automatic light control 
with a follow-me-home function, LED rear combination and 
high-mounted brake lights, a 3.5-inch OLED supervision in¬ 
strument cluster with specific EV information display, a trip 
computer, front speaker mood lights, driver’s seat height 
adjustment, a heated steering wheel, front and rear parking 
sensors and a luggage cargo screen plus retaining net. 

In-car entertainment includes a DAB RDS radio with MP3 
compatibility, steering wheel-mounted controls, USB and 
AUX ports and Bluetooth with voice recognition and music 
streaming. Safety is taken care of by anti-lock brakes with 
emergency brake assist, electronic stability control, vehicle 
stability management, hill-start assist, emergency stop sig¬ 
nalling, a tyre pressure monitoring system and six airbags. 

The Soul EV is covered by Kia’s seven-year/100,000-mile 
warranty, which includes all labour and parts except those 
subject to normal wear and tear. The warranty is transferable 
if the car is sold before the time/mileage limit expires. 

It is available with Kia’s Care-3 servicing package, which 
covers the cost of all routine maintenance - including parts 
and labour - for three years, at a cost of £199. Like the 
warranty, this can be transferred to any subsequent owner 
should the car be sold before the expiry date. 
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...a one-private owner, low mileage, 

3 year old Vauxhall, which we 
have serviced and cared for, 
from new? 

...well look no further, 
we have a fantastic selection 
- all with 12 months Network Q 
Vauxhall backed warranty. 



Mileages from as little as 2000 miles 


VAUXHALL NETWORK Q USED CARS 


Choice of petrol or diesel, manual or 
automatic, hatchback, estate and mpv. 


' QUALITY USED CARS ••• 


VAUXHALL AGILA 

2011/61 Agila 1.2 SE 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 16000 miles. £8500 

2011/61 Agila 1.2 SE 5dr Hatch, Lemon Grass, 14360 miles. £6000 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 

2011/61 Astra 1.4 SRi 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 15560 miles. £9700 

2012/12 Astra 1.4 SRi Turbo 5dr Hatch, Flame Red, 35305 miles. £9000 

2014/14 Astra 1.6 CDTi SRi exoFLEX S/S 5dr Hatch, Flip Chip Silver, 8443 m . £14000 

2011/61 Astra 1.6 Elite 5dr Hatch, Sovereign Silver, 6807 miles. £10000 

2011/61 Astra 1.6 Exclusiv 5dr Estate, Sovereign Silver, 22749 miles. £8300 

2011/61 Astra 1.6 Exclusiv 5dr Estate, Silky Shadow, 30866 miles. £7500 

2014/14 Astra 1.6 SE 5dr Hatch, Carbon Flash, 12594 miles. £11000 

2013/13 Astra 1.6 SE 5dr Hatch, Flame Red, 25823 miles. £9500 

2011/61 Astra 1.6 SE 5dr Hatch, Silver Lake, 11882 miles. £8700 

2010/10 Astra 1.6 SE 5dr Hatch, Star Silver, 27309 miles. £7500 

2013/63 Astra 1.7 CDTi SE ecoFLEX S/S 5dr Hatch, Cabon Flash, 12238 m. £ 12500 

2012/62 Astra 1.7 CDTi Sport GTC S/S 3dr Hatch, Olympic White, 12466 m... £ 12000 

2011/11 Astra 1.7 CDTi SRi 5dr Hatch, Power Red, 16000 miles. £9000 

2014/63 Astra 1.7 Elite 99co2 5dr Hatch, Power Red, 5202 miles. £14500 

2011/11 Astra 2.0 CDTi SE 5dr Estate, Carbon Flash, 25632 miles. £10000 

2011/11 Astra 2.0 CDTi SE 5dr Hatch, Technical Grey, 45317 miles. £8700 

2012/62 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Start/Stop 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 5434 m. £13500 


2011/61 Astra 2.0 CDTi SRi Start/Stop 5dr Hatch, Technical Grey, 16067 m. £9000 

VAUXHALL CORSA 

2011 /61 Corsa 1.2 CDTi Ltd Edition ecoFLEX 3dr Hatch, Flame Red, 39896 m ..£7500 

2013/63 Corsa 1.2 Energy 3dr Hatch, Olympic White, 2841 miles. £8500 

2013/13 Corsa 1.2 Energy 3dr Hatch, Olympic White, 6580 miles. £7700 

2011/61 Corsa 1.2 Excite 5dr Hatch, Lime Green, 19342 miles. £7000 

2011/61 Corsa 1.2 Excite AC 3dr Hatch, Pepper Dust, 20609 miles. £6500 

2013/13 Corsa 1.2 Limited Edition 3dr Hatch, Flame Red, 18000 miles. £9000 

2012/62 Corsa 1.2 Limited Edition 3dr Hatch, Flame Red, 18046 miles. £9000 

2011/61 Corsa 1.2 SE 5dr Hatch, Silver Lake, 12525 miles. £7000 

2012/62 Corsa 1.2 SXi 3dr Hatch, Silver Lake, 8887 miles. £7200 

2012/62 Corsa 1.2 SXi 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 10986 miles. £7500 

2012/62 Corsa 1.3 CDTi ecoFLEX Active A/C 5dr Hatch, W/world Blue, 40000 m £7700 

2012/12 Corsa 1.4 Active A/C 5dr Hatch, Tehnical Grey, 32658 miles. £7300 

2012/12 Corsa 1.4 Active A/C 5dr Hatch, Carbon Flash, 14473 miles. £6800 

2011/61 Corsa 1.4 Excite Hatch, Technical Grey, 30100 miles. £6500 


VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 

2009/09 Insignia 1.8 Exclusiv 5dr Hatch, Silver Lightning, 32822 miles. £7000 

2011/11 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SE 5dr Hatch, Panacotta, 24708 miles. £10000 

2011/61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 23000 miles. £11500 

2011/11 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi 5dr Hatch, Carbon Flash, 38000 miles. £10000 

2011/61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Nav 5dr Hatch, Carbon Flash, 28000 miles. £11500 

2011/11 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Nav 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 13500 miles.... £11200 
2011/61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Nav 5dr Hatch, Olympic White, 20849 miles.... £10500 
2011/61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Nav 5dr Hatch, Panacotta, 32278 miles. £10000 

VAUXHALL MERIVA 

2011/61 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv MPV, Oriental Blue, 5707 miles. £8500 

2011/11 Meriva 1.4 SE 5dr MPV, Sovereign Silver, 9450 miles. £8500 

2011/11 Meriva 1.4 SE 5dr MPV, Carbon Flash, 30422 miles. £8000 

2012/62 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo 5dr MPV, Silver Lake, 8124 miles. £9000 

2011/11 Meriva 1.4 Turbo SE 5dr MPV, Waterworld Blue, 20384 miles. £7700 

2011 /61 Meriva 1.7 CDTi Exclusiv 5dr MPV, Silver Lake, 18727 miles. £9000 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 

2011/60 Zafira 1.6 Exclusiv 5dr MPV, Waterworld Blue, 29000 miles. £7500 

2011 /61 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Elite ecoFLEX 5dr MPV, Olympic White, 43444 m £10000 

2011/61 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Elite ecoFLEX 5dr MPV, Sovereign Silver, 32231 m. £9500 

2011/61 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Elite ecoFLEX 5dr MPV, Power Red, 27174 miles. £9300 

2012/62 Zafira 1.7 CDTi Excite ecoFLEX 5dr MPV, Waterworld Blue, 13016 m. £10000 

2011/61 Zafira 1.8 Design 5dr MPV, Carbon Flash, 22800 miles. £9700 

2011/60 Zafira 1.8 Exclusiv 5dr MPV, Sovereign Silver, 40361 miles. £6700 

2013/63 Zafira 2.0 CDTi SRi Tourer S/S 5dr MPV, Carbon Flash, 11000 miles.. £17000 

OTHER MAKES 

2013/62 Chevrolet Aveo 1.3 VCDi LTZ 5dr Hatch, Borcay Blue, 11015 miles. £8500 

2011/11 Chevrolet Cruze 1.6 LS 4dr Saloon, Moroccan Blue, 30000 miles. £5700 

2011/61 Chevrolet Cruze 1.6 LT 5dr Hatch, Grey, 23453 miles. £7000 

2011/61 Chevrolet Orlando 2.0 VCDi LT 5dr MPV, Velvet Red, 24000 miles. £9500 

2011/11 Chevrolet Orlando 2.0 VCDi LT 5dr MPV, Pewter Grey, 26139 miles. £8700 

2012/62 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3dr Hatch, Sunset Red, 7941 miles. £8300 

2011/11 Smart Fortwo 1.0 Passion Sat Nav 2dr Coupe, Deep Black, 27000 m ..£5600 
2010/59 Toyota Auris 1.6 SR V-Matic 5dr Hatch, Island Blue, 22000 miles. £8000 



BRINDLEY VAUXHALL WEDNESBURY 0121 696 4765 

57 Bridge Street, WednesburyWSIOOAH www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 

Also at: Main A5, Cannock WS11 1 SH Tel. 01543 406745 


A Free Fuel offer not available on Zafira, Corsa Excite and New Corsa models, other terms, conditions and exclusions apply. £500 inc. VAT Free Fuel will be paid via pre-paid debit card. Purchase only, cannot be used to withdraw cash. Refer to www.vauxhall. 
co.uk/weekend or contact your local Retailer for details. Participating Retailers only. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24. All other customers are excluded. Offer available on orders between 14 and 17 November 
2014, which are then registered by 31 December 2014. #Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. 

Part of the Brindley Garages Group - keeping the West Midlands motoring since 1931. We are licensed credit brokers. 
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New i20 has 
full package 
with prices 
from £10,695 

By David Banner 



- MASTERFIT SERVICE CLUB - 

50 % 

OFF MOTs 

•S VauxhallTrained Technicians 
S Genuine Vauxhall Parts 
S Up to 25% off Servicing & Repairs 


ASK ABOUT OUR 


GREAT VALUE 

FIXED-PRICE 

REPAIRS 

<§ 0 § 


Shock Absorbers 


FIXED-PRICE 

SERVICING 


FROM ONLY 


£129 


WINTER 

SAFETY CHECK 


JUST 



To keep your Vauxhall ticking over nicely S 


PREPARE FOR THE UNPREDICTABLE 


MdSterFit Brindley Wednesbury 


www.masterfit.co.uk 


57 Bridge Street 
Wednesbury 
West Midlands 
WS10 0AH 


0121 696 4765 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


S3 


VAUXHALL 


Terms and conditions apply. Goto www.masterfit.co.uk for full details. At participating Retailers only. A Clutch repair excludes fly-wheel replacements. The Safety Check is a visual vehicle inspection only. Any recommendations made are 
not legally binding and the vehicle driver remains responsible for the roadworthiness of his/her vehicle, and for any related offence. General Motors UK Limited t/a Vauxhall reserves the right to modify the terms of this promotion at 
Vauxhall s discretion at any time. Every effort has been made to ensure the contents of this publication were accurate at the time of going to print. Offer ends 31 December 2014. 


Sporting a sophisticated new design, gener¬ 
ous levels of equipment and segment firsts, 
including a striking full panoramic sunroof, 
Hyundai Motor UK has revealed pricing and 
specification details for the New Generation 
i20. 

The latest product designed, engineered and built 
in Europe, the i20 range will be priced from £10,695 
on-the-road when it enters showrooms in January 
2015. 

Available in five trim levels, the new generation i20 pro¬ 
vides B-segment customers with exceptional levels of equip¬ 
ment. Kicking off the range is i20 S, priced from £10,695, 
featuring a high standard specification including electric 
front windows, remote central locking, tinted windows and 
RDS radio with USB. 

Supplementing this attractive package, the S Air benefits 
from the addition of manual air conditioning, while the eco¬ 
nomical S Blue adds Intelligent Stop and Go (ISG) and low 
rolling resistance tyres. 

Both i20 S and i20 S Air are paired with a 1.2 litre 75ps 
‘Kappa’ petrol engine, while S Blue is powered by a 1.1-litre 
CFtDi 75ps diesel engine. 

The volume selling i20 SE model gains numerous ad¬ 
ditions including 16” alloy wheels, voice activated Blue¬ 
tooth®, cruise control with speed limiter, front fog lights, 
lane departure warning system, rear electric windows and 
reversing sensors among many other features - prices start 
from £12,725. 

Power comes from a choice of 1.2 litre 84ps or 1.4-litre 
10Ops petrol engines or 1.1 -litre 75ps or 1.4-litre 90ps diesel 
engines. 

Customers opting for the Premium model benefit from 
even more high-end features including smartphone dock¬ 
ing station, automatic dimming rearview mirror, automatic 
headlights and wipers, Climate control, cornering lights, 
LED daytime running lights and LED rear lights, projection 
headlamps and privacy glass. 

Panoramic 

The Premium SE tops the range with equipment that in¬ 
cludes front parking sensors, heated front seats and steer¬ 
ing wheel and opening panoramic glass sunroof. 

Premium and Premium SE models share their power- 
trains with SE models, with the exception of the 1.1-litre 
75ps diesel which is not offered in the higher trims. 

Longer, lower and wider than the outgoing model, the 
new generation i20 introduces a sophisticated design with 
elegant lines and refined details. The longer bonnet, short 
rear overhang and floating roof effect combined with LED 
running lights and LED rear light clusters give the car a dy¬ 
namic presence on the road. 

Inside, the i20 has class leading interior space thanks to 
a 45mm increase in the wheel base. The driver orientated 
cockpit is simple and intuitive while a range of interior col¬ 
ours create a bright and spacious ambiance. Boot space is 
among the best in the segment from 326 litres. 

A first-in-class panoramic opening glass sunroof allows 
light to pour into the cabin while heated front seats, heated 
steering wheel and climate control help ensure comfort for 
the driver and passengers alike. 

Features including automatic folding door mirrors, a vari¬ 
able boot floor and generous interior storage provide occu¬ 
pants with exceptional levels of practicality and versatility. 

Smartphone users will immediately feel at home with the 
new Smartphone docking station acting as a centrepiece 
on the all-new dashboard. Compatible with iPhone 5, 5s, 6 
and a range of Samsung Galaxy devices, the smartphone 
docking station allows i20 customers to use their powerful 
pocket devices for navigation and entertainment. Voice acti¬ 
vated Bluetooth, including My Music functionality which can 
store and play up to 1GB of music, USB/iPod and auxiliary 
audio-in connectivity further enhance entertainment capa¬ 
bilities. 

An optional in-built touch screen navigation system will 
be available as a factory fit which includes the addition of a 
rear-view camera. 

The new model makes extensive use of ultra high Strength 
stee, increasing rigidity by 64 per cent for improved han¬ 
dling and a refined driving character. The extensive use of 
high density sound absorption materials significantly im¬ 
proves NVH inside the cabin to deliver a modern premium 
experience for occupants. 

There are six airbags, hill start assist control, ABS, ESR 
VSM, emergency stop signal, tyre pressure monitoring and 
other safety features are all standard. 

When combined with driver orientated features such as 
lane departure warning, front and rear parking sensors, 
cruise control with speed limiter and static cornering lights, 
the new i20 delivers premium levels of occupant safety usu¬ 
ally found in cars the class above. 















ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


When you need us 
we’ll be there 

• Pre-paid funeral plans and free legal advice 

• Quality funerals starting from £1,375* 

The co-operative funeralcare 

Central England Co-operative 


359 High Street, 

West Bromwich 


| 24-26 Birmingham Street, 

Oldbury 

0121 647 5432 I 0121 647 5433 V |§r 

www.centralengland.coop/funeralcare *pius disbursements 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


funeral services 


ST MARTS 


& 


Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 
or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg. charity number: 503456 


lost & found 


LOST—neutered small black 
fluffy cat, missing since Novem¬ 
ber 17, Brownshore Lane, Ess- 
ington. 07885 728805. 


Family 


SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+ , SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


Acorn / Brooks 
Straight Stairlifts 
Wanted 

Call: 07967 003600 


>ught 

Oct 2013. Will accept £450. 
01922 416359. 


07846 326801 - NHS reg. 

GOGO MOBILITY scooter with 
cover, used 10 times, £250 ono. 
01785 241955. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackneath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


TAG HEUER aqua racer, automatic, 
boxed, papers and spare link, 5 
years old, very good condition £950 
ono. 0121 520 6534. 


Leisure 

Time 


SCOTT REFLEX 10 MOUNTAIN 
BIKE hard tail, as new, unwanted 
gift. £250 ono. 

01543 468597. 


Christmas Indoor Boot Sale. 

Saturday 6th December 

Walsall FC Supporters Club 

Bescot Crescent, WS14TS 
Sellers 9am /Buyers Warn 

Entry 50p/Tables £5 & £7.50 

Call: 01922 621179 to book 


INDOOR CAR BOOT SALE. This 
Sunday 12 noon-2pm. Brook St 
Community Centre, Tipton DY4 
9DD. 07958 684716. 



STATIC CARAVAN 6 berth, Brean 
Downs, opposite sea, sale due to 
bereavement, £6,000. Details 
07910 689895. 

BBEB 

Fall caravans] 

: WANTED : 

• Any Age or Condition * 

! *CA$H* I 
i *WAITING* | 

; Immediate collection J 
i Call Bob on 07787 833833: 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



UNISEX MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

All areas covered. Over 10 years 
experience. Call 07792 868474. 



CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
ST MICHAELS RC CHURCH 

High Street, West Bromwich 
Saturday, December 6th. 

11am - Admission 20p 
children free. 


Home & 
Services 


LLADRO DECEASED Estate, 3 
pieces, perfect condition, £25 each. 

01902 851559. 

ROYAL DOULTON figurines 
includes Christmas Ladies, some 
Limited Edition, with boxes. From 
£50 each. 01922 623571. 


LEATHER RECLINERS 

Direct from the factory 
Biggest Selection-Lowest Prices 



CORNER SUITE, 10 months old, 
with electric chair and chaise, 
brown faux, from Harveys, perfect 
condition, £450. 07827 920485. 

LEATHER By Design, 3 peice suite, 
neutral colour, wooden legs, good 
condition £150. 01785 840878. 

LEATHER THREE piece suite and 
footstool/pouffe, 4 matching leather 
cushions, taupe colour, as new 
condition, £1,000. 01785 215191. 


A BIG DEAL NOW ON Cookers, 
fires, autos, fridge-freezer,built in 
ovens, hobbs, tumble dryers, 
Orders taken by phone, most credit 
cards accepted Past & Present 24- 
26 Church St Bilston (opposite 
Town Hall). Call: 01902 403770 
FRIDGE FREEZER condition 
excellent, £90. Will deliver. 07810 
252 268. 


Top Soil, 

■ Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 7202/0. 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

6X5 0/LAP £15 (inc .at) 

Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BIG IN BEDS 

1/2 PRICE SALE 



Huge Choice of Mattresses: Singles 
from £29. Doubles from £49. Kings £59 
- Ottoman storage bed frames £199. 
Bunk bed frames £99.100’s of Fashion 
bed frames in metal and showood - 
Biggest Choice, Lowest Prices. 100’s of 
Sofa beds and Sofas from £199 - Suites 
from £299. Leather Sofas from £199. 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET - 
CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT 
BRIDGE RD. TIPTON DY4 7RG. 2 MINS 
FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

0121 557 6885 522 

OPEN 7 DAYS -MON-SAT 10-6. SUN 10-4. 


DELL 19INS MONITOR 

Dell keyboard, Technika 
camera, CD re-writer, HP 
printer D1660, Labtec stereo 
speakers, all in good condition 

£85 the lot. 

07970 872717. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain 
laptops and PCs. In West 
Midlands. Virus removal, 
broken screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 

Long established. 
Windows 7 laptops, 6 
month warranty £170. 
PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks‘Paintings* All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING 0LD& 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


ALL MILITARIA ITEMS from wars 
wanted by Private Collector. 
Single/full items. Very good prices 
paid. 07511 500 337. 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the 
right item. 

Call Paul on 01543 251743. 


WANTED 

Old film cameras, lenses and 
photography equipment, 
(Dark room) working / none 
working, of any age. 

Will collect, cash waiting. 
01934 876055. 07525 443866. 


WANTED: AIR RIFLES, Air Pistols 
and accessories by Collector. 
Cash waiting, Will collect. Will pay 
up to £200. Call 07973 303965. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 335 899. 





alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


blinds 


j 


AB-BI!nds 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


builders 


C & M BUILDERS All types of build¬ 
ing work. Extentions, Plastering, 
etc. 07473 135856, 07463 849342. 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS. Exten¬ 
sions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways. See us on ‘Rated 
People’. Call 01902 579592/07837 
994465 


carpet fitters 


3 suppl 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 

§ uotes call Mark 01543 
20598/07941 619694. 


items wanted 


A ^ 01384 212555 

AStO n S Towers.. 

1.1 vn—T Dudley DY1 1NB 

ALL ITEMS WANTED FOR 
AUCTION OR CASH PAID 

WE WANT - jewellery, watches, antiques, coins, 
medals, clocks, tools, ceramics, glassware, cars, 
motorbikes, quality bicycles, anything considered. 
SPECIALIST TOY & MODEL DEPT - Dinky toys, 
Model Railway, Star Wars, Barbie/Sindy, Lego etc. 

www.astonsauctioneers.co.uk 


c 


carpentry & joinery 


C W DOORS 

DOOR SUPPLIER AND FITTERS 

SPECIAL OFFERS! 

• 6 Panel white grained doors, supplied and 
fitted £54.50 each 

• 6x6 Panel pre-painted doors fully fitted for 
£375 complete with handles 

• NEW! 6x6 Panel pre-painted and plastic 
coated doors fully fitted only £405! 

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
07810122133 



carpet & upholstery 
cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589 or 0800 335 899. 


Christmas 

trees/wreaths 


mnw... 

•Nordmann Fir -Lodge Pole Pine 
•Norway Spruce and Blue Spruce 
All standing with Larch block under cc 
Netting and delivery service available " 

Sale starts 27th Nov - Open 7 Days 
Call: 0121 505 3558 
The Old Garden Centre 
Walsall Street, Wednesbury m 


driveways & ^ 

patios 

DRIVEWAYS & BLOCK PAVING 

at discount prices. Call MB Paving 
0121 5201352/07977 327715. 


fencing 



ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 01902 
606979/ 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail- 
ings.Call: 07: 


handyman 

services 


■»» HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


painters 

decorators 


rj 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

sevice by RC Decorating. Free 
competitve quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 
MFR DECORATORS. Internal/exte¬ 
rior. No job too small. Sensible 
prices. Free quotes. 07837 826372. 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Ercol and Teak 
furniture wanted 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


removals 


j 


ABIE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 


Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 


roofing 


j 


JD ROOFING 

Flat, main, chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

01902 752161 / A 
07538 118034 24 hr 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


kitchens 


tow cost nmmm 

nSH QUALITY ltnm CAUNETS AS STANDARD 
SOFT CLOSE HINGES FREE OF CHARGE 
KITCHENS FROM £499 - NEVER IEATEN ON PRICE 
FREE MEASUK AND DESIGN SERVICE 
GAU. NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 01212BS8Q03 
sravr mom jnmsikb. waiiu. nu w 
imn DTomn ikjo imn otuh sn w 


skip hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121)520 3388/07721 387990 


CHMKILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121557 3346 



GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tree services 


BUDGET TREE SURGERY, hedge 
trimming. Drive, patio & path jet 
washing. Call Adam on 07936 
882552 or 0121 5053558. 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


PEDIGREE CHIHUAHUA Puppies, 
1 boy, 1 girl. 

07952 926466. 


SMALL DOGS TAKEN IN 

From pounds, ex breeding, 
litters, family homes. 

Free collection service. 

All dogs in Family home until 
suitable homes are found. 
01922 415919. 
www.smalldogrescue.co.uk 
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"ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


Business & 
Farming 


BTC PROPERTIES 
UNITS AND OFFICES 
TO LET 


6,000 Sq Ft Yard 
High St Tipton 
1000 Sq Ft Unit Coseley 
Offices also available. 
Flexible terms 

Call 01902 497696 or 07788 591679 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 


n 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


Property 


A BETTER CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time. 
01902 628047. 


HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870341089 

WE BUY 
HOUSES 
4 CASH 

In any condition 

Call Now 
0121 629 0456 

www.midlandpropertybuyers.com 


CALL US FIRST FOR THE TOP 
PRICE for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 


07756 022973. 

FORGET THE REST We pay 100% 
of purchase price always 
0800 085 6626. 

GET THE BEST PRICE 

For your house from me now 
0121 308 7786. 

ONE AND THREE BED FLATS, 

Tipton. DSS considered. 

07961 301577 or07906878175. 

THREE BED end terraced house, 
DG CH, Essex Street Walsall, dep 
required, £51 Opm. 07939 910105. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

CRADLEY HEATH High Street, 
large one bed flat, very good condi¬ 
tion, DG. £375pcm. 0121 6838008. 


Jobs 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


TELFORD 

13-14 DEC 


DROITWICH 

13-14 DEC 


BIRMINGHAM 

21-22 FEBRUARY 


TAMWORTH 

8-9 APRIL 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEB0T0MIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 


TWO DAY ACCREDITED COURSES 


HIGH DEMAND IN HOSPITALS, 
.. „o.-„ G.P. SURGERIES, COMMUNITY, 

♦ NATIONALLY RECOGNISED private sector, military, etc. 


rri* www.geopace.com 


No previous experience or qualifications required 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


Test at our centre in West Brom 
0121 3231777 crhtraining.co.uk 
NEED TO GET THE HOURS IN? 
CPC Driver Training. Contact QSP 
to book your course 0121 5652277 




[we can buy your house in 

■800 389 6788 - 


woivernampion properties 


I CAN BEAT ANY 

FORTSE BEST PRICE ON YOUR HOME L 


Call 0800 783 2822 

• Guaranteed offer* • Any condition • Free solicitors • No fees* 



® I fi/Mr WE BUY 

k C> H ANY HOUSE 

ANY AREA 

ANY CONDITION 24-7 08000856626 

talk in confidence . Subject to ternisS conditions wwww www WWtaW 

we can hep 



* Terms apply 


Dewmcirk 

Home/ 




+SICK 

of trying to sell your house 
Call the House Doctor 
Now for the best price 



sell you house 

we are just a 
phone call away 

• Any Circumstances 

• Any condition • No fees 
Fast completion 

0800 085 2455 


pink 


No FW Any nrw* 

Any property l0ipuu«Mtc«ui atop 

Any nrwidlttnn Deittftfttd (MUtaa 

Fhn uooftdantlal 
MCtlM 


0800 
[1(69— 
1118 


I BUY ANY HOUSE 
4 CASH 
QUICK AND 
EASY 
call Alex 
0800 917 1233 
Anytime 



One phone call 

Solves all your problems 

Sell your house now 

a guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion any condition, any circumstances 



CALL PENNY for 
TOP PRICES NOW 

*Local *Honest ^Reliable 

0800 389 6788 



Its simple as that... 
you will get the 
best deal on your 
home from 
FIRST GENERAL 
HO IVIES 

0800 017 1233 


Get Up to 100% For Your House 


HP Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
HP 100% Confidential. No obligation 



SOLD 




Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* Q3QQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 

























































































ClassffiedAds 


courses 


-fc 


SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS" 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


drivers 


CLASS 1 & 2 HGV DRIVERS Clarke 
Transport have current vacancies 
for Class 1 & 2 HGV Drivers to work 
either permanent day or night shifts 
based at our busy transport depot in 
Oldbury. We are looking for experi¬ 
enced drivers for locaF multi-drop 
deliveries and collections. ADR 
licence preferable, but training may 
be provided for suitable applicants. 
Competitive salary and benefits 
offered. Please send CV by email to 
sclarke @ clarketransport.co.uk 



EXPERIENCED BRICKLAYER 

Seeks employment, all types of 
work, extensions etc. Own tools 
and transport. 07918 216 771. 



CONTINUOUS STATIONERY 
PRINTER required to operate 
Morgan 904 Press. Day shift only. 
Contact Dave Bissell or Keith Price 
at Fastforms UK Ltd., B’ham on 
0121 784 3865 or Email details to: 
enquiries@fastformsuk.com 
EXPERIENCED CUSHION FILLER 
required for upholstery manufac¬ 
turer of three piece suites based in 
Rowley Regis. £8.50 p.h. 7am- 
3.30pm Mon-Friday, overtime will 
be required when necessary. CV to: 
hayley@rainbowupholstery.co.uk 



MECHANIC/ MOT TESTER 

Minimum 10 years experience, 
wages and hours negotiable Call 
0121 565 0888. 



RGN required for a Nursing Home in 
Darlaston. 36 hours p.w. Bank 
RGN’s Also required. Contact 
Lorraine/Maxine on 0121 568 7611. 



ADMINISTRATION/Secretarial 

Co-ordinator of Medical Services, 
MOHS Workplace Health Ltd, 
West Bromwich. 34 hours pw. 
We are looking for a bright, 
motivated ana personable 
individual to join our busy 
administration team. You must be 
reliable and able to communicate at 
all levels and use your own 
initiative. We are an ambitious and 
customer focused organisation. 
Previous administration experience 
is essential. Full training will be 
provided. Email info@mdhs.co.uk 
for an application form and job 
description. Closing date: Thursday 
11 December 2014. 



PART TIME FUNERAL 
ARRANGER Required 20 hours 

P er week 1pm-5pm Monday to 
riday covering Birmingham loca¬ 
tions, own transport essential Tel 
0121 533 0241 



KITCHEN/BATHROOM 
DESIGNER. Uncapped earnings 
potential - Basic wage + commis¬ 
sion. Proven track record in sales 
required. Experience in this sector 
preferred.To apply email: 
john @ housingsuppnes.co.uk 
Please call Kerry with a price on 
0121 505 1132. 



MAZDA RX-8 

2007, 38,000 miles, black, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air con, fsh, alarm, 
long MoT, full red leather. 

£2,600. 

01543 279380. 


MERCEDES E430 1999, silver, 
74,000 genuine miles, 12 months 
MoT, FSH, lovely condition, 
£1,995. 07970 992872. 

MERCEDES SLK 200 CONVERT¬ 
IBLE, 2 seater. 2000, blue, FSH, 
MoT, low mileage. Beautiful car. 
£3,495 ono. 07847 456061. 

NISSAN MICRA SPIRIA, 2007, 
28,000 miles, black, MoT, 5 door. 
Full history, £2,950 ono. 

07710 102447. 

SKODA FABIAVRS, 12 reg., green, 
black roof, 17” black alloys, f.s.h. 
14k miles, £10,000 ono, Cannock 
07534 017951. 

VAUXHALL CORSATwinport 1.2, 
2005 rea, 8,355 miles, one owner, 
long MoT, £2,400 ono. 

01922 647278. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FIAT BRAVA 1.2, 2001, 5-dr, 
service history, two owners, long 
MoT, good condition inside and out, 
all electric, £450. 07404 612033. 



FIAT PANDA ELEGANZA 1.2 


Petrol, 04, 5-drs, blue, ABS, air 
bag, electric mirrors and 
windows, air con, FSH, alarm, 
New MoT, metallic paint, 
central locking, PAS, Alloys, 
CD, one owner, Superb. 

£1,350. 

Telephone 07724 629285. 


FORD FIESTA GHIA 1.4, 5 dr, 2000, 
lyr MoT, 76,000mls, fsh. Every 
Ghia extra. Immaculate. Must be 
seen, £700. 07466 113618. 

FORD KA 03, 1 year MoT, 
72,000mls, stereo, power steering. 
Just been serviced. Very nice Car. 
£575. 07466 305 653. 


FORD KA STREET CAR 
CONVERTIBLE 

2004, FSH, full MoT, low miles, 
EW, CL, AC, CD, absolute 
stunning car. 

£995 ono. 

07818 320817. 


HONDA ACCORD 2.0 Vtec, 76,000 
miles, petrol, automatic, FSH, very 
good condition, 6 months MoT, 
£1,400 ono. 07866 761937. 

HONDA ACCORD 2.0 VTECH, 
2000, full MoT, all electric, very 
good condition throughout, £995. 

Telephone 07850 474193. 



VW LUPO 


Motoring 




2000 105k miles 12 months 
MoT, Cat 1 alarm, Pirelli pslot 
alloys with 4 new tyres, recon 
gearbox and new clutch, 3k 
miles ago cambelt at 95 k miles 





HONDA ACCORD TOURER 

2004, Estate, 141,000 miles, 
leather, metallic, MoT, abs, 
electric windows, electric 
mirrors, air con, stereo CD, 
alarm, towbar. 

£1,695 ono. 

07463 580858. 


£1,195 ono 

07801 548182 


BMA1 


CARS UNDER £995 
2005 Motec Chevrolet 
5Dr Silver £995 

53 Hyundai Arnica 5Dr Red £950 
52 Vauxhall Astra 5Dr 
Hatch Silver 1.4 £950 
X plate Suzuki Wagoner 
5Dr Red £875 
Full MOT’S 
Open every day 

01902 490555 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 
www.bmamotors.co.uk 


ROVER 75 1 .8T Connoisseur, black, 
57k, very good condition, MoT April 
15, £1,300 ono. 07950 384014. 

ROVER 216 1999, full MoT, LPG 
conversion, good condition/runner, 
high mileage, history, last owner 11 
years, first £595. 07505 181562. 



AUSTIN 7 saloon, black, 1935, in 
good, clean running order, £6,500 
ono. 0121 552 4413. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 



01902 562853 *PI 
07977 499516 W 
07895 346811- 24hrs 



Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 


Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902493110/0121 525 5813daytime 


MCB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 



TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 5139 
0121 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


BJ CARS PAYS MORE 

www.bjcars.co.uk 

Scrap it legally, NO fines, NO comebacks. 
All scrap cars/vans wanted 

Best Prices! 
01902 498542 
01902 658792 EVE 

ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 



CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 597035 /07903 549849. 



J444 TRA on V750 assignment fee 
already paid, £400 ono. 

07866 761937. 


PERSONAL NUMBER plate on 
retention certificate. B5 DML. £200 
ono. 01543 425401. 


spares/parts 


BASTABLES CAR SPARES Batter¬ 
ies, 3 yr warrenty. Antifreeze/ 
coolant. All seasons screenwash. 
0121 5522851 /0121 5448858 


9 

Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2010 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

The application may affect the character or appearance of a conservation area. 
DC/14/57676 Mr Upkar Sandhu Bulls Head Conversion from C4 (drinking 

Innovate Lettings 18 Birmingham Street establishment) use to C2 
Oldbury (Professional services) 

B69 4DS together with new shop front 

and creation of 4 No flats. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE 

(between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. 
Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via the Council’s Public Access website 
(www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

Mr Nick Bubalo, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Church Lane, West Bromwich) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2014, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Church Lane, West Bromwich between Old Meeting Street and Brett 
Street. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed 
by 12/12/14 effective from 08/12/14. Traffic will be diverted via Church Lane, Wilford 
Road, All Saints Way, The Expressway, Old Meeting Street and vice-versa. Purpose - 
water connections to a new housing development. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Peters Street, West Bromwich) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2014, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Peters Street, West Bromwich. The maximum duration is 18 months, 
the work is expected to take the full 18 months to complete, effective from 05/01/15. 
Traffic will be diverted via New Street, Norbury Road and vice-versa. Purpose - works 
associated with a new housing development by Lovells. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Richmond Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2014, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Richmond Road, Smethwick. The maximum duration is 18 months, but 
the work is expected to be completed by 22/12/14, effective from 11/12/14. Traffic will 
be diverted via Bearwood Road, Linden Road, Merrivale Road and vice-versa. Purpose 
- work to a mobile phone mast by Vodafone. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Langley Green Level Crossing, Crosswells Road, 
Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) Order 2014, has made an Order to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along Crosswells Road, Oldbury between Western 
Road and Thompson Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is 
expected to be completed by 28/12/14 (09.00hrs) effective from 27/12/14 (23.00hrs). 
Traffic will be diverted via Western Road, Tat Bank Road, Vicarage Road and vice-versa. 
Purpose - safety works to Langley Green Level Crossing by Network Rail. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Red Lion Close, Rowley Reis) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2014, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Red Lion Close, Rowley Regis between Regent Road and Harlech Close. 
The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 
07/12/14, effective from 10/11/14. Traffic will be diverted via Red Lion Close, Regent 
Road and vice-versa. Purpose - drainage works and works to construct a new bellmouth 
by Morgan Construction for Kier Homes. 
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Personals 


IS THERE A GENT OUT 
THERE WANTING TO 
CHANGE HIS BORING 
LIFESTYLE. 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


I am looking for one middle to 
late 60’s. 

Tall, loving, caring. N/S. 

I’m same age group 5ft 9ins and 
wanting to enjoy a gent’s 
company and good 
relationship. Photo appreciated 
and returned. 

Box Number PI 9603 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

"Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 



‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 

L 



35 


ms 


mm 


■ 


Choose your show, price bund*uni how you want to travel 
Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night tram £139. 95 Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket and an overnight 
stay in a four-star outer London hotel with full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply). Includes a top price ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 


Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 



For a theatre brochure please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Bathrooms & Kitchens 



^■KitGhenS|& E?ath rjojo ^rs /XM 
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Builders 


PARADE 
■■■ BUILDING 
SERVICES 

We specialise in: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Plastering, Alterations, Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Roofing, Drawing Service Available 




For Free No Obligation Quote call Adrian 

0121 556 5806 - 07050 804087 


Blinds & Curtains 



WHY USE US? WE OFFER 


3 Verted Blinds for £89 Fitted ° Free Measurement 


3 Roller Binds for £129 Fitted 
20% off all Romans 


° Free Quotes 
° Free FitSng 
° Fast Local. Service with 


50% off on Wood Venetians 

BOOK YOUR FREE QUOTE 
0800 9078631 
0121 285 5155 
Text 07707435964 


appointments to suit you 


Qyi en Bum 


VIEW OUR FULL RANGE AT www.queenblinds.co.uk 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Roman -Curtains 
-Vertical -Awnings 
-Roller -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient Shut¬ 
ters and outdoor awnings! 

- 40% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902 500204 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 



Carpets 


able BROMLEY CARPETS/BEDS 

& FURNITURE/RUGS/VINYLS & LAMINATES 

|—-1 WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

& 



DISABLED? OAP? CAN’T GET OUT? OR ANYONE WHO JUST NEEDS EXTRA HELP! 


! WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take away old carpets 
‘FREE OF CHARGE’ 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 

GUARANTEED FITTING FOR CHRISTMAS 



80/20 Wool Twists 


Was £22 sq yd 
Now Only 

C8.99 sqyd 


Special Offer only 6 left. 
Double memory beds plus 
free matching headboard 

RRP £799 Now only £250 


Wiltons 

From Only 

£8.99 sqyd 




www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


Bleach cleanable carpets 

from 


Mega Ceep 
Saxony 

£12.99sq mt. 


Luxury 
Supreme 
Double bed 
RRP £899 - — 

£360 


OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 
Keirnon Bromley 0121 5303633 
FREEPHONE 0800 0853747 
Adrian Bromley 01902880541 


West Bromwich/Oldbury/Great Barr/Smethwick SUNDAYS 

10-3 
PM 


UP TO 

75% OFF 



WE ARE 
I HERE | 

We will beat your warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 
BIG Superstores Burtnn Rnad, Gnrnal DY 13 TD 




CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 

Friendly Service 

For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 270 1998 
07816817744 




Fencing to Decking 
All carpentry work undertaken 

uma 


Aerials 




LUKE’S local AERIALS 

Sandwell 

0121 445 1382 

Luke’s Mobile: 07864 5905 

NEW DIGITAL AERIAL + MAST + CABLE £69 
DIGITAL AERIAL + CABLE to any room £59 
NEW CABLE £39 REMOVE AERIAL £29 
REPAIRS £39 TUNING £25 
.SATELLITE DISH Fitted £69 DISH REPAIRS £39. 
Av' DIGITAL AERIAL To 2 Rooms JUST £80 ^ 
^ 3 Rooms JUST £100 4 Rooms JUST £120 ^ 


Appliance Repairs 


PdD Domestic 

Specialising in repairs of washing 
machines, dishwashers, gas & electric 
cookers, hobs, microwaves, fridge 
freezers and cooker hoods etc. 



0121 532 5965/ 
07825 148338 

pddomestics@hotmail.co.uk 



Driveways 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 




M&B PAINTING 
& DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


RC Decorating 

Professional Painting and 
Decorating Services 


4 PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING service by 
RC DECORATING. 

FREE V 
competitive ^ 
quotes: 

07773 025 880 

richard.crump@hotmail.co.uiri 

www.rQdecorating.co.uk 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 



Ring Tony or Julie on 


0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 



MBCj electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 

Home rewiring from £800 


For a high quality 
local service call: 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 



mbelectric. < 



Fencing 
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Local Specialists 
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Garage Doors 


Locksmiths 


Plastering 


Specialists 



L M S 
GARAGE DOOg§ 


All types of doprs 
supplied and fitted 


Fast low cost, sar 
day repairs^ 


For a free survey ana] 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18701 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 



C JL Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 
^ ^ ^yy^JUi Quality rendering and terrolining. 


BROMLEY CARPETS’ 


07538 718264 


Property Maintenance 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 

Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified ^ 30 + YEARS EXPERIENCE 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Ex British Gas 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 



Sandwell 


Leaf Collection 
Grass cutting 
Hedge cutting 
Weeding / pruning 
/fence painting 
Patio jet washing service 
All aspects of gardening 



FREE QUOTATIONS 


^Sitt'caii 07908012267 





LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And 
Specialist Machine Rendering 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ Plus Much More.... 
CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

lltllttilJlilJiliMliIJIUKJililil^'ltltllUihUJilltliJIJtlilllililiMIIJyj 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



• Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 
Floorlaying Specialists 


§ Massive range of samples straight to your door 
• Choose At Home Service 


0 Bromley Carpets promise not to overcharge you for 
carpet or flooring 


0 And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and removing 
old carpets and waste 


0 FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 


• Unfortunately, due to overwhelming demand for 
carpet fitting, laminate flooring and contract work, 
we are unable to offer a dedicated carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service at this time. 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) * Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 
. ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
^+ Plumbing / emergencies 
k Building work 


Central Heating 
and Gas work ^ 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 945 
Ol 21 557 5959 


All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 



Locksmiths 


COMFORT Plumbing & Heating 

• Over 25 years experience 

• Install, service and repair all central heating systems ^ 

• All gas and plumbing work undertaken • No job too small 

• All work guaranteed • FREE written quotes 

Telephone: 0 121-531 0277 Mobile: 07973 940002 1 

comfortplumbingheating@gmail.co.uk Jk 
7tfww.comfortplumbingandheating.co.uk 

. - • « ‘.Ml 


vlockRite 

T lacal lacfcsmNii * 
Security Sendees 



Steve Smith Gas Sen/ices 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


Lock outs. Lost Keys, Broken Locks / ■■■ ■ 
emergency lock A door opefwtg 2 4 
uPVC tprcuAd 1"°°" 

Key Cutting oo s*tc 
flrrtnh Standard irvumrur* 

<pprclex** 

Double GUsn( Unit Repairs 


HI CALI 


3 


1 CHECKED, 




• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


0121 

1 564 0049 

ZJ, - 





OUSEHOLD- 

. U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

(OAm All installations and repairs 
'UT™ e Supply and fit or fit only ~-J- 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

V Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
\—www.household-plumbing.co.uk —^ 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


0121556 9888. 


TffDWiTTJ 


WINDOWS & DOORS 


Put your Trust in Steve...Looking after Clients for 15 years 



J L GAS & PLUMBING SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 
Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 


0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 


West Bromwich 




Call us on... 

01902 319577 




E-mail us at... 

sonu.bennings@expressandstar.co.uk 




Post to... 

Sonu Bennings, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 




Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 4, 2014 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Florimania 


Afternoon Tea at the 
Houses of Parliament 


Four days departing May 21 



at Hampton Court Palace 



PRICE FROM 


£299 


Here is a unique opportunity to experience 
afternoon tea at the Palace of Westminster, in 
the elegant surroundings of the Terrace 
Pavilion overlooking the River Thames. 

Prior to the afternoon tea being served, a Blue Badge 
guide will lead a tour at the Houses of Parliament through 
the House of Lords and House of Commons. 

Highlights will include Westminster Hall, which is a 
magnificent building and the oldest part of the estate; the 
Robing Room, a lavish room used by Her Majesty the 
Queen to don her royal attire before the opening of the Houses of Parliament, and the Lord’s Chamber - the most 
lavishly decorated room in the Palace of Westminster. The spectacular Royal Gallery and Princes Chamber along 
with several other areas are also part of the tour. 


Afterwards take a seat in the Terrace Pavillion in the 
House of Commons for a table service afternoon tea. 
This includes a tempting seasonal menu of savouries 
and sweets created by Parliament’s chefs plus a 
selection of loose teas or freshly brewed coffee. 

Visits to Kenwood House to explore the house and 
grounds; Kensington Palace, the current London home 
of Prince William, the Duchess of Cambridge and baby 
Prince George, plus a trip to the Royal Air Force 
Museum London, are also on the itinerary. 


INFO -- 

• Return coach travel 

• AftermnnT half t° ard accommodation 
Housed Commons Terrace ^a^ 1 ' 00 of the 

’ Msi'ts e toKpn 0f tha J ouses of Parliament 

and S? A S°° d H ° USe ' K6nSin9ton Pala00 

Visit to the Royal Air Force Museum London 
apples 00 ™ SUbj6Ct t0 availabilit y - supplement 

Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Two days departing March 14 


PRICE FROM 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Entrance to Hampton Court Palace and gardens 
for Florimania 

• Visit to Windsor 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 

London Theatre 
Dine and Dance 
Weekend break 

Two days departing Jan 24 

★ 

• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation at a four-star outer 
London hotel 

• Ticket for the Saturday matinee performance of a West 
End Show of your choice 

• After dinner dancing with the hotel’s DJ 

• Services of a coach driver/tour representative 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

• Please note the from price and price bands vary for each show - 
see brochure for details 
Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


£109 


PRICE FROM 


£149. 95 * 


Butterflies 
and Orchids 

Two days departing March 6 


PRICE FROM 


£125 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Visit to the Royal Botanical Kew Gardens 

• Visit to RHS Wisley gardens 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Classical 

Spectacular 

at the Royal Albert Hall 

Two days departing March 22 


£129 


* Return coach travel 

* Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 

* Choir ticket for the Classical Spectacular concert 
(upgrades offered) 

* Sightseeing tour of London 

* Free time in London 

* Services of a tour manager 

* Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Cunard 175th 
Anniversary in 
Liverpool 

Two days departing May 24 


Strawberry Fields 

Penny Lane and the 
Cavern Club 

Three days departing May 29 and Sep 19 


Lindisfarne and the 
Alnwick Garden 

Three days departing Jun 12 and Sept 18 



PRICE FROM 


£109 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Visit to Liverpool to see the three Cunard Queens 
(Queen Mary 2, Queen Elizabeth and Queen Victoria) 
on the Mersey 

• Visit to Chester 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£179 


• Return coach travel 

• Two nights half-board accommodation 

• Beatles coach tour and entrance to the Cavern Club 

• Journey on the Ferry ‘cross the Mersey 

• Free time in Liverpool 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£185 


• Return coach travel 

• Two nights half-board accommodation 

• Tour of Northumbria’s Heritage Coastline and visit to 
Lindisfarne 

• Entrance to the Alnwick garden 

• Visit to Durham 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


London by Rail 


Two days various weekend departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£119. 95 


• Return standard class rail travel (upgrade offered) 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a 
choice of four-star central London hotels 

• Free time in London 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Three-day option also offered from £169.95 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Organised by Omega Short Breaks (ABTA Y5914) 


The Italian Lakes 


Eight days various departure dates 2015 



PRICE FROM 


£719 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half board accommodation, 

Lake Maggiore (four nights) Lake Garda (three nights) 

• Guided tour of Lake Maggiore and the Borrowmean 
Islands 

• Full day tour of Lake Garda 

• Day exploring Lake Como 

• Visit to Sirmione on Lake Garda 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 
Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


Dubrovnik, the 
Dalmatian Coast 


and Montenegro 

Eight days various departure dates 2015 



PRICE FROM 


£789 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half-board accommodation 

• Guided visits of Dubrovnik and Split 

• Visit to Krka National Park 

• Tours of the Dalmatian Coast and Montenegro 

• Visits to Trogir and Mostar 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Madeira Winter Sun 


Eight days 

selected departures Feb and Mar 2015 



PRICE FROM 


£639 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights 4-star hotel accommodation 

• Breakfast, lunch and dinner buffets 

• Included drinks during meals (limited to aperitifs 
local wine and beer, soft drinks and local spirits) 

• Tours of Funchal and Western Madeira 

• Visit to Quintas do Bom Sucesso botanical gardens 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782, ATOL 6081) 







































Brummies 

facing 

Heathens 

match-up 

BIRMINGHAM Brum¬ 
mies face the ultimate 
test in their track return 
next March - against 
all-conquering local rivals 
Cradley Heath. 

Club boss Tony Mole 
has confirmed the re¬ 
launch of speedway at 
Perry Barr will be on 
Wednesday March 18 in 
the first leg of the Travel 
Plus Tours Challenge for 
the Dan McCormick Me¬ 
morial Trophy. 

The return - also at 
Perry Barr which is Crad- 
ley’s home for 2015 - will 
be the following Wednes¬ 
day, March 25. 

Mole has also revealed 
he has agreed a Good Fri¬ 
day Perry Barr date with 
Stoke - subject to the Pot¬ 
ters declaring their inten¬ 
tion to enter the National 
League at the AGM on 
December 9. 

The National League 
clash will start at 7.30 at 
Perry Barr with the re¬ 
turn at Loomer Road the 
following night, April 4. 

Fixtures - March 

Wednesday 11 Press & 
Practice 12 noon. 

Wednesday 18 Crad¬ 
ley Heath H Travel Plus 
Tours Challenge 7.30pm. 

Wednesday 25 Crad¬ 
ley Heath A Travel Plus 
Tours Challenge 7.30pm. 

April 

Friday 3 Stoke H NL 
7.30pm. Friday 4 Stoke A 
NL 7.30pm. 

Penalties 
end it for 
Glassboys 

Stourbridge 1 

Leek 1 aet (2-4 pens) 

STOURBRIDGE bowed out 
of the Doodson Sport Cup 
at the second round stage 
to Leek Town in a penalty 
shoot-out. 

The match at the War Me¬ 
morial Ground finished 1-1 
after Ryan Shotton levelled 
in the third minute of injury 
time for the visitors. 

The home side looked to 
have been easing their way 
into the third round thanks 
to a dazzling solo effort from 
Josh Morgan-Parker a min¬ 
ute into the second half. 

Kristian Ramsey-Dickson 
and George Bowerman were 
successful from the spot for 
Stourbridge, but Paul Mc¬ 
Cone and Luke Benbow had 
their kicks saved as Leek 
took the shoot-out 4-2. 


The Baggies are in need of major surgery 


Albion 0 Arsenal 1 

A pair of old Albion bosses were on hand 
to see Alan Irvine’s Hawthorns reign reach 
crisis point. 

And while Roy Hodgson and Steve Clarke 
might not have recognised the abuse di¬ 
rected at their under-pressure successor, 
there was plenty about Albion that would 
have seemed familiar as Danny Welbeck’s 
goal piled huge pressure on the current 
man in the hotseat. 

Because, although Irvine will inevitably 
carry the can if he cannot turn around the 
Baggies’ fortunes in the coming weeks, 
a deeper problem afflicting the club was 


Football 


thrown into focus by the presence of Hodg¬ 
son and Clarke. 

Albion’s is a team that has gone stale. 

And the fact that so many of the players 
on view would have been familiar to Hodg¬ 
son and Clarke should be as serious a cause 
for concern among Baggies fans as Irvine’s 
current failure to get more out of them. 

The Premier League is an unforgiving, 
ever-changing, fast-moving environment. 

Standing still is tantamount to tumbling 


backwards in the world’s most fiercely 
competitive league. And one glance at the 
Baggies’ teamsheet on the day the fans’ 
patience snapped with Irvine showed that, 
on the field, the club have failed to move 
forward significantly enough since Hodg¬ 
son and Clarke delivered unprecedented 
Premier League success. 

Seven of Saturday’s starting line-up 
played under Clarke while six were around 
in Hodgson’s successful regime - and that 
despite a turbulent couple of summers that 
were meant to bring an overhaul of the 
squad. 

Most have been vital contributors to Al¬ 


bion’s success story of recent years. But as 
competitors have got stronger there has 
been an inescapable feeling that the club 
are being left behind. 

Irvine has become the lightening rod for 
more than a year of pent-up frustration at 
what now feels like a missed opportunity 
for Albion and, if his side should lose again 
against West Ham tomorrow, the Scot could 
find himself perched above the managerial 
trap door. 

Yet while the current head coach has cre¬ 
ated a flat, nervous, uninspiring side with 
the hand he was dealt, the malaise at The 
Hawthorns runs much deeper. 


Christian breaks the 
Villa victory voodoo 


Crystal Palace 0 Villa 1 

CHRISTIAN BENTEKE single-handedly 
dragged Villa out of their nine-game winless 
streak. 

His first goal in nine months secured victory at 
Crystal Palace. Benteke side-footed the winner in a 
low-quality Premier League encounter at Selhurst 
Park to toast his return from a three-match ban. 


The Belgian hitman was 
dubbed “one of the best 
strikers in Europe” by Villa 
boss Paul Lambert in mid¬ 
week; the 23-year-old never 
had to reach that billing to 
decide this tie. 

Palace slipped to their 
fifth defeat in eight games, 
and had only themselves to 
blame, wasting countless 
half-chances in a fruitless 
search for a quality final 
ball. 

Villa moved three points 
ahead of Palace in the table, 
sucking Neil Warnock’s side 
further into what could yet 
become one of the most 
widely-fought Premier 
League relegation scraps in 
years. 

Benteke handed Villa 
their first win since a 1-0 
victory at Liverpool on Sep¬ 
tember 13, atoning in part 
for his reckless dismissal 
against Spurs. 

So his match-winning 
strike in south London will 
have gone some way to re¬ 
paying both manager and 
team-mates for that ill- 
judged clash at Villa Park. 

Benteke’s calm finish 
punctuated the otherwise 
staccato arrangement of 
Palace’s disjointed first-half 
attacks. 

Time and again Zaha 
broke into the final third, 
only to slug a sledge-ham- 


Football 


mer boot through the ball 
when any deftness of touch 
would have unlocked Villa’s 
shaky defence.. 

Against the run of play, 
Palace could, and should, 
have stopped Benteke ever 
laying sight on goal for his 
winner. 

Scott Dann needlessly 
chased a lumped ball out 
to the wing, deserting his 
central post - and Benteke 
picked his pocket. 

Palace’s profligacy was all 
that kept the hosts scoreless 
at the break, Villa relieved 
Warnock’s men seemed to 
have no final ball up their 
sleeves. 

A trademark half-time 
rollicking from Warnock 
shocked Palace into re¬ 
newed vigour, but even 
cranking through the gears 
could not generate a clear- 
cut chance. 

The hosts wasted eight 
gilt-edged attacking plat¬ 
forms between the restart 
and the hour-mark, under¬ 
lining both Villa’s fragility 
and their own offensive 
shortcomings. Amid the 
one-way traffic Villa forced 
a break that ended when 
Andreas Weimann blasted 
straight at Speroni. 


Unbeaten run for Blues goes up to five 



Paul Caddis scores the winning penalty during the clash with Nottingham 


Blues 2 Nottingham 1 

BLUES beat Nottingham Forest 2-1 
in a frantic finish at St Andrew’s to 
increase their unbeaten run to five 
games under Gary Rowett. 

Birmingham appeared to be coast¬ 
ing to a comfortable win following 
David Cotterill’s first-half strike 
when Britt Assombalonga grabbed 
a fine equaliser in the 84th minute. 

Assombalonga was Forest’s hero 
with his goal but he then became 


their villain five minutes later when 
he handled the ball in the area and 
was sent offfor the offence. Paul 
Caddis scored from the spot sending 
goalkeeper Karl Darlow the wrong 
way. 

It was something of a setback for 
Forest after two successive wins over 
Norwich and Wolves had put them 
on the edge of the play-off zone. 

But on a special Trevor Francis 
day in honour of their former star, 


who was inducted into the Birming¬ 
ham Hall of Fame, City responded 
to the occasion with another mo- 
rale-boosting victory. 

The opening goal came unexpect¬ 
edly in the 10th minute. 

Cotterill gained possession on 
the edge of the area and produced a 
speculative left-footed swinging shot 
which he arrowed into the top far 
corner of the net. 

Caddis sealed the win. 


Money 
was not 
a factor, 
says Bent 

DARREN BENT claims 
money didn’t come into 
his decision to drop down 
into the Championship to 
join Brighton on loan. 

Bent has joined the Sea¬ 
gulls on an initial month¬ 
long stint after being 
limited to a bit-part role 
at Villa this season, fol¬ 
lowing last year’s loan at 
relegated Fulham. 

The move continues 
the 30-year-old’s fall from 
grace since leaving Sun¬ 
derland in January 2011, 
when he opted to join 
Villa in a record £24m 
switch. But Bent, whose 
contract at Villa Park ex¬ 
pires next summer, had 
no qualms about leaving 
the Premier League and 
insists finances didn’t 
come into his decision. 

“Anyone who knows 
me and has known me for 
a long time knows that all 
I care about is football,” 
said Bent. 

“It has never been 
about money or anything 
like that. It has always 
been about playing foot¬ 
ball. I’m always at my 
happiest when I’m play¬ 
ing football. I wasn’t get¬ 
ting a lot of game time at 
Aston Villa and it doesn’t 
bother me that I’ve had 
to drop down a division to 
play football. 

“I’ve seen Brighton 
play and they play like 
a Premier League team. 
They play good football.” 
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Lambert 
looking for 
elusive win 


Burnley 1 Villa 1 

DANNY Ings’ 87th-minute 
penalty earned Burnley a 
1-1 draw against Villa and 
kept Paul Lambert waiting 
for that elusive win. 

Villa more than merited 
the lead given to them by 
Joe Cole in the 38th minute 
on his first Premier League 
start for the club but paid 
for not pushing harder for 
a second. 

Burnley were looking to 
make it three wins in a row 
in the top flight for the first 
time in almost 40 years and 
Ings could have scored his 
fifth goal in five games but 
hit the post. 

Villa remain without a 
win in nine games after 
missing the chance to put 
distance between them¬ 
selves and the bottom three. 



LIKE US O FOLLOW US O 

TO CLAIM YOUR FIRST GRADING GAME! 


www.pulsewednesbury.co.uk 


SCORE MORE THAN GOALS IN OUR 5-A-SIDE LEAGUES 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 4, 2014 
































SPORT 


Villa victory 

Benteke breaks 
club’s no win streak 


Unbeaten Blues 


Rowett’s run goes to 
five without a loss 
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Sports Desk 01902 319531 


email: Chronsport@expressandstar.co.uk 


Samaras 
relishes 
a hectic 
schedule 

STRIKER Georgios Sa¬ 
maras believes the frantic 
fixture schedule in Decem¬ 
ber could be a blessing in 
disguise for Albion. 

The 29-year-old reckons 
the intensity of the games 
between now and the new 
year could help Alan Irvine’s 
men find some rhythm as 
they look to inject momen¬ 
tum into their season. 

Albion have eight games 
to play by New Year’s Day. 

And Samaras, who is keen 
for his first Baggies start 
after signing in the summer, 
said: “December is a busy 
month. I have no problems 
with that. At Celtic from 
September until December 
we always had a midweek 
game because of European 
games or cup games so it’s 
something I enjoy and love. 

“It’s easier to find rhythm 
as a team when you play 
more. 

“When you have the in¬ 
ternational breaks you find 
you play a few times, have 
a break, play more games, 
then have another break. 
It’s hard for the team to find 
a rhythm.“We have nine 
games in 36 days and I think 
that it will be good for us.” 

And Samaras believes he 
is finding his own rhythm 
after a disrupted start to his 
career back in the Premier 
League. 

The former Manchester 
City man has struggled for 
fitness since moving. 

Runners in 
'Suicide' race 

ATHLETES from Dudley 
Kingswinford Running 
Club competed in one of the 
toughest off road races in 
the area. 

The Suicide 6 is a six-mile 
race organised by the Action 
Heart Charity held in Bag- 
geridge Country Park. 

The blue hoops managed 
a total 40 runnerswith Gary 
Bonner leading them home 
in 34th place in 43.48, just 
ahead of Dave Norman, 
a place and a mere seven 
seconds adrift and Darren 
Bishop a further second be¬ 
hind in 38th place. 

James Wright held 
onto 42nd place in 44.16, 
from Mick Quane in 45.52. 
Simon Hughes was 68th in 
46.25, Kieran Pitt was 83rd 
in 47.59, Richard Tonks 
was 103rd in 48.43, Mark 
Judge was 111th in 49.24, 
Helen Tromans 116th in 
49.32, Paul Silk was 50.12 
for 124th place and Mark 
Homer clocked 50.19 (126). 


Tividale are simply out of Leek's league 


Leek Town 2 Tividale 0 

TIVIDALE went down to two goals that 
epitomised the step up in standard to the 
Evo-Stik First Division South. 

The first a pass of poor quality. The sec¬ 
ond a clinical finish from a moment of in¬ 
decision. And though the visitors battled 
gamely they were never able to quite bridge 
the gap in quality to the home side. 

Leek were a goal up after just 15 minutes 
when Matt Bell played a perfectly weighted 
ball inbetween Danny Ashton and Mark 
Smith for Tim Grice to run onto and finish. 

It was now going to be an uphill struggle 


Football 


to get back into the game but on 18 minutes 
Tividale had their first chance when Karl 
Edwards headed over a Mitchell Botfield 
cross. Five minutes later Roland Agbor fired 
a snapshot on the turn that Leek keeper 
Ross Etheridge held comfortably. 

Leek then had two chances within a min¬ 
ute to increase their lead. First a neat pass 
by Sam Hall played in Liam Shotton but 
his effort was turned for a corner by keeper 
Charlie Price. From the corner Price was 


again on hand to clear. Although Leek had 
the better of the half Tividale would have 
felt that they were still in it at 1-0 down 
going into half-time. But disaster struck 
in stoppage time when a split second of 
indecision over a clearance after Price had 
blocked a Dan Shelley shot was enough for 
Shotton to nip in and fire home the second. 

The visitors took the fight to the home 
side in the second period, although they 
could not mount a sustained amount of 
pressure to cause Leek too many real prob¬ 
lems. 

Leek on the other hand were always a 


threat and the first chance of the second 
half fell to Shotton. 

Tividale’s skipper Mark Smith seemed to 
slip just before a clearance and the ball ran 
through to Shotton but he fired wide. Zac 
Foster had Tividale’s first effort of the half 
on goal but it was deflected wide. 

A shot by Leek sub Sean Kinsella was 
saved at the second attempt by Price this 
after a great bit of play by Grice in laying 
off the ball to Kinsella. 

In the end that bit of quality from a side 
that was playing Conference football not 
long ago proved to be the difference. 


IRVINE FEELS THE 
FURY FROM FANS 


Albion 1 West Ham 2 

ALBION fans turned up the heat an¬ 
other notch on boss Alan Irvine as his 
side squandered a 1-0 lead. 

Albion slumped to a fourth successive Pre¬ 
mier League defeat. Craig Dawson’s header 
provided the Baggies’ first goal in four games to 
reward them for a good start with a lOth-min- 
ute lead. 


But the goal appeared to 
prompt nerves within Ir¬ 
vine’s team and they con¬ 
ceded two poor goals before 
half-time, giving free head¬ 
ers to the Hammers’ Kevin 
Nolan and James Tomkins. 

Irvine had made two 
changes from the side 
beaten by the Gunners with 
Chris Baird replacing the 
injured Sebastien Pocognoli 
at full-back while Victor An- 
ichebe came in for Youssouf 
Mulumbu, meaning a switch 
to a wide role for leading 
scorer Saido Berahino. 

Determined 

Albion made a deter¬ 
mined start and had already 
carved out a couple of half¬ 
chances before taking their 
lOth-minute lead. 

The first two fell to An- 
ichebe, whose cross-shot 
from a tight angle was 
headed behind before he 
overpowered two defenders 
and let fly with a 20-yard 
shot that was deflected over 
the crossbar for another 
flag-kick. 

Dawson signalled his 
threat from set-pieces twice 
early on, first when he just 
failed to make a clean con¬ 
nection with a Chris Brunt 
corner after jumping high¬ 
est in the area and then 
when he headed into the 


Football 


side netting at the far post 
from another flag-kick by 
the skipper. 

But the visitors failed to 
heed the warnings and left 
the determined Baggies de¬ 
fender unmarked to head 
his side in front with their 
first goal in four Premier 
League matches. 

It had been a sluggish 
start from the Hammers 
but, as the first half wore 
on, they grew into the game 
and made the most of some 
sloppy passing from Albion. 

The Hammers had seized 
the initiative so it was no 
surprise when they levelled 
10 minutes before the in¬ 
terval, although Brunt was 
furious at the award of a 
free-kick which led to the 
equaliser. 

Brunt headed away James 
Tomkins’ header from the 
set-piece and Foster saved 
an overhead kick from Andy 
Carroll but neither could 
prevent the unmarked 
Nolan heading home from 
close range. 

And it got worse for the 
Baggies in stoppage-time 
when Tomkins escaped the 
attentions of Dawson and 
rose at the far post to head 
his side ahead. 



Stephane Sessegnon holds off Cheikhou Kouyate during the clash at the Hawthorns where Albion gave up the lead 


Baggies 
give up 
goal lead 

Derby U-21 si 
Albion U-21 si 

DERBY’S Alban Bunjaku 
cancelled out Alex Jones’ 
opener as Albion had to 
settle for a 1-1 away draw 
in their Under-21s Premier 
League game. 

Lee Naylor recorded the 
first effort of the contest for 
Derby after three minutes 
as he shot wide. 

Albion’s first chance fell 
to Adil Nabi, who curled an 
effort wide . 

Samir Nabi dragged a late 
effort wide on the stroke of 
half-time before the Baggies 
took the lead early in the 
second period. 

Bunjaku had headed 
straight into the arms of 
Daniels before Albion broke 
straight to the other end 
and took the lead through 
Jones. 

Andre Wright pulled a 
ball back into the centre of 
the box for Jones to strike 
past Roos. 

Their lead did not last 
long, though, as Ward deliv¬ 
ered a high ball into the six- 
yard box that was not dealt 
with and Bunjaku smashed 
high into the net. Derby 
came the closest to finding a 
winner but Thomas headed 
straight into the arms of 
Daniels. 

Nathan nets 
winner for TD 

Team Dudley 3 Trysull 2 

STEVE Whitehouse and 
17-year-old Calvin Camp¬ 
bell had put them 2-0 ahead 
before Trysull could get a 
foothold in the game. 

They were level with an 
81st minute Danny Patrick 
effort and Liam Illsley’s 
strike five minutes later - 
Dudley’s Nathan Jones hit 
the winner. 


The Chronicle, a Midland 
News Association Ltd 
publication, printed by 
the company at 
Ketley, Telford. Thursday, 
December 5 



When you need extra 
support and care at home... 


Tipton Home 



Tipton Home Care provides personal care and support to the people of Tipton 

and the surrounding areas. 

Tipton Home Care are always interested in talking to anyone who would like to join 
our company as care workers to meet our ever increasing client list. 

Areas covered: 


Tel: 0121 557 3649 (9am-5pm) 

Mobile: 07889 018517 
Fax: 0121 557 6080 


www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 
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Local Specialists 
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Garage Doors 


Locksmiths 


Plastering 


Specialists 



L M S 
GARAGE DOOg§ 


All types of doprs 
supplied and fitted 


Fast low cost, sar 
day repairs^ 


For a free survey ana] 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18701 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 



C JL Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 
^ ^ ^yy^JUi Quality rendering and terrolining. 


BROMLEY CARPETS’ 


07538 718264 


Property Maintenance 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 

Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified ^ 30 + YEARS EXPERIENCE 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Ex British Gas 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 



Sandwell 


Leaf Collection 
Grass cutting 
Hedge cutting 
Weeding / pruning 
/fence painting 
Patio jet washing service 
All aspects of gardening 



FREE QUOTATIONS 


^Sitt'caii 07908012267 





LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And 
Specialist Machine Rendering 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ Plus Much More.... 
CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

lltllttilJlilJiliMliIJIUKJililil^'ltltllUihUJilltliJIJtlilllililiMIIJyj 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



• Carpet, Vinyl & Laminate 
Floorlaying Specialists 


§ Massive range of samples straight to your door 
• Choose At Home Service 


0 Bromley Carpets promise not to overcharge you for 
carpet or flooring 


0 And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and removing 
old carpets and waste 


0 FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 


• Unfortunately, due to overwhelming demand for 
carpet fitting, laminate flooring and contract work, 
we are unable to offer a dedicated carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service at this time. 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) * Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 
. ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
^+ Plumbing / emergencies 
k Building work 


Central Heating 
and Gas work ^ 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 945 
Ol 21 557 5959 


All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 



Locksmiths 


COMFORT Plumbing & Heating 

• Over 25 years experience 

• Install, service and repair all central heating systems ^ 

• All gas and plumbing work undertaken • No job too small 

• All work guaranteed • FREE written quotes 

Telephone: 0 121-531 0277 Mobile: 07973 940002 1 

comfortplumbingheating@gmail.co.uk Jk 
7tfww.comfortplumbingandheating.co.uk 

. - • « ‘.Ml 


vlockRite 

T lacal lacfcsmNii * 
Security Sendees 



Steve Smith Gas Sen/ices 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


Lock outs. Lost Keys, Broken Locks / ■■■ ■ 
emergency lock A door opefwtg 2 4 
uPVC tprcuAd 1"°°" 

Key Cutting oo s*tc 
flrrtnh Standard irvumrur* 

<pprclex** 

Double GUsn( Unit Repairs 


HI CALI 


3 


1 CHECKED, 




• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


0121 

1 564 0049 

ZJ, - 





OUSEHOLD- 

. U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

(OAm All installations and repairs 
'UT™ e Supply and fit or fit only ~-J- 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

V Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
\—www.household-plumbing.co.uk —^ 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


0121556 9888 . 


TffDWiTTJ 


WINDOWS & DOORS 


Put your Trust in Steve...Looking after Clients for 15 years 



J L GAS & PLUMBING SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 
Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 


0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 


West Bromwich 




Call us on... 

01902 319577 




E-mail us at... 

sonu.bennings@expressandstar.co.uk 




Post to... 

Sonu Bennings, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 




Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 4, 2014 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Florimania 


Afternoon Tea at the 
Houses of Parliament 


Four days departing May 21 



at Hampton Court Palace 



PRICE FROM 


£299 


Here is a unique opportunity to experience 
afternoon tea at the Palace of Westminster, in 
the elegant surroundings of the Terrace 
Pavilion overlooking the River Thames. 

Prior to the afternoon tea being served, a Blue Badge 
guide will lead a tour at the Houses of Parliament through 
the House of Lords and House of Commons. 

Highlights will include Westminster Hall, which is a 
magnificent building and the oldest part of the estate; the 
Robing Room, a lavish room used by Her Majesty the 
Queen to don her royal attire before the opening of the Houses of Parliament, and the Lord’s Chamber - the most 
lavishly decorated room in the Palace of Westminster. The spectacular Royal Gallery and Princes Chamber along 
with several other areas are also part of the tour. 


Afterwards take a seat in the Terrace Pavillion in the 
House of Commons for a table service afternoon tea. 
This includes a tempting seasonal menu of savouries 
and sweets created by Parliament’s chefs plus a 
selection of loose teas or freshly brewed coffee. 

Visits to Kenwood House to explore the house and 
grounds; Kensington Palace, the current London home 
of Prince William, the Duchess of Cambridge and baby 
Prince George, plus a trip to the Royal Air Force 
Museum London, are also on the itinerary. 


INFO -- 

• Return coach travel 

• AftermnnT half t° ard accommodation 
Housed Commons Terrace ^a^ 1 ' 00 of the 

’ Msi'ts e toKpn 0f tha J ouses of Parliament 

and S? A S°° d H ° USe ' K6nSin9ton Pala00 

Visit to the Royal Air Force Museum London 
apples 00 ™ SUbj6Ct t0 availabilit y - supplement 

Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Two days departing March 14 


PRICE FROM 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Entrance to Hampton Court Palace and gardens 
for Florimania 

• Visit to Windsor 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 

London Theatre 
Dine and Dance 
Weekend break 

Two days departing Jan 24 

★ 

• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation at a four-star outer 
London hotel 

• Ticket for the Saturday matinee performance of a West 
End Show of your choice 

• After dinner dancing with the hotel’s DJ 

• Services of a coach driver/tour representative 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

• Please note the from price and price bands vary for each show - 
see brochure for details 
Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


£109 


PRICE FROM 


£149. 95 * 


Butterflies 
and Orchids 

Two days departing March 6 


PRICE FROM 


£125 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Visit to the Royal Botanical Kew Gardens 

• Visit to RHS Wisley gardens 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Classical 

Spectacular 

at the Royal Albert Hall 

Two days departing March 22 


£129 


* Return coach travel 

* Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 

* Choir ticket for the Classical Spectacular concert 
(upgrades offered) 

* Sightseeing tour of London 

* Free time in London 

* Services of a tour manager 

* Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Cunard 175th 
Anniversary in 
Liverpool 

Two days departing May 24 


Strawberry Fields 

Penny Lane and the 
Cavern Club 

Three days departing May 29 and Sep 19 


Lindisfarne and the 
Alnwick Garden 

Three days departing Jun 12 and Sept 18 



PRICE FROM 


£109 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Visit to Liverpool to see the three Cunard Queens 
(Queen Mary 2, Queen Elizabeth and Queen Victoria) 
on the Mersey 

• Visit to Chester 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£179 


• Return coach travel 

• Two nights half-board accommodation 

• Beatles coach tour and entrance to the Cavern Club 

• Journey on the Ferry ‘cross the Mersey 

• Free time in Liverpool 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£185 


• Return coach travel 

• Two nights half-board accommodation 

• Tour of Northumbria’s Heritage Coastline and visit to 
Lindisfarne 

• Entrance to the Alnwick garden 

• Visit to Durham 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


London by Rail 


Two days various weekend departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£119. 95 


• Return standard class rail travel (upgrade offered) 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a 
choice of four-star central London hotels 

• Free time in London 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Three-day option also offered from £169.95 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Organised by Omega Short Breaks (ABTA Y5914) 


The Italian Lakes 


Eight days various departure dates 2015 



PRICE FROM 


£719 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half board accommodation, 

Lake Maggiore (four nights) Lake Garda (three nights) 

• Guided tour of Lake Maggiore and the Borrowmean 
Islands 

• Full day tour of Lake Garda 

• Day exploring Lake Como 

• Visit to Sirmione on Lake Garda 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 
Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


Dubrovnik, the 
Dalmatian Coast 


and Montenegro 

Eight days various departure dates 2015 



PRICE FROM 


£789 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half-board accommodation 

• Guided visits of Dubrovnik and Split 

• Visit to Krka National Park 

• Tours of the Dalmatian Coast and Montenegro 

• Visits to Trogir and Mostar 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Madeira Winter Sun 


Eight days 

selected departures Feb and Mar 2015 



PRICE FROM 


£639 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights 4-star hotel accommodation 

• Breakfast, lunch and dinner buffets 

• Included drinks during meals (limited to aperitifs 
local wine and beer, soft drinks and local spirits) 

• Tours of Funchal and Western Madeira 

• Visit to Quintas do Bom Sucesso botanical gardens 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782, ATOL 6081) 
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SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS" 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


drivers 


CLASS 1 & 2 HGV DRIVERS Clarke 
Transport have current vacancies 
for Class 1 & 2 HGV Drivers to work 
either permanent day or night shifts 
based at our busy transport depot in 
Oldbury. We are looking for experi¬ 
enced drivers for locaF multi-drop 
deliveries and collections. ADR 
licence preferable, but training may 
be provided for suitable applicants. 
Competitive salary and benefits 
offered. Please send CV by email to 
sclarke @ clarketransport.co.uk 



EXPERIENCED BRICKLAYER 

Seeks employment, all types of 
work, extensions etc. Own tools 
and transport. 07918 216 771. 



CONTINUOUS STATIONERY 
PRINTER required to operate 
Morgan 904 Press. Day shift only. 
Contact Dave Bissell or Keith Price 
at Fastforms UK Ltd., B’ham on 
0121 784 3865 or Email details to: 
enquiries@fastformsuk.com 
EXPERIENCED CUSHION FILLER 
required for upholstery manufac¬ 
turer of three piece suites based in 
Rowley Regis. £8.50 p.h. 7am- 
3.30pm Mon-Friday, overtime will 
be required when necessary. CV to: 
hayley@rainbowupholstery.co.uk 



MECHANIC/ MOT TESTER 

Minimum 10 years experience, 
wages and hours negotiable Call 
0121 565 0888. 



RGN required for a Nursing Home in 
Darlaston. 36 hours p.w. Bank 
RGN’s Also required. Contact 
Lorraine/Maxine on 0121 568 7611. 



ADMINISTRATION/Secretarial 

Co-ordinator of Medical Services, 
MOHS Workplace Health Ltd, 
West Bromwich. 34 hours pw. 
We are looking for a bright, 
motivated ana personable 
individual to join our busy 
administration team. You must be 
reliable and able to communicate at 
all levels and use your own 
initiative. We are an ambitious and 
customer focused organisation. 
Previous administration experience 
is essential. Full training will be 
provided. Email info@mdhs.co.uk 
for an application form and job 
description. Closing date: Thursday 
11 December 2014. 



PART TIME FUNERAL 
ARRANGER Required 20 hours 

P er week 1pm-5pm Monday to 
riday covering Birmingham loca¬ 
tions, own transport essential Tel 
0121 533 0241 



KITCHEN/BATHROOM 
DESIGNER. Uncapped earnings 
potential - Basic wage + commis¬ 
sion. Proven track record in sales 
required. Experience in this sector 
preferred.To apply email: 
john @ housingsuppnes.co.uk 
Please call Kerry with a price on 
0121 505 1132. 



MAZDA RX-8 

2007, 38,000 miles, black, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air con, fsh, alarm, 
long MoT, full red leather. 

£2,600. 

01543 279380. 


MERCEDES E430 1999, silver, 
74,000 genuine miles, 12 months 
MoT, FSH, lovely condition, 
£1,995. 07970 992872. 

MERCEDES SLK 200 CONVERT¬ 
IBLE, 2 seater. 2000, blue, FSH, 
MoT, low mileage. Beautiful car. 
£3,495 ono. 07847 456061. 

NISSAN MICRA SPIRIA, 2007, 
28,000 miles, black, MoT, 5 door. 
Full history, £2,950 ono. 

07710 102447. 

SKODA FABIAVRS, 12 reg., green, 
black roof, 17” black alloys, f.s.h. 
14k miles, £10,000 ono, Cannock 
07534 017951. 

VAUXHALL CORSATwinport 1.2, 
2005 rea, 8,355 miles, one owner, 
long MoT, £2,400 ono. 

01922 647278. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FIAT BRAVA 1.2, 2001, 5-dr, 
service history, two owners, long 
MoT, good condition inside and out, 
all electric, £450. 07404 612033. 



FIAT PANDA ELEGANZA 1.2 


Petrol, 04, 5-drs, blue, ABS, air 
bag, electric mirrors and 
windows, air con, FSH, alarm, 
New MoT, metallic paint, 
central locking, PAS, Alloys, 
CD, one owner, Superb. 

£1,350. 

Telephone 07724 629285. 


FORD FIESTA GHIA 1.4, 5 dr, 2000, 
lyr MoT, 76,000mls, fsh. Every 
Ghia extra. Immaculate. Must be 
seen, £700. 07466 113618. 

FORD KA 03, 1 year MoT, 
72,000mls, stereo, power steering. 
Just been serviced. Very nice Car. 
£575. 07466 305 653. 


FORD KA STREET CAR 
CONVERTIBLE 

2004, FSH, full MoT, low miles, 
EW, CL, AC, CD, absolute 
stunning car. 

£995 ono. 

07818 320817. 


HONDA ACCORD 2.0 Vtec, 76,000 
miles, petrol, automatic, FSH, very 
good condition, 6 months MoT, 
£1,400 ono. 07866 761937. 

HONDA ACCORD 2.0 VTECH, 
2000, full MoT, all electric, very 
good condition throughout, £995. 

Telephone 07850 474193. 



VW LUPO 


Motoring 




2000 105k miles 12 months 
MoT, Cat 1 alarm, Pirelli pslot 
alloys with 4 new tyres, recon 
gearbox and new clutch, 3k 
miles ago cambelt at 95 k miles 





HONDA ACCORD TOURER 

2004, Estate, 141,000 miles, 
leather, metallic, MoT, abs, 
electric windows, electric 
mirrors, air con, stereo CD, 
alarm, towbar. 

£1,695 ono. 

07463 580858. 


£1,195 ono 

07801 548182 


BMA1 


CARS UNDER £995 
2005 Motec Chevrolet 
5Dr Silver £995 

53 Hyundai Arnica 5Dr Red £950 
52 Vauxhall Astra 5Dr 
Hatch Silver 1.4 £950 
X plate Suzuki Wagoner 
5Dr Red £875 
Full MOT’S 
Open every day 

01902 490555 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 
www.bmamotors.co.uk 


ROVER 75 1.8T Connoisseur, black, 
57k, very good condition, MoT April 
15, £1,300 ono. 07950 384014. 

ROVER 216 1999, full MoT, LPG 
conversion, good condition/runner, 
high mileage, history, last owner 11 
years, first £595. 07505 181562. 



AUSTIN 7 saloon, black, 1935, in 
good, clean running order, £6,500 
ono. 0121 552 4413. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 



01902 562853 *PI 
07977 499516 W 
07895 346811- 24hrs 



Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 


Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902493110/0121 525 5813daytime 


MCB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 



TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 5139 
0121 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


BJ CARS PAYS MORE 

www.bjcars.co.uk 

Scrap it legally, NO fines, NO comebacks. 
All scrap cars/vans wanted 

Best Prices! 
01902 498542 
01902 658792 EVE 

ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 



CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 597035 /07903 549849. 



J444 TRA on V750 assignment fee 
already paid, £400 ono. 

07866 761937. 


PERSONAL NUMBER plate on 
retention certificate. B5 DML. £200 
ono. 01543 425401. 


spares/parts 


BASTABLES CAR SPARES Batter¬ 
ies, 3 yr warrenty. Antifreeze/ 
coolant. All seasons screenwash. 
0121 5522851 /0121 5448858 


9 

Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2010 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

The application may affect the character or appearance of a conservation area. 
DC/14/57676 Mr Upkar Sandhu Bulls Head Conversion from C4 (drinking 

Innovate Lettings 18 Birmingham Street establishment) use to C2 
Oldbury (Professional services) 

B69 4DS together with new shop front 

and creation of 4 No flats. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE 

(between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. 
Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) or via the Council’s Public Access website 
(www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

Mr Nick Bubalo, Area Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Church Lane, West Bromwich) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2014, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Church Lane, West Bromwich between Old Meeting Street and Brett 
Street. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed 
by 12/12/14 effective from 08/12/14. Traffic will be diverted via Church Lane, Wilford 
Road, All Saints Way, The Expressway, Old Meeting Street and vice-versa. Purpose - 
water connections to a new housing development. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Peters Street, West Bromwich) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2014, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Peters Street, West Bromwich. The maximum duration is 18 months, 
the work is expected to take the full 18 months to complete, effective from 05/01/15. 
Traffic will be diverted via New Street, Norbury Road and vice-versa. Purpose - works 
associated with a new housing development by Lovells. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Richmond Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2014, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Richmond Road, Smethwick. The maximum duration is 18 months, but 
the work is expected to be completed by 22/12/14, effective from 11/12/14. Traffic will 
be diverted via Bearwood Road, Linden Road, Merrivale Road and vice-versa. Purpose 
- work to a mobile phone mast by Vodafone. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Langley Green Level Crossing, Crosswells Road, 
Oldbury) (Temporary Road Closure) Order 2014, has made an Order to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along Crosswells Road, Oldbury between Western 
Road and Thompson Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is 
expected to be completed by 28/12/14 (09.00hrs) effective from 27/12/14 (23.00hrs). 
Traffic will be diverted via Western Road, Tat Bank Road, Vicarage Road and vice-versa. 
Purpose - safety works to Langley Green Level Crossing by Network Rail. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Red Lion Close, Rowley Reis) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2014, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Red Lion Close, Rowley Regis between Regent Road and Harlech Close. 
The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 
07/12/14, effective from 10/11/14. Traffic will be diverted via Red Lion Close, Regent 
Road and vice-versa. Purpose - drainage works and works to construct a new bellmouth 
by Morgan Construction for Kier Homes. 
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Personals 


IS THERE A GENT OUT 
THERE WANTING TO 
CHANGE HIS BORING 
LIFESTYLE. 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


I am looking for one middle to 
late 60’s. 

Tall, loving, caring. N/S. 

I’m same age group 5ft 9ins and 
wanting to enjoy a gent’s 
company and good 
relationship. Photo appreciated 
and returned. 

Box Number PI 9603 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

"Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 



‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 

L 



43 


ms 


mm 
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Choose your show, price bund*uni how you want to travel 
Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night tram £139. 95 Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket and an overnight 
stay in a four-star outer London hotel with full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £159. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £229. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply). Includes a top price ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 


Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 



For a theatre brochure please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, December 4, 2014 








































































